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In tro duc tion

Dear chess lover,

Right at the start I would like to make a con fes sion: for me it was a rather un usual
ex pe ri ence to write a book like this one.

If you are ac quainted with my pre vi ous works, which in each case were ded i -
cated to one spe cific ope ning or sys tem, then you will have no ticed that I have al -
ways tried to deal with mat ters in depth (the length of the vari a tions I ex am ined) as 
well as in breadth (the num ber of al ter na tives dis cussed for both sides), with the
re sult that many of the lines were very com pli cated.

This time I found my self faced with a rad i cally dif fer ent task. I was meant to give
to some one who plays 1.d4 ad vice as to how to deal with a se ries of rare ope nings.

When de fin ing the sub ject, we started from the point of view that White would
play 1.d4 and 2.c4 and mostly also 3.Àc3 or 3.Àf3, thus am bi tiously head ing to -
wards main lines. That is usu ally up to White. Thus, for ex am ple in the King’s In -
dian af ter 1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 g6 3.Àc3 Ãg7 4.e4 d6, in the Nimzo-In dian af ter 1.d4
Àf6 2.c4 e6 3.Àc3 Ãb4 or in the Grünfeld with 1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 g6 3.Àc3 d5, the
first player in each case has at his dis posal a va ri ety of dif fer ent moves and sys tems
and Black has to adapt or de fend ‘his’ choice of ope ning against all the var i ous pos -
si bil i ties. And from a the o ret i cal point of view, ev ery thing has been very well ex -
plored.

But things look very dif fer ent if Black should take ref uge in rare or gam bit ope -
nings. Few play ers with white are well versed in their the ory and the price paid for
an in ac cu racy is of ten a high one for White – be cause in many of these sys tems
Black tries to seize the ini tia tive right from the start.

With this in mind, we shall in tro duce you to 19 spe ci al ities: var i ous gam bits like 
the Englund Gam bit, Albin’s Coun ter-Gam bit and the Schara-Hennig, Fajarowicz
and Bu da pest Gam bits. Var i ous forms of the Queen’s Gam bit De clined, e.g. 1.d4 d5
2.c4 Àf6, 2...c5 or 2...Ãf5. Moves such as 1...b6 and 1...b5. And, last but not least,
there are some se ri ous sys tems like 1.d4 e6 2.c4 Ãb4+ or 1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 Àc6,
which are grad u ally mak ing their way into grand mas ter practice, but which have
not yet been ex ten sively in ves ti gated. One such is the con tro ver sial and also ex -
tremely sharp Eng lish De fence 1.d4 e6 2.c4 b6!?. And fi nally lines which do not fit
into any the o ret i cal scheme of things such as, e.g., the ‘Stone wall by the back door’
(Black be gins with ...d5, ...e6, ...c6 and only later plays ...f5).

How ever, in ad di tion to the ne ces sity to ac quaint my self in depth with so many
dif fer ent themes, I was faced with the fol low ing prac ti cal prob lems:

Since, when all is said and done, these are only ‘rare’ ope nings, the coun ter-mea -
sures which are to be rec om mended should not make too great de mands on the
reader’s time and mem ory.
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If, when pre par ing for a game, we es tab lish that our op po nent uses one of the sys -
tems dealt with here, there is usu ally lit tle time avail able for nice ties. What is re -
quired is ‘first aid’; for ex am ple, how we can en sure our selves of a slight ad van tage
with out any risks, or how we can steer the play into other vari a tions which suit us
better.

But I was not al ways sat is fied with what could be achieved with sim ple meth ods
and so in some cases a few com pli cated vari a tions have also crept in...

And an other lit tle point about the or gani sa tion of the book: some chap ters have
been sub-di vided in great de tail, in other cases where there was a very clear struc -
ture that did not ap pear to us to be nec es sary. Nev er the less, the length of the fi nal
con clu sion var ies ac cord ing to the level of dif fi culty of the ma te rial.

In any case, this book is not an ope ning bi ble, but rather a guide-book cre ated
ac cord ing to my tastes. There are of course of ten other good op tions. I hope that
the paths I have sug gested to you will lead you to suc cess!

IM Valeri Bronznik
Stuttgart, June 2010

In tro duc tion to the Eng lish edi tion

Dear reader,

The book which you are about to read is a revised and extended edi tion of my Ger -
man work ‘1.d4 – Ratgeber gegen unorthodoxe Eröffnungen’. The Ger man edi tion 
was re ceived fa vour ably by read ers and critics, and I was es pe cially happy to hear
that one of the best the o re ti cians in the world, grand mas ter Zigurds Lanka, ex -
pressed him self very pos i tively about my work.

I am very glad that New In Chess has of fered me to trans late my book into Eng lish,
thereby mak ing it ac ces si ble to a broader au di ence. As it was im por tant for me to
in form my read ers as thor oughly as pos si ble, also about the lat est de vel op ments
and dis cov er ies in the in ves ti gated open ings, for the Eng lish edi tion I have checked
the cur rent state of af fairs, and ana lysed and worked out a num ber of newly played
games, which, com pared with the Ger man edi tion, has led to many spec i fi ca tions
and additions.

I sin cerely hope that this book will be use ful for you, and I wish you a lot of plea -
sure and suc cess with it!

IM Valeri Bronznik
Stuttgart, Sep tem ber 2011

1.d4 - Beat  the Guer r i l  las !
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PART I
Var i ous 1st moves
In this part we shall take a look at var i ous re plies to 1.d4.

We shall start off with the more or less un sound Englund Gam bit 1...e5.

Things then con tinue with two side lines of the Benoni, namely 1.d4 c5 2.d5 f5 –
the Dutch Benoni – and then 1.d4 c5 2.d5 Àf6 3.Àc3 ©a5, the Woozle. Nei ther sys -
tem can be ab so lutely re futed, but Black is faced with an up hill task.

Next then, 1.d4 b5 – the Pol ish De fence – and 1.d4 b6, the Owen De fence. In each
case Black is some what worse off and can not af ford any mis take in his pas sive po si -
tion.

This is fol lowed by the name less 1.d4 Àc6 (the name Lith u a nian has not be come
es tab lished). Af ter 2.d5 White can se cure a slight ad van tage with the cor rect move
or der, with out Black be ing able to get the sharp counterplay he was long ing for.

We con tinue with the Keres De fence 1.d4 e6 2.c4 Ãb4. We are now on ter rain
which is suit able for se ri ous grand mas ter chess, and White should be well aware of 
the links be tween them in or der to be able to weigh up the ad van tages or dis ad van -
tages when com pared to the Bogo-In dian with 1.d4 Àf6 2.c4 e6 3.Àf3 Ãb4.

Fi nally, the lon gest and most de tailed chap ter in the book: 1.d4 e6 2.c4 b6, the Eng -
lish De fence. Here I in ves ti gate for White two pos si bil i ties which are fun da men tally
dif fer ent in char ac ter: the quiet 3.a3 and the prin ci pled 3.e4, af ter which play can
ad mit tedly be come ex tremely sharp.
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Chap ter 1

The Englund Gam bit and re lated ma te rial
1.d4 e5
A gam bit right from move one! 
2.dxe5 Àc6
The main con tin u a tion.
The al ter na tives 2...d6 and 2...f6 will be treated within ð Anal y sis No. 1. 
3.Àf3

T_LdMlSt
jJjJ_JjJ
._S_._._
_._.i._.
._._._._
_._._N_.
IiI_IiIi
rNbQkB_R

T_LdMlSt
jJjJ_JjJ
._S_._._
_._.i._.
._._._._
_._._N_.
IiI_IiIi
rNbQkB_R

Here, five con tin u a tions should be men tioned:

l 3...f6, the Soller Gam bit De layed ð Anal y sis No. 1.
l 3...d6, the Hartlaub Gam bit De layed ð within Anal y sis No. 1.
l 3...Ãc5, the Felbecker Gam bit ð Game 2.
l 3...©e7, the ac tual Englund Gam bit ð Game 3.
l 3...Àge7, the Zilbermints Gam bit ð Game 4.

In the first two op tions Black does not strive to re cover the Ìe5, but rather he aims
to get, af ter exf6 or exd6, free de vel op ment and bases his hopes on the ac tiv ity
which goes with that.

He first de vel ops his king’s bishop with 3...Ãc5, op tion 3, and post pones the de -
ci sion as to what he is in tend ing to do about the Ìe5.

In the fourth line, the Ìe5 is put un der im me di ate threat and in the last one
Black is plan ning ...Àg6, which will help with his piece de vel op ment and at the
same time at tack the Ìe5.
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Chap ter 3

The Woozle – 1.d4 c5 2.d5 Àf6 3.Àc3
1.d4 c5 2.d5 Àf6 3.Àc3
Of course, you can also choose 3.c4 here, but many play ers do not want to al low
their op po nent to play, e.g., the Volga Gam bit (3...b5) or the Mod ern Benoni (3...e6).

In ad di tion it is con sid ered – prob a bly cor rectly – that here 3.Àc3 is even ob jec -
tively the best move. Com pared to 3.c4 it leaves the c4-square open for the ma -
noeu vre Àf3-d2-c4 and does not re strict the Ãf1.
3...©a5

TsL_Ml.t
jJ_JjJjJ
._._.s._
d.jI_._.
._._._._
_.n._._.
IiI_IiIi
r.bQkBnR

TsL_Ml.t
jJ_JjJjJ
._._.s._
d.jI_._.
._._._._
_.n._._.
IiI_IiIi
r.bQkBnR

Black pins the Àc3 and in tends an im me di ate ...b7-b5. On the other hand, in do ing 
so he ne glects the de vel op ment of his mi nor pieces and pays too lit tle at ten tion to
the cen tral squares. The fol low ing sam ple game shows us what dan ger Black is ex -
pos ing him self to.

Game 7
Treppner,Gerd
Doll,Stefan
Baden-Baden 1987

1.d4 c5 2.d5 Àf6 3.Àc3 ©a5
4.Ãd2 b5

Log i cal. Af ter 4...d6 5.e4 the sor tie by
the black queen to a5 turns out to be to -
tally use less.

5.e4!

As praxis has shown, Black gets more
coun terchances af ter 5.a3 a6 6.e4 ©c7.

5...b4

TsL_Ml.t
j._JjJjJ
._._.s._
d.jI_._.
.j._I_._
_.n._._.
IiIb.iIi
r._QkBnR

TsL_Ml.t
j._JjJjJ
._._.s._
d.jI_._.
.j._I_._
_.n._._.
IiIb.iIi
r._QkBnR

6.e5! bxc3
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Af ter 6...Ãa6?! 7.Ãxa6 ©xa6 8.exf6
bxc3 9.Ãxc3 gxf6 10.Àe2 White has a
great ad van tage thanks to his more ac -
tive pieces and su pe rior pawn struc ture. 
But prob a bly the sug ges tion by Wat -
son/Schiller (re ferred to by Bücker in
Kaissiber No. 1) of 7.exf6 Ãxf1 8.®xf1
bxc3 9.fxe7 cxd2 10.exf8©+ ®xf8
11.c4! and 12.Àf3 is even better.
Nor can 6...Àg8?! 7.Àe4 Ãb7 

Ts._MlSt
jL_JjJjJ
._._._._
d.jIi._.
.j._N_._
_._._._.
IiIb.iIi
r._QkBnR

Ts._MlSt
jL_JjJjJ
._._._._
d.jIi._.
.j._N_._
_._._._.
IiIb.iIi
r._QkBnR

Anal y sis di a gram

... be rec om mended on ac count of
8.Ãc4, e.g. 8...e6 9.©f3 (now 9...exd5
is met by 10.Àg5±, whilst 9...Ãxd5
fails to 10.Ãxd5 exd5 11.Àg5; more -
over, Rybka’s sug ges tion 9.Ãe3!? is
prob a bly even stron ger) 9...©b6
(Chr.Bauer- Bücker, Ger many Bundes -
liga B 1995/96)  10.0-0-0! (Bücker),
and Black’s po si tion looks very sad
(10...exd5 11.Àg5±; 10...Ãxd5
11.Ãxd5 exd5 12.Àg5±).

7.Ãxc3 ©a4

Af ter 7...©b6 8.exf6 gxf6 White has at
his dis posal, thanks to his ad van tage in
space and Black’s com pro mised pawn
struc ture, more than one op tion to se -
cure clearly better chances, e.g. 9.Àf3
fol lowed by Àd2-c4 or 9.©h5!? and
then  0-0-0.

8.exf6

As praxis has shown, 8...©e4+ 9.©e2
©xe2+ 10.Àxe2 gxf6 11.d6! e5
 12.0-0-0 now leads to a very dif fi cult
po si ti o n for Black, e.g. 12...Àc6
13.Àg3 Àb4 14.Ãc4±, Browne-
 Crispin, Las Ve gas 1996, or 12...Ãa6
13.Àg3 Ãxf1 14.Õhxf1±, Relange-
 Lochte, Shenyang 1999.
In the main game Black de cided on the
im me di ate re cap ture.

8...gxf6

TsL_Ml.t
j._JjJ_J
._._.j._
_.jI_._.
D_._._._
_.b._._.
IiI_.iIi
r._QkBnR

TsL_Ml.t
j._JjJ_J
._._.j._
_.jI_._.
D_._._._
_.b._._.
IiI_.iIi
r._QkBnR

9.©f3!?

I like this best – White ac ti vates his
queen, sets up a threat of d5-d6 and pre -
pares to cas tle queenside. The king’s
bishop re mains flex i ble and can de cide
later whether to go to d3 or c4. The only
dis ad van tage of the move is that, if he
wants, Black can now help him self to the
c2 pawn – but if he does so, as we shall
see, he gets into very dan ger ous ter ri tory.
If you do not want to sac ri fice a pawn
(yet), you can de cide on 9.Ãd3, which
rep re sents a good al ter na tive, e.g.
9...Ãb7 10.b3 ©a3 11.©h5 Àa6
12.Àf3 Àb4 13.Ãe4 Õg8  14.0-0 Õg7
15.Õfe1±, Hawranke-Abicht, Ham burg 
2006. In stead of 9...Ãb7 Bücker rec -
om mends 9...h5! with the idea of
...©g4. He also anal y ses 10.d6 e5!, af ter 
which the play be comes rather com pli -
cated. I would, how ever, pre fer 10.h3!?

1.d4 - Beat  the Guer r i l  las !
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Chap ter 14

The De layed Stone wall
What we have here is a Stone wall set-up (c6-d5-e6-f5) in which Black lays his
cards on the ta ble some what later than in the Dutch Stone wall. In other words,
...f7-f5 is not played here on the first or sec ond move, but on move four or five.

To be hon est, I had not orig i nally planned to in clude this chap ter in the book.
The op tions for the ope ning moves for both sides are far too nu mer ous and to at -
tempt to cover all the pos si bil i ties would have re quired a whole book of its own.

But I fi nally de cided to pres ent the ‘De layed Stone wall’, but only sketch ily, so that 
the reader can find some ideas which will hope fully help him as he pre pares for a
spe cific game.

So now let us turn to the pieces.

Ac cord ing to which sys tem White wants to play against the Slav or the Or tho dox
Queen’s Gam bit, var i ous forms of the De layed Stone wall can arise, for ex am ple:

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Àf3 e6 4.Àc3 f5 ð
Po si ti o n A

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Àc3 e6 4.e3 f5 ð
Po si ti o n B

TsLdMlSt
jJ_._.jJ
._J_J_._
_._J_J_.
._Ii._._
_.n._N_.
Ii._IiIi
r.bQkB_R

TsLdMlSt
jJ_._.jJ
._J_J_._
_._J_J_.
._Ii._._
_.n._N_.
Ii._IiIi
r.bQkB_R

TsLdMlSt
jJ_._.jJ
._J_J_._
_._J_J_.
._Ii._._
_.n.i._.
Ii._.iIi
r.bQkBnR

TsLdMlSt
jJ_._.jJ
._J_J_._
_._J_J_.
._Ii._._
_.n.i._.
Ii._.iIi
r.bQkBnR
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18.Õxd6 Ãd7 (18...Õc7!?) 19.Ãxd7
Õxd7 20.Õxd7 Àxd7 21.Õd1 Àf6 with
a worse, but still de fen si ble end game.

18.c5 e5 19.Àd4!

The knight is aim ing for b5. 

19...Àg6?

The lesser evil is 19...a6, al though this
would ir re vo ca bly weaken the
b6-square. The text move al lows the

white knight to go to b5, with very sad
con se quences for Black. I give the rest
of the game with out com ments.

20.Ãb3+ ®h8 21.©xc7 Õxc7
22.Àb5! Ãf5+ 23.®a1 Õxc5
24.Àd6 Àe7 25.Àf7+ ®g8
26.Àxe5+ ®f8 27.Àd7+ Ãxd7
28.Õxd7 Õac8 29.a3 Õc1+
30.Õxc1 Õxc1+ 31.®a2 ®e8
32.Õxb7 Õf1 33.Ãe6 Àg6
34.Õxa7 Õxf2 35.Õxg7 1-0

Sec tion 2: White plays 3.Àc3 and 4.e3

Game 40
Carlsen,Magnus
Ivanchuk,Vasily
Leon (rapid chess) 2009

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Àc3 c6 4.e3

TsLdMlSt
jJ_._JjJ
._J_J_._
_._J_._.
._Ii._._
_.n.i._.
Ii._.iIi
r.bQkBnR

TsLdMlSt
jJ_._JjJ
._J_J_._
_._J_._.
._Ii._._
_.n.i._.
Ii._.iIi
r.bQkBnR

Com pared to 4.Àf3 (Sec tion 1) this
move has a clear dis ad van tage: The
queen’s bishop is shut in, and if Black
now trans poses to the Stone wall, then
the set-up with Ãf4 is not pos si ble.
On the other hand, the Ìc4 is now pro -
tected, whilst White has to reckon with
the sharp Noteboom Vari a tion 4...dxc4
if he plays 4.Àf3.

4...Ãd6

Be fore Black plays ...f7-f5, he makes a
use ful de vel op ing move.

4...f5 leads af ter 5.Ãd3 Ãd6 to the
game. White also has the sharp op tion
5.g4!?, with which he has scored well
in prac tice. De spite that, I am not sure
whether in the main vari a tion 5...Àf6!
he re ally has an ad van tage (af ter
5...fxg4 6.©xg4 Àf6 7.©g2 fol lowed
by Àf3, Ãd2,  0-0-0, White in fact has
good at tack ing chances) 6.gxf5 exf5
7.©b3 dxc4 8.Ãxc4 Ãd6! – af ter both
9.Ãf7+ ®e7 and 9.Àf3 ©e7 play
seems re ally un clear to me.
Also pos si ble is 5.f4!? Àf6 6.Àf3 and
then Ãf1-d3, cf. 6.f4 in the main text.
4...Àd7 ð Game 41.

5.Ãd3

Take care – now af ter 5...Àf6 6.Àf3 a
line from the Meran can ap pear (1.d4
d5 2.c4 c6 3.Àf3 Àf6 4.Àc3 e6 5.e3
Ãd6 6.Ãd3), which is not con sid ered
ter ri bly fa vour able for Black (the main
move is the flex i ble 5...Àbd7). But if in 
the afore men tioned Meran move or der
you would pre fer 6.©c2 and not
6.Ãd3, you can also de cide here to play
5.©c2. Then af ter 5...Àf6 6.Àf3 you
are in ‘your’ Meran, whilst 5...f5 6.Ãd3 
Àf6 7.Àge2 leads to our main game.

Chap ter  14: The De layed S tone wal l

193


