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It’s chess, Jim, but not as we know it

You are now entering the twilight zone, where the normal laws of chess are suspended.
Around you, Kamikaze Queens and Rampant Rooks embark on suicidal missions with
abandon, and draws occur despite a huge material disparity between the players.

It must be admitted that positions where both a rook and a queen are sacrificed to
force stalemate are exceptional. Rarer still are those remarkable positions where two
rooks and a queen are given up. But what this motif lacks in quantity, it makes up for in
quality. These combinations are always stunning.

Typical Position for a Kamikaze Queen & Rook

1a) White moves
On 1 Îg7+ (heading for 1...Êxg7 2

Ëxf6+! Êxf6 stalemate) Black declines
the rook with 1...Êh5, but White re-sacri-
fices: 2 Îxg5+ Îxg5 3 Ëh4+ Êg6 (1b).

1b) White moves
An altered stalemate structure – White’s

king now has the flight square h4 – is often
disastrous. But with 4 Ëe4+! Ëxe4 the
draw is achieved.
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2a) Black moves
Facing mate threats, Black’s amazing

defence involves sacrificing first a pawn
and then his rook: 1...h4+! 2 Êxh4 Îb8!
(2b).

3a) Black moves
Black lost this game, believing check-

mate on c8 was unstoppable. The missed
defence was 1...Îa8!! 2 Îxa8 (2 Ìxa8+
Êd7) 2...Îa2+ 3 Êb3 Îb2+ (3b).

2b) White moves
On 3 Îxb8 Black’s queen is also thrown

into the pot. By 3...Ëxh3+ (also 3...Ëg4+)
4 Êxh3 Black achieves the desired draw
by stalemate.

3b) White moves
On 4 Êxb2 Ëf2+ the two sacrificed

rooks are followed by a kamikaze queen:
5 Êb3 Ëb2+ 6 Êxb2 stalemate. Out of
this world...
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