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Fore word by Alexey Shirov

There is no doubt that now a days the open ing constitutes
the main part of a chess game. To play well one some -
times needs to know the opening so deeply that the ideas
and mo tifs of the middlegame and end game have to be
learned au to mat i cally. But the ques tion is: how to study,
and, even more dif fi cult, how to PLAY open ings prop -
erly?

Most of the chess play ers I met in my life use two meth ods – ei ther they trust
grand master prac tice and grand masters’ recommendations (mostly su per fi cial
ones) from books and mag a zines, or they fol low the en gines’ anal y ses. Some times
they com bin e these two meth ods but still they don’t do a lot of think ing about the
open ing themselves. There are very many lines in chess and there is lit tle time to
investigate ev ery thing.

Only very few are still able to keep in ves ti gat ing what is not yet in ves ti gated in
chess and make real fur ther steps in open ing the ory. For this you need a real de vo -
tion to the sub ject and you have to do very, very ac cu rate work on each idea that co -
mes to your (and not only the com puter’s) mind.

Nor mally such work is done by the world top play ers and those who help them
to pre pare for the top events. But no books are writ ten about this. Play ers have to
keep their se crets.

In my opin ion, the job done by Imre Hera and Ufuk Tuncer is ex actly of this kind,
but con trary to what is ha bit ual in to day’s chess, their find ings are no se cret any -
more! I re mem ber study ing this fas ci nat ing line of the Queen’s In dian dur ing the
Can di dates’ matches in Elista back in 2007 (my game against Aronian is men tioned 
by Imre and Ufuk). I had a lot of in ter est ing ideas and fi nally... abandoned the line a 
few months later be cause I thought that Black had a safe and easy way of get ting
good play. Now I can see that had I dug in deeper in those days, I would pos si bly
have been happier with the out come.

Of course, no body claims that the moves 5.©c2 and 6.d5! win the game by
force. But this book shows ex actly why the line is so at trac tive for white players.
Fas ci nat ing chess, great com plex ity, chances to cre ate fan tas tic at tack ing pos si bil i -
ties. This is ex actly what we love chess for. And those who play the Queen’s In dian
with black can know what they should be afraid of and try to find their an swer, in
order to make it even more in ter est ing!

This is not only a book on a sin gle vari a tion of the Queen’s In dian, it’s a book on
Mod ern Chess.

Alexey Shirov
Riga, Jan u ary 2014
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Introduction

I got re ally en thu si as tic when I was of fered the op por tu nity to write an open ing
book for New In Chess. Af ter many years of ac tive play now there was a chance to
cre ate some thing of last ing value for a larger au di ence. Hav ing played lots of games
in the 4.g3 line of the Queen’s In dian De fence on both sides of the board, my fo cus
of in ter est fell on a par tic u lar vari a tion where White sac ri fices a pawn early. For the
past seven years this fresh idea has at tracted the at ten tion of top play ers and of many 
am a teur play ers as well. Al though I rec om mend it mostly for White, I am also giv -
ing many ex am ples how to equal ize with black in other main lines.

Many con tem po rary rep er toire books and DVDs try to sat isfy the reader’s ex pec ta -
tions by giv ing model games where the other side de fends poorly, they omit the
best coun ter-moves or sim ply as sign a ‘Ç’ to com pletely equal po si tions. Some au -
thors may even be re luc tant to re veal nov el ties be fore they had the chance to play
them in their own games. Not so in this book! I am al ways search ing the truth and I 
am con vinced that many side lines with a bad rep u ta tion are ac tu ally quite play able.
As Anatoly Kar pov once put it, pre par ing for one of his matches with Kasparov:
‘When we are White, ev ery thing seems to be equal, while with black we always fail 
to find bal anced po si tions.’ I am sure that many com pet i tors have faced such di -
lemma dur ing their prep a ra tions. Although this book was writ ten mainly for white 
players, we have also given many ex am ples of how to equal ize other main lines
with black.

We seize the op por tu nity to thank all friends and col leagues who helped us: GM
Ivan Farago (Olym pic sil ver med al ist), GM Rob ert Markus, GM Laszlo Gonda (win -
ner of the Open Hun gar ian Cham pi on ship in 2013), GM Miguel Llanes Hurtado
and GM Denes Boros (U16 Youth Olym pic win ner).

We also men tion au thors of Year book Sur veys on the same topic, in chro no log i -
cal or der these are: Steve Giddins, Alexey Kuzmin, Emil Anka and Tibor Karolyi.

We would also like to ex press our grate ful ac knowl edge ments to the ed i to rial team of 
New in Chess, es pe cially to Mr. Pe ter Boel, who has given us fan tas tic sup port, sig nif -
i cantly fa cil i tat ing our work, and to the spe cial ists work ing ef fec tively in the back -
ground. With out their con tri bu tion this book would hardly have been pos si ble.

The pro lific col lab o ra tion with my friend Ufuk Tuncer, a very ex pe ri enced au -
thor of sev eral Year book Sur veys with New In Chess and sec ond of many strong
grand masters, helped me a lot to com plete this pro ject suc cess fully. We in vested
hun dreds of hours to make real qual ity and hope that you will en joy it!

Imre Héra
Bu da pest, December 2013
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Reader’s Guide

We have spiced the fol low ing 11 the o ret i cal chap ters with com plete prac ti cal
games wher ever it was pos si ble. First we deal with early de vi a tions, in order to
build a solid foun da tion for what fol lows. Later the main lines are in tro duced, but
do not ne glect the first chap ters, where some amaz ing dis cov er ies are wait ing too!
From con ver sa tions with tour na ment play ers we learned that they largely pre fer
use ful ma te rial (speak: anal y sis) to read ing a ‘novel’. For this rea son many para -
graphs of pure and ‘un dis turbed’ anal y sis al ter nate with seg ments of ver bal en ter -
tain ment.

There are some cru cial fac tors dis tin guish ing our book from oth ers. Most im por -
tant of all, this is not a rep er toire book for ei ther side. For ex am ple, in Chap ters 5
and 8 play ers with the black pieces can find many op por tu ni ties to equal ize. On the 
other hand we worked out count less eye-catch ing nov el ties for White, in many
cases sug gest ing even two prom is ing al ter na tives in or der to get a better feel ing for
the type of po si tions. It is rec om mended to study the model games care fully be -
cause of their in struc tive mid dle- and endgames.

On as yet lit tle-ex plored ter ri tory we in vested 9 tough months of work. We are
 really de lighted with the out come and we do hope that it will cause over all sat is fac -
tion with the reader as well. Let’s not for get our motto: ‘We have noth ing to hide!’
The ma te rial is up to date un til the end of De cem ber, 2013.

Please fas ten your vir tual seatbelts and en ter the world of magic. Only, our per for -
mance is more than an il lu sion! We wish you a lot of fun and suc cess. Let’s have fire 
on the board!

A Cut t ing-Edge Gam bit  against  the Queen’s  In dian
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Chap ter 6

9.0-0 Ãe7 10.Õd1 – Mi nor Lines for Black

Ts.dM_.t
jL_JlJjJ
.j._._._
_.jS_._.
._._._._
_._._Ni.
IiQ_IiBi
rNbR_.k.

Ts.dM_.t
jL_JlJjJ
.j._._._
_.jS_._.
._._._._
_._._Ni.
IiQ_IiBi
rNbR_.k.

In this chap ter we will deal with a few mi nor lines as a lit tle warm-up. First we give 
two in ter est ing al ter na tives for White on moves 9 and 10. The main al ter na tives on
Black’s 10th move are 10...Àc6 and 10...©c8. But in this chap ter we will first ex -
am ine what other moves Black can play. We will deal with the ad ven tur ous
10...Àb4?! and with the more com mon 10...Àc7.

1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 e6 3.Àf3 b6 4.g3
Ãa6 5.©c2 c5 6.d5 exd5 7.cxd5
Ãb7 8.Ãg2 Àxd5

Ts.dMl.t
jL_J_JjJ
.j._._._
_.jS_._.
._._._._
_._._Ni.
IiQ_IiBi
rNb.k._R

Ts.dMl.t
jL_J_JjJ
.j._._._
_.jS_._.
._._._._
_._._Ni.
IiQ_IiBi
rNb.k._R

Be fore we go on with the main move
 9.0-0, we shall stop for a while, as
White has a very naughty op tion here:
Kazhgaleev’s in ven tion 9.©b3 con tains
a lot of poi son. White tries to uti lize the 

‘X-fac tor’ of the h1-a8 and a2-g8 di ag -
o nals. Black def i nitely has to re treat
with his knight, but any way, 10.Àe5
co mes next. It is worth men tion ing that 
all the first games with this line were
won by White in un der 20 moves!
 A) 9...Àc7 10.Àe5 d5 11.Àc3 Ãd6
The re ply 11...Ãe7 12.Ãf4  0-0
 13.0-0-0 c4 gen er ates fur ther ex -
changes, re sult ing in a drawish end -
game: 14.Àxc4 dxc4 15.Õxd8 Ãxd8
16.Ãxb7 cxb3 17.Ãxc7 bxa2 18.Àxa2
Ãxc7 19.Ãxa8 Àd7ì Gordon- Mirosh -
ni chenko, Dresden 2007. 12.Àxf7
®xf7 13.Àxd5 ®f8 14.Ãg5 ©d7
15.Õd1!N With the ex pe ri ence from
the pre vi ous line, we dis cov ered that
White should de lay cas tling. On
 15.0-0-0 Àb5!N might be a cru cial im -

A Cut t ing-Edge Gam bit  against  the  Queen’s  In dian – Part  III
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prove ment (15...Àc6? 16.©f3+ ®e8
17.©e4+ Àe6 18.Àc7+! ©xc7
19.©xe6+ Ãe7 20.Ãxc6+ led to a
great vic tory by the young Dutch player 
in Ris- Spraggett, Gi bral tar 2007) 16.e3
c4! 17.©xc4 (17.©c2 c3) 17...©c6
18.©xc6 Ãxc6 and Black is fine.
15...Àe6 16.Àc7! The resulting vari a -
tions are very entertaining:
 A1) 16...Àd4 17.Õxd4 Ãxg2
18.Àe6+ ®e8 19.Àxg7+ ®f8
20.Àe6+ ®e8 21.Õd2 Ãxh1 22.Àd8!

Ts.nM_.t
j._D_._J
.j.l._._
_.j._.b.
._._._._
_Q_._.i.
Ii.rIi.i
_._.k._L

Ts.nM_.t
j._D_._J
.j.l._._
_.j._.b.
._._._._
_Q_._.i.
Ii.rIi.i
_._.k._L

Anal y sis di a gram

Though he is a rook and a bishop up,
Black is help less against Õxd6. 22...Àc6 
23.Õxd6 Õxd8 24.Õxd7 ®xd7
25.©f7+ê White will have too many
pawns on the kingside;
 A2) 16...©xc7 17.©xe6 Ãxg2
18.Õxd6 Ãxh1 19.©f5+ ®g8
20.Õd8+ ©xd8 21.©e6+! This is an
im por tant in ter me di ate move. 21...®f8
22.Ãxd8 Àc6 23.Ãc7 Õe8 24.Ãd6+
Àe7 25.©f5+ ®g8 26.Ãxe7 Õxe7
27.©c8+ê
 B) 9...Àf6 Clearly the saf est re ply.
10.Àe5 d5 11.Àc3 Ãe7 11...Àbd7
12.Ãf4 c4 13.©a4 (13.©c2 Ãb4
 14.0-0 Ãxc3 15.©xc3 Àc5 with a
draw in Slugin-Grigoriants, Mos cow
2008) 13...a6 was Miroshnichenko-A.
Shneider, Evpatoria 2007. Now White
should have pro ceeded with 14.Àxd7N 

©xd7 15.©xd7+ ®xd7  16.0-0-0¤.
12.©a4+ Àbd7 Black equal izes con -
vinc ingly with this move or der. 13.Àc6 
Ãxc6 14.©xc6 Õc8 15.©a4 d4
16.Àb5  0-0  17.0-0 17.Àxa7 is
strongly met by 17...Õa8!. 17...Àe5
18.©xa7 Àc6 19.©b7 The Rus sian
grand mas ter de cides not to take any
risk: 19.©a4 ©d7 20.Àa3 ©e6
21.©c4 ©f5 gives Black counter -
chances. 19...Àa5 20.©a7 Àc6
21.©b7 Àa5 22.©a7 Àc6 23.©b7 and 
the game ended in a draw by rep e ti tion, 
Kramnik-Leko, Dortmund 2008.

 9.0-0 Ãe7 10.Õd1
There are two in ter est ing al ter na tives.
 A) Grand mas ter Pantsulaia’s move
10.Àe5 was in tro duced into tour na -
ment prac tice in 2007, when he em -
ployed it against R. Ibrahimov. A year
later a few top play ers picked it up –
how ever, mainly in blitz games.

Ts.dM_.t
jL_JlJjJ
.j._._._
_.jSn._.
._._._._
_._._.i.
IiQ_IiBi
rNb._Rk.

Ts.dM_.t
jL_JlJjJ
.j._._._
_.jSn._.
._._._._
_._._.i.
IiQ_IiBi
rNb._Rk.

Anal y sis di a gram

10...©c7 is a log i cal re ply, and prob a bly 
the only ac cept able one as well: 11.©e4
White in creases the pres sure on the
long di ag o nal. A big mot ley is form ing
in the cen tre. 11...Àc6! Pe ter Leko’s
witty in ven tion seems to solve Black’s
open ing prob lems im me di ately.
12.©xd5 12.Àxf7!? Àf6 13.Ãf4í
Àxe4 14.Ãxc7 ®xf7 15.Ãxe4 Õac8ÿ. 
12...Àd8 13.©xd7+ ©xd7 14.Àxd7
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Chap ter 7

10.Õd1 ©c8 – Side Moves
1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 e6 3.Àf3 b6 4.g3 Ãa6 5.©c2 c5 6.d5 Ãb7 7.Ãg2 exd5
8.cxd5 Àxd5  9.0-0 Ãe7 10.Õd1 ©c8

TsD_M_.t
jL_JlJjJ
.j._._._
_.jS_._.
._._._._
_._._Ni.
IiQ_IiBi
rNbR_.k.

TsD_M_.t
jL_JlJjJ
.j._._._
_.jS_._.
._._._._
_._._Ni.
IiQ_IiBi
rNbR_.k.

This strange-look ing move in tro duces one of the two very main lines. It was first
em ployed by Ar me nian grand mas ter Arman Pashikian at the World Youth Cham pi -
on ship against Maxim Rodshtein in 2006. The idea be hind it is to pro tect the of ten
prob lem atic fianchetto bishop, mean while mov ing away from the ‘eyes’ of the
white rook on d1.

Be fore go ing deeper into the de tails we would like to men tion White’s main
pos si bil i ties. Our brief se lec tion gives a wider over view of the pos si ble vari a tions,
also show ing some lines where Black can equal ize. So our anal y sis may also be use -
ful for those who play the Queen’s In dian with black.

Al though this chap ter was writ ten mainly for black play ers, we are sure that it
con tains sev eral use ful ideas for those in ter ested in play ing this line with white.

We will in ves ti gate the harm less 11.©f5, the dis so lute 11.Àh4, the tempt ing
11.e4 and fi nally the in ter est ing 11.Ãg5.

1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 e6 3.Àf3 b6 4.g3
Ãa6 5.©c2 c5 6.d5 Ãb7 7.Ãg2
exd5 8.cxd5 Àxd5  9.0-0 Ãe7
10.Õd1 ©c8 11.Ãg5

Aronian’s in ven tion, which he tried
against Carlsen at the Corus tour na ment 
in 2007, won the ap proval of many

play ers for a while – ba si cally un til
2009.
Let’s first ex am ine White’s other op -
tions.
 A) 11.©f5 is still the sec ond-most
com mon con tin u a tion, though we
hardly un der stand why, as the queen

A Cut t ing-Edge Gam bit  against  the  Queen’s  In dian – Part  III
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just steps into a dis cov ered at tack af ter
any move by the black d-pawn.
11...Àf6 12.Àc3  0-0 13.Ãg5 13.e4 d6
shows the main de fect of the vari a tion
from White’s point of view: in most
cases Black does not man age to trade
the queens so eas ily. Af ter 14.©xc8
Õxc8 15.Àh4 Àe8 16.Àf5 Ãf8
17.Ãf4 Àc6ì White gets the pawn
back, but that’s all for us. 13...h6 With
13...d6 14.©xc8 Õxc8 15.Àb5 Ãc6
16.Àxd6 Ãxd6 17.Ãxf6 Ãf8 18.Ãc3
b5ì White also failed to get any ad van -
tage in Sargissian-Leko, Yerevan rapid
2008. 14.Ãxf6 Ãxf6 15.e4 d6!
16.©xc8 Õxc8ì and Black had suc cess -
fully solved the open ing prob lems in
Paragua-So, Manila 2008;
 B) 11.Àh4 is a ro man tic move,
which had its best days in 2007 and
2008. Since then it has com pletely gone 
out of fash ion. 11...Ãxh4 12.Õxd5 Ãe7 
13.Àc3

TsD_M_.t
jL_JlJjJ
.j._._._
_.jR_._.
._._._._
_.n._.i.
IiQ_IiBi
r.b._.k.

TsD_M_.t
jL_JlJjJ
.j._._._
_.jR_._.
._._._._
_.n._.i.
IiQ_IiBi
r.b._.k.

Anal y sis di a gram

13...Àc6! Calmly re ject ing the tempt -
ing ma te rial gain. In deed, it would be
very dan ger ous to take the rook; in -
stead, wait ing while de vel op ing fur ther 
is a good de ci sion. White does not have
a re ally use ful op tion here. 14.©e4 This 
con tin u a tion was crit i cized by GM
Krasenkow in ChessBase Mag a zine 118. In -
stead he sug gests the fol low ing line:

14.Ãf4 Àb4 15.©f5 Àxd5 16.Àxd5
Ãxd5 17.Ãxd5  0-0 18.Õd1 d6
19.©e4. How ever, af ter 19...Õe8 White 
had noth ing better than forc ing a draw
with 20.©f3 Õf8 21.©e4 Õe8 22.©f3
Õf8 23.©e4 with a draw by rep e ti tion
in Gelfand-Carlsen, Mo naco (blind)
2007.  14...0-0 15.Õh5 This is the point 
of the whole vari a tion. 15...g6 16.Õh3
The best way for Black to han dle this
po si tion was showed by Jan Timman in
a game be tween two leg end ary play ers:
16...d6 17.Àd5 Õe8 18.b4 ©d7
19.Ãb2

T_._T_M_
jL_DlJ_J
.jSj._J_
_.jN_._.
.i._Q_._
_._._.iR
Ib._IiBi
r._._.k.

T_._T_M_
jL_DlJ_J
.jSj._J_
_.jN_._.
.i._Q_._
_._._.iR
Ib._IiBi
r._._.k.

Anal y sis di a gram

19...Àd4!? Black starts to force ex -
changes and af ter these sim pli fi ca tions
White does not have any chance for a
win. 20.Ãxd4 cxd4 21.Àxe7+ Õxe7
22.©xb7 ©xb7 23.Ãxb7 Õxb7
24.Õh4 Õe8ì and soon the game was
drawn, Beliavsky- Timman, Bazna 2008;
 C) 11.e4 This straight for ward move
has been hall marked even by Carlsen.
How ever, we also have to men tion that
no body has tested it since 2008.
 C1) 11...Àb4 is a seem ingly ag gres -
sive but rather un for tu nate re ply. The
knight will not be strong on b4:
12.©c3 It is a bit dif fi cult to un der -
stand White’s de ci sion. In our opin ion,
12.©c4N is the ideal place for the
queen:  12...0-0 13.a3 À4c6 14.Ãf4¤.
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Chap ter 11

10.Õd1 Àc6 – Main Line 11.©f5 
1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 e6 3.Àf3 b6 4.g3 Ãa6 5.©c2 c5 6.d5 exd5 7.cxd5 Ãb7
8.Ãg2 Àxd5  9.0-0 Ãe7 10.Õd1 Àc6 11.©f5 

T_.dM_.t
jL_JlJjJ
.jS_._._
_.jS_Q_.
._._._._
_._._Ni.
Ii._IiBi
rNbR_.k.

T_.dM_.t
jL_JlJjJ
.jS_._._
_.jS_Q_.
._._._._
_._._Ni.
Ii._IiBi
rNbR_.k.

We go over to an ex am i na tion of the main lines af ter Leko’s move 10... Àc6. It is
worth com par ing the state ments be tween Anka (Year book 89) and Karolyi (Year -
book 98). In the for mer it is writ ten that Black’s main move is clearly 10...©c8,
while in the latter we can read that ‘Black’s most com mon move is 10...Àc6.’ These 
are good ex am ples that il lus trat e how fast theory has grown.

1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 e6 3.Àf3 b6 4.g3
Ãa6 5.©c2 c5 6.d5 exd5 7.cxd5
Ãb7 8.Ãg2 Àxd5  9.0-0 Ãe7
10.Õd1 Àc6 11.©f5 Àf6

It is in ter est ing to com pare the sta tis tics
here. Ac cord ing to Mega Da ta base
2013, only a lit tle more than 25% of
the games ended in a draw from this
po si tion, while White’s win ning per -
cent age is about 49%, al most dou bling
Black’s. How ever, we should note that
the num ber of games (only 2 from last
year) has ap par ently fallen back.

12.e4
White starts with the usual pawn ad -
vance.

T_.dM_.t
jL_JlJjJ
.jS_.s._
_.j._Q_.
._._I_._
_._._Ni.
Ii._.iBi
rNbR_.k.

T_.dM_.t
jL_JlJjJ
.jS_.s._
_.j._Q_.
._._I_._
_._._Ni.
Ii._.iBi
rNbR_.k.

His main aim is to kick away the knight
from f6 with e4-e5. Then the d7-pawn
would im me di ately hang too, while the
d5-square might eas ily be oc cu pied later 
on. At the same time, the black king side
would be come more vul ner a ble. 
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