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Preface

Welcome to Volume 2 of Cheparinov's 1.d4!.

In the second part of the series, | am sharing my knowledge about the Slav Defense.
| am confident that the book contains many new and interesting ideas and | have
tried to provide you with the best practical options. Objectively speaking Black
looks good in many lines but in practice things may look different. While | cannot
promise you a big advantage in each line, | do believe you will have the best practi-
cal chances during the game.

Writing the second volume was very challenging for me. The Slav encompasses a
wide but solid body of theory. Black has plenty of options and finding advantages
and practical chances was not easy at all. In any case. From amateurs to very strong
players, | believe that every chess player will appreciate this book.. While the Covid
pandemic gave me a lot of free time to concentrate on the book, | am very happy
to see that many tournaments are back. This means that my book can be useful and
you may actually be able to apply some of the ideas in your games.

The best way to use this book is to first examine the lines on an actual board and
then check them with an engine. | hope this method of study increases your under-
standing of the positions that arise from the Slave. This book can be a very im-
portant starting point for building your 1.d4 repertoire.

Ivan Cheparinov
December 2021
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a) 3.9 f3 -- alternatives

1.d4 d5 2. ¢4 ¢6 3. N f3

We begin by examining early deviations
by Black.

EASL Wb AHE|
F O dididi
F 3
F 3
&4

N
A A B A A& A
Ena¥pe E

Position after: 3. 9\f3

3...a6

This rare move usually transposes to
other lines.

A) 3... £f5? It is too early for Black to
develop the bishop. 4. cxd5

EA WhahEp
ii diiai
i
Al &
A
2
A& A A
g@g@gg =

Position after: 4. cxd5

Al) After 4... 2xb15. Exbl Wxds 6.

a3 White just wants to develop by g3-
2g2.

A AA
E£@@£ 2

Position after: 6. a3

6... 2)f6 7. g3 €6 8. 282 Le7 9. 0-0
0-0

Position after: 9... 0-0

White is much better for example: 10.
De5 Wd8 11. ba Dbd7 12. Dcs!
b6 13. PDa5!

- W Ed |

i 2£41414i
Ai i4

N
A A

A A

A A LA

Ea¥W EH
Position after: 13. Ha5!

The knight is perfectly placed there.
13... Wd7 14. We2+
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A2) 4... cxd5 5. Wh3

EA Weahgl

di diii
i &
A

‘%’ )
A8 A A

g@,@, L EH

Position after: 5. Wb3

Black is already in danger.

A2.1) Black is just a pawn down af-
ter 5... D6 6. N3 Dfe 7. Wxb7
£d78. Wb3 Ebg 9. Wd1+.

A2.2) If 5... Wc7 6. &c3 e6 then 7.
b5 Whe 8. L4 Na6 9. Ecl +-.

A2.3) 5... Wcg 6. &\c3 e6 7. Lf4
Threatens &\b5 which is impossible
to stop. 7... &6 [Bad is 7... a6 In
view of 8. a4l] 8. Y\bs!

E U eaaz
F 3 3 F Y 3 3
a i
e
A @

o 5
A4 AA A A
b $ol g

Position after: 8. @BbSI

8... 2b4+ 9. ©d1 ©fg 10. Ec1+
White dominates.

A24) 5... L2c8is very passive. 6. e4!
The most direct way to take the

initiative. 6... dxe4 7. b5+ £d7 [If
7... 2\d7 then 8. Y5 e6 9. d5+] 8
%gS!

EA WeopE
Ai f4aidi
2 A
A &

W
A A AAA
Eng & B

Position after: 8. &g5!

[Not as good is 8. &e5 e6 9. d5
Was+ 10. Dc3 Lxb5 11. dxe6 6
when the knight on g5 would be
better in this position!] 8... e6 [8...
Nh69. 2c4e610. d5+] 9. d5! Now
White has a big initiative. 9... Wa5+
[9... exd5 10. Wxd5 Dh6 11. PDc3+]
10. Dc3 Lxb5 11. Wxbs5+ Wxbs
12. Pxb5 a6 13. dxeb+—

=4 @oAHEN
F 3 3 F Y 3 3
a A
5 5y
i
A4 A A& A
B & © |

Position after: 13. dxe6+—
White is nearly wining.

B) 3... £g4? Another developing move
which gives White a lot of free tempos.
4. 9 e5 £.c8 All other bishop moves will
be met by 5.cxd5 cxd5 6. %b3. 5. cxd5
cxd5 6. D3



Chapter 1: Rare 3" Moves

13

EAs W o EHN
ii diiai

A
A
2
AR AR AR
2 S8da H

Position after: 6. %\c3

The simplest way to take the advantage
is just to develop. [Also tempting is: 6.
e412.] 6... 96 7. 24 6 8. e3+ This is
very similar to the exchange Slav, but
with free tempos for White.

C) 3... g6 This move is similar to the
Schlechter system. In most cases it will
justtranspose. 4. \c3 £g7 [4... &\f6] 5.
cxd5 cxd5 6. &4

EAsWd AE
ii difi
i
i

A 2

DD
A4 A
2

E
|0Rx >
[pEC=>

&
Position after: 6. 24

Eventually Black must play ....2)f6 and
transpose to Schlechter.

4. Nc3

The most principled.

4... dxc4?!
The only difference in playing ...a6 so
early is that Black threatens to take the

c4-pawn.

Instead, 4... 9)f6 transposes to the Che-
banenko.

5.a4

White stops ...b5 and threatens e4 or
e3.

5... ))f6

EAslids E
i diai
i 2 A

A A A
AN D

A AAAA

E a¥ve EH

Position after: 5... H\f6

6.e3
| prefer this solid option.

Another more direct option is 6. e4!? b5
when Black must sacrifice an exchange,
otherwise his position will be very pas-
sive. 7. axb5 cxb5



14 Cheparinov’s 1.d4 (Volume 2: The Slav Defense)

EAsWiede Ep
Lidi

i a

i

LA A

2N

A Y
2 S8da I

Position after: 7... cxb5

A) The position after 8. &xb5 axb5
[worse is 8... Dxed?! 9. Lxc4 e6 10.
0-0+; or 8... b7 9. 3 Yxe4 10.
2xc4+]9. Exa8 2b710. Ea1 Hxes

A Wees ¥
2 diii

[m]

F 3
iA4
A

a A A& A
2 29ude E

Position after: 10... Hxed

does not look so clear. Black has cer-
tain compensation for the exchange,
but on the other hand White is still on
the better side. For example: 11. £e2
e612. 0-0 2d6 13. b3! )3 14. W2
Dxe2+15. Wxe2 0-0 [15... 2.d5?21 16.
\e5] 16. bxcd bxca

A W Ed
2 dii
L1

i A

[m]

)
WA A A
2 2 =g~

Position after: 16... bxc4

A1) Of course not 17. Wxc4? be-
cause of 17... 2xf3 18. gxf3 Wha
turning the tables.

A2) 17. £a31? £d5 18. De5 [18.
2 xd6 Wxd6 19. De5 H\c6 is noth-
ing special.] 18... £xe5! 19. dxe5
He820. Wga Nc621. £d6 Whet.

d |o
F Y 3 3

b [t

Wa L
L'}
i 14

8 &4
2 p=q~2)

Position after: 21... Whet

Black has very good chances to sur-
vive.

A3) 17. De5 Lxe5 [17... 7?6 18.
Ed14]18. dxe5 Wds 19. f4 Ec8t

A xE @ |o
i didi
i
WA
i a

W AR
2 & EHd

Position after: 19... Ec8t

Black definitely has chances to save
the day here.

B) 8. e5!? An interesting intermediate
move which saves the pawn on e4 but
gives the black knight the d5-square.
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8... )d5 9. P xb5 axb5 [Bad is 9... e6
10. c3 b4 11. £d2+ with a clear
advantage for White.] 10. Exa8 £b7
11. Ea71? An interesting option.

A Weée gl
B diai

i AA

4 A

5
A A A A
auwal g

Position after: 11. Ea71?

White is ready to return the exchange
in order to take the advantage. [After
11. Eal e6 12. Le2 & c6% Black has
compensation for the exchange.] 11...
Whe 12. Exb7 Wxb7 13. e6!

A &4 Els
LAY W Y F |
i

A
a
A

A
a a4
£

&
=

Position after: 13. e6!

With this move White stops the devel-
opment of the black pieces. 13... fxe6
14. &g57 It seems that White has a
serious initiative, although the posi-
tion remains very complicated and
needs future analysis.

6...€6 7. 2xc4 c5

Now the position is very similar to a line
that we will discuss later. The only dif-
ference is that Black played ...a6 which
looks useless and is just a loss of tempo.

8.0-0

EAsidd Eim
A Adai
A i 4
i
A LA
22 YA
it AAA
E 29 EQ

Position after: 8. 0-0

8... 2\c6

If 8... cxd4 9. exd4 Le7 then 10. d5! is
very strong.

EAsWée K|
A fiai
i il
A
AL L
AN
A AAA
E 20 B

Position after: 10. d5!

10... exd5 11. Pxd5 Dxd5 12. &xd5
0-0 13. Wh3 /Nd7 14. Le3+ with a big
advantage.

9. We2
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The most principled continuation. An-
other option is: 9. d5 exd5 10. &xd5
Dxd5 11. 2xd5 2d6 12. Wh3 0-0 13.
£.d2+.

9... cxd4
If Black avoids taking on d4 with 9...

£e7?! then 10. dxc5 £xc5 11. ed+ is
very strong.

10. exd4
E oo o E|m
i dd i
i A ia
AL LA
2 N
A WaaA
2 2 e

Position after: 10. exd4
10... Le7

Itis very dangerous to take the pawn by
10... Dxd4 11. Dxda Wxd4 because of
12. Ed1 Wpe [12...Wg4? [oses Immedi-
ately in view of 13. &ds5! Wxe2 14.
Nc7+ De7 15. Lxe2 Eb8 16. L.f4
Nd7 17. Eacl+; or 12... Wcs5 13,
2e3+]13. 2e3 £¢5 14. a5 Wee 15.
Da4 Lxe316. Wxe30-017. b6 Eb8

(see analysis diagram next column)

White has a lot of options here. One of
which appears to be 18. £b3+.

E o Ed o

i ddi
AW 34
il

2
&

A A& A

=4 g &9

Position after: 17... Eb8
11. Ed1

Black is behind in development of his
pieces. For example:

11... N\ba

A) If 11... 0-0 then 12. d5! exd5 13.
Nxd5+

B) Or 11... \d5 12. He5 0-0 13. W3+
12. He5 0-0

White has several plans here. | prefer
13. W3+

with the idea of Wg3 or h3.

E oW Ed =

A L2414
i i

2
AWML A
H Y

A AAA

E L D

Position after: 13. W3+
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b) 3...dxc4 4.e3 b5

1.d4 d5 2. c4 c6 3. 23 dxca 4... £e6 It will be examined in the next
chapter.

This line is not very popular nowadays. |

believe it is very suspicious of Black, but 5. a4

White still needs to know a lot.

EAL W aAhEH
EHeWice 6 A E|C i 4dii1
4 i Adiidid 4
F 3 4
A A A
i A YA
N A A A
A A AAAA EQ&?@%@L =4
g @:%@@g g. Position after: 5. a4

Position after: 3... dxc4
5...e6
4.e3
The most accurate move order for
Worse is: 4. e4?! b5 5. a4 because of 5...  Black.
e6 6. axb5 cxb5 7. b3 &\f6
In case of 5... @)f6 6. axb5 cxb5 the dif-

EHaliba E|o ference between 5...2)f6 and 5...e6 can
F ) 411 be seen after 7. &)c3! When White at-
il tacks the b5 pawn. If Black had played
4 A4 A 5...e6 instead of 5... &)f6 he could play
A A A
EN2Wdha  E| EQoW@Rs E=
Position after: 7... 2\f6 F ) 4131
A
and the pawn on e4 is under attack. 4 iA
QN AD
4...b5 A AAA
2 o¢de H

The favorite move of GM Igor Khenkin. Position after: 7. ¢3!
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[White can transpose to the main line
with 7. b3 e6.] 7... £d7?! Looks very
risky. [Another way to protect the pawn
is: 7... Whe 8. b3 e6 9. bxcd bxcd 10.
Lxc4 2b4 11. Ld2+.

EAas & E|
i idi
W a4

L84
AT
2 AAA
p=S YD 2

Position after: 11. £d2%

The queen on b6 is not ideal for Black.]
8. Ne5 Now the threat is Wf3. 8... a5
Clears space for the rook. [8... Wh6?!1 9.
b3.]

ia Wed ¥
2 434i
a
i i 2
4 A
AN
A AAA
B guwe E

Position after: 8... a5

[m]

A) Blackis more or less fine after 9. b3
e6 10. bxcd b4 11. £d2 bxca 12.
W3 [or 12. 2xc4 Dc6=] 12... Ba7
13. &xc4 0-0 14. 0-0 Ec7 15. Efcl
We7=

B) 9. W3 Ea6

(see analysis diagram next column)

a W
L}

E
di

e o
P
b [

a5

A
2

Position afte

B = & »@

f 3
)
&

W

A A& A
K X
9. Ea6

=

B1) Unclearis 10. b3 cxb3 11. @xd7
Nbxd7 12. Lxb5 Eb6 13. Exab e6

Wep o XE

A 1411
b Py
=il

A
A Ay

Y

£ & &

Position after: 13... e6

[m]

For example: 14. 0-0 £b4 15. Ea8
Eb8 16. La3 Lxc3 17. Exb8
Wxbg 18. Wee 2d8!

W g Eln
A 141
Y
2
A
L4148 A
A AL
=§e)

Position after: 18... ©d8!

19. Bb1 [Or 19. Wxc3 Wxbs 20.
Ec1 Wp7 21, Was+ Whe 22. We3
Wh7= with a draw.] 19... Wc8 20.
Wd6 b2 [Also unclear is 20... Ee8
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21. Exb3 2a50] 21. We7+ Dc7
22. Wde+= with a draw.

B2) An interesting and positional
option for White is 10. £e21? e6 11.
@g?,o:o.

i@ O

Position after: 11. Wg35
It is difficult for Black to develop.

B3) 10. g4! A very concrete contin-
uation. 10... &6 [If 10... h6?!
strong is: 11. Dxd7 Wxd7 12. W51
e613. Wxb5 Wxb5 14. Dxb5 L ba+
15. £d2+; or 10... 2e6 11. Dxb5!
£d5? 12. Lxc4!+

A Wesd Xl
didi

A A 1A
2 £ & I

Position after: 12. 2 xc4 !+

A nice little tactic!] 11. Dxd7 Wxd7
12. g5!

A
E|
2. g5!

A
A
E £ &

Position after:

[EN

Forcing the knight to go back. 12...
g8 [In case of 12... D\b4 13. Wg31
Is very strong] 13. @xb5 e6 14.
&xcd Lba+ 15. Dfl+— Black is
nearly lost.

@ AE
W 244
E a i
AD A
L2048
Ay

A A A
2 2 ® E
Position after: 15. @f1+—

6. axb5 cxb5 7. b3

EALWeoAEm
A Adai
i

A
i A
A a9
AAA
Ena¥Wda E

Position after: 7. b3
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Now 7. &)c3 is not the same because of
7... 2b4.

7... D)f6

The new fashion. Black wants to deve-
lop without exchanging the black-
squared bishops.

7... £b4+ This move is much more pop-
ular in practice. Black wants to quickly
develop his pieces with a gain of tempo.
8. £d2 £xd2+ 9. Dbxd2 a5 Is similar
to the Noteboom system. This move has
been played many grandmasters. [Whi-
te has an easy game after 9... &)f6 10.
bxc4 bxc4 11. £xc4 0-0 12. 0-0%

EALW Eé |
i Adi
il
204
A D
N AAA
E ¥ B

Position after: 12. 0-0%

The pawn on a7 is very lonely and can
be attacked very easy by White's heavy
pieces. Sarana, A (2636) — Esipenko, A
(2620) chess.com 2019.] 10. bxc4 b4 To
me this position looks very dubious for
Black. In my opinion White's center is
much stronger than Black's two passed
pawns as they can be weaknesses in the
future.

EAL e AE
dii
4

[m]

i
LA
A D
ALY
2 0oae I

Position after: 10... b4

11. YeS5! It is important to start with
this move which prohibits ...2b7 due
to Wad+. 11... &H)fe 12. Le2 [White
achieve nothing after 12. Wad+ &fd7.]
12... 0-0 [Again bad is: 12... £b7? be-
cause of: 13. Wad+! Nfd7 14. c5!+
when Black is in serious trouble.] 13.
£ f3 An important tempo.

EALW Eeé |
Adi
iad

i &

dAA
AL

D AAA
2 wd =

Position after: 13. £f3

A) 13... BEa7 14. 0-0 Wc7 15. Was
£.d7 [Now 15... Dbd7? is bad in view
of 16. &\c6; also bad is 15... 2b7? 16.
2xb7 Wxb7 17. £\b3+] 16. Dxd7
Nbxd7 17. Efclx White's position is
easier to play. Rapport, R (2444) — Bo-
ros, D (2494) Budapest 2010.

B) 13... £a6 14. 0-0 Wc7 15. Was
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B1) If 15... £d7?! 16. 2xd7 Dbxd7
The difference compared to 13...
Ha7 is that sometimes in case of
...Ab6 White can respond with
Whs attacking the black rook on a6.
17. Ea2!

Ege |u
Wa i1ii
£ iA
i
WaAaA
AL
=4 N AAA
p=qei)

Position after: 17. Ea2!

Now White has time to consolidate.
17... Eb8 18. Efal+ Black's posi-
tion is very difficult.

B2) 15... Dbd7 16. £)d3 This is the
perfect position for the knight. 16...
e5 The only active plan for Black. 17.
Wh51 Threatens Pb4. 17... exd4 18.
exd4 De8

£ AEe |
Wa iii
E
Ay
A A4
A
D AAA
=S =§e)

Position after: 18... He8

[In the game Shipov, S (2575) — Po-
pov, V (2440) St Petersburg 1997,
Black played: 18... £a7?! and after

19. ¢c5 B d8 20. Db3+ got into seri-
ous trouble.] 19. @gS [White can
fall into a nice trap after 19. c5?
Eh6! which attacks h2 and threat-
ens ...2a6!: but also possible is: 19.
Efc1 2d6 20. Wgs he 21. Wg3t]
19... h6 20. Wg3+ White keeps the

advantage.
EAoWde Ep
4 4441
id
4
i A
A A QD
A A A
EnaWha E

Position after: 7... &\f6
8. bxc4 bxcd 9. £xc4 2.d6

If9... Le7

[m]

EA ¢ W E
F LMY O
Py

L4
A D
Y
ENEWD  H

Position after: 9... 2e7

10. &e5! might be very interesting for
White. 10... 0-0 [Probably better is 10...
W7 when White still gains a small ad-
vantage after 11. £a3 £ fd7 12. Hxd7
Dxd7 13. Dd2 L.xa3 14. Exa3 0-0
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E 2 E& |
i Wa ia4

i

LA

b=t 2)
N BAB
¥

Position after: 14... 0-0

15. 0-0%.] 11. W31 &Nd5 12. D3 [An-
other attractive option is: 12. £xd5!?
exd5 13. 0-0 a5 14. £a3%] 12... b4
13. £d2 £b77!

EA W Ed
F -] ddi

i
L YA
L2004
DAY
2 AalA
Pt L X

Position after: 13... 2b7?!

[m]

[If 13... £2xc3 14. xc3 Lb7?

[m]

EfH W Ed

F K2 F Y 3 3
A
24
2 W
A A& A
P =
Position after: 14... 2b7?

B = e

15. &2b4l+; probably better is: 13...
Nb6 14. £d3 a5 15.0-0 La6 16. Lxab
Hxabt.] 14. Dxd5 Lxd2+ 15. Lxd2
£xd5 [15... exd5 16. £b5!1+ stopping
..N\c6!.] 16. £xd5 exd5

Ea W Ee |
i F Y 3 3
A
A
A

L AAaAl
B E

Position after: 16... e)GS
Kramnik, V (2710) — Huebner, R (2605)
Biel 1993. White is much better here af-
ter 17. Ehcl+.

10. 0-0

Or 10. £a3 0-0 11. 0-0.

10...0-0
EALW E& o
4 F Y O
2i4
24
A D
A AA
ENnaW Ed
Position after: 10... 0-0
11. £a3!

| think it is important to exchange the
black-squared bishops.

11... 2xa3

Or11... 2b7 12. Dbd2 &c6 13. £xd6
Wxd6 14. Wagz.
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12. Hxa3 b7 13. Le2t

The position is only slightly better for
White, but it is very pleasant to play.

White has no risk and a very easy plan.
The next moves can be Yc4, Wa4.

EA W E& |
AL Adai
A4
&
2 A4
L4484
E ¥ E@

Position after: 13. £e2%

c) 3...dxc4 4.e3 Le6

1. d4 d5 2. ¢4 ¢6 3. 23 dxc4 4. e3

EAL W0 AE|m
F 9K didi
F

F Q)
YA
A A A A48
2n2WdHa H

Position after: 4. e3

4.. Le6

The most popular move.

5. D31

| prefer this move.

White does not want to regain the pawn

at once but to develop and exploit the
strange position of the bishop on e6.

White has some other options in 5. a4
or 5. \bd2 b5 6. a4.

5...b5
Black tries to defend his pawn on c4 at
all costs. Definitely the most critical con-

tinuation.

The alternative is 5... &\f6 6. &g5!
When Black has different options.

EA Weée El
Ai Aaaa
i 24

2
iA
AN
A8 AalB
2 oUde

Position after: 6. 2g5!

A) After: 6... &5 7. &xc4 e6 8. ed
£.g6 9. 0-0 White has a serious initia-
tive. 9... h6
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EfH Weéha E|o center and the bishop on h5 is out of
id i F Q¥ § the game.
i 1423
QR A a C) Another option is: 6... £d5 7. e4
N h6 8. exd5 hxg5 9. dxc6 Dxc6 10. d5
A A A AR Des5
E W Ed
Position after: 9... h6 E g & E|o
F ¥ F 3 W
A1) Also good is: 10. Df31? Lxed a
[10... Dxed 11. De5] 11. Dxed 1 Al &
Dxed 12. Wb3 Nd6 13. Lxe6- @
with a serious attack. AR A
E QJ@@Q@ =4
A2) 10. Yh3! Is very attractive. 10... Position after: 10... He5

Dxed [Or 10... 2xed 11. Dixed
DNxed 12. Hf4-] 11. D4 Pxc3 12. 11. 2xg51 White has a very serious

bxc3 £f5 13. g4! White goes all in! initiative.
13... &h7
D) 6... Wd7 7. e4! White gains more
EA Wde Ep space.
id i F Y 33
i i i D1) If 7... b5?! 8. a4! is strong.
P s ia & E
A A A i Waakai
E pu B® A L4
Position after: 13... £h7 A 4 LA A a
[If 13... 2e4 then 14. Eel £d5 15. @3 A AR
£d3 g5 16. Hxd5 cxds 17. Ebl P=¢ g@@g =
We7 18. Wh3+ Black cannot pro- Position after: 8. a4!
tect both pawns on d5 and b7.] 14
£ xe6! White has a crushing attack. The threat to take b5 and play d5 af-
For example: 14... fxe6 15. &xe6 ter that is very serious. 8... b4 [8...
W6 16. Eel £d6 17. d5+. £g4 9. f3 £h5 White has plenty of
good options here. Most of all | like
B) Very passive is 6... £g4 7. f3 £h5 10. g4! £g6 11. axb5 cxb5 12. f4 h6

8. £xc4 e6 9. e4+ White has a strong 13. Df3+— when Black faces big
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problems.] 9. &e2 h6 10. Dxe6 £ dod Elu
Wxe6 11. f3+ Followed by &\f4. di W 12
d i F
D2) There is little difference after 44
LAHD
7. Da6 8. Le2.
A A A A A
D3) 7... h6 8. Dxe6 Wxe6 9. e5 E 2% E&
Black's position seems very suspi- Position after: 12. Ded+
cious to me as he lags in develop-
ment. With a very big advantage for White
in: Gelfand, B (2691) — Zilberman, Y
EA o El= (2513) Tel Aviv 1999.
id i diid
i Ya i E) 6... Wcg 7. Le2 | believe this is
A 4 better as White just wants to develop
I his pieces as quickly as possible.
A A A A A
E 2Wdha E| EQAW doo K
Position after: 9. e5 id i Adiidi
i 24
9... \d5 [Probably slightly better is A
. i A
9... Dbd7 but still after 10. Le2 2 A
Nds 11. 0-0 D7b6 12. a4 a5 13. AR QA AR
L4 We614. e6- E 2Wd =4
Position after: 7. £e2
)¢ @6 El
i diid [If 7. e4 b5 8. a4 £.g4 This is the dif-
Aai A Wa ference compared to 6...%d7. Now
g ‘? 8 the bishop can escape to d7. 9. f3
2 £.d7 10. axb5 cxb5 11. €5 h6 12. h3
A A AR Ah713. d5 ebo]
E W Ed
Position after: 14. e6— E1l) 7... £g4 8. f3 £h5 9. e4£ The
black bishop is stuck on h5 again
Black's position is critical.] 10. £xc4 which seems very dangerous. 9... b5

W47 11. 0-0 e6 12. Ded+ because of 10. 0-0
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EAW &8 g
i Aida
i A
i DL
A& A
D A
AR 4l AA
E 29 B

Position after: 10. 0-0

10... €6 [Or 10... h6 11. Yh3 Lg6
12. a4 b4 13. Dbl e6 14. Dfa Lh7
15. &xc4+ with a clear advantage
for White.] 11. g4! h6 [After 11...
£g612.f41 h6 13. f5

EAW &8 Ep
i id
i iAci
i i34
Aaa A

)
A4 & a
2 29 B

Position after: 13. f5

with a very dangerous initiative. For
example: 13... exf5 14. gxf5 hxg5 15.
fxgb fxgb 16. 5 Wh3 17. Ef2+.]

EAW & Ep

F
F 3

F 3
A A
2

A4
g2 2y

id

id i
K]

A4
A

& 1A

=§e)

Position after: 11... h6

12. Dxe6! Wxe6 13. gxh5 Black’s
position is extremely dangerous.
13... £b4 [13... Dxh5? 14. f4 D6
15. e5 \d5 16. 5

EA &8 Ep
i id
AW g
A AAA
i A

&

A4 a
2 2y Ed

Position after: 16. f5

16... W47 17. 2h5+] 14. ©h1->
The next move is Eg1.

E2) 7... b5 8. Dxe6 Wxe6 9. 0-0

EA &8 Ep
i didi
i Wa

F 3
i A
AN
84 LAAA
2 2y Ed

Position after: 9. 0-0

Black is vastly underdeveloped.
Now the idea is to open the position
with b3. 9... £bd7 10. b3 cxb3 11
axb3T White has a very strong initi-
ative.

E3) 7... Da6 Looks to slow after 8.
0-0 £\c79.e4 g6
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Do~ [ing

S = FE
e o

i
2

> ko e @

A

AA | 2AAA
E oW H&

Position after: 9... g6

10. £f41 White's chances are defi-
nitely better here.

E4) 7... g6 seems logical. The other
moves are 8. e4! The most direct ap-
proach. [Also good is 8. P\xe6 Wxe6
9. Waat]8... £g7 [Worse is 8... b5
9. e5 Nd5 10. Nxe6 Wxeb 11. ad+]
9. e5 &\d5 10. £xc4 0-0 [After 10...
Hxc3 White has 11. £xe6.] 11.
Nxe6 Wxeb 12. Wh3+

Y Ed |
i Aifa
Ao W4
aa

24
W
A4 AAA
E & &

P;ition after:- 12. @tgi
White has a serious advantage.
6. Le2!
| really like this approach. White is try-

ing to develop very quickly and open the
position with b3 at the right moment.

EA WeoAEs
i Aiii
i 2

i

i A

22 YA
AA | LAAA
E 2% E

Position after: 6. 22!

There are many games with 6. a4 b4 7.
Ned OHf6. In my opinion it is unclear if
White is better here.

6... 2)f6 7. 0-0 g6

The rest of the moves seem very slow to
me. For example 7... Dbd7?! 8. Hg5!
25 9. e4 £g6 10. f4 h6 11. f5+ and
White is much better.

EA Wéee E|
i i &
i fAi

i A

D AD
BB | LAAA
E 20 E&

Position after: 7... g6

F

8. b3IN

An important novelty! White opens the
position immediately.
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EA Wea Ei=
i Ai &
A LAi

i
i A4
A A
A 24 A4
E 29 EHEP

Position after: 8. b3IN

In the game Wang, Y (2656) — Zhang, P
(2657) Shandong 2007 White played: 8.
Ng5 £.¢8 9. b3 and after 9... h6 10.
Nged b4

[m]

EAsiids K
i i
i Aii

diAad

Mz it
LA AL

E. 2% HE®

Position after: 10... b4

11. Dxfe+ exf6 12. QDe4 5 13. PS5 3
14. a3 £xc5 15. dxc5 the position was
very unclear.

EAsWd  E
i i
i id
A i
i
ALK A
LAAA

E 29 B

Position after: 15. dxc5

Now Black could play 15... Wxd1 16.
Exdl £a6 17. £f3 £d7! 18. axb4 [or
18. £xc6 0-0-0; 18. Ed6 Hes5] 18

£ b5 with very unclear complications.

8...cxb3
The most principled move.

A) Black is just worse after 8... £g7 9.
bxc4 bxc4 10. e4!?

EA Weé  E|
i difi
i gam

A& A
AN

LA AL

E. 2% HE®

Position after: 10. e4!?

Probably the best! 10... 0-0 11. £e3
Was 12. Ecl The £g5 threat looks
very unpleasant.

B) 8... b4 9. Pa4 cxb3 [9... c3?! 10. a3
a5 11. £\c5+] 10. axb3T and White has
an easy game.

EA Wehe Ep
i idi i
i 2Ai

Y Y
A 8D
LAAA
E 29 E

Position after: 10. axb3T
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9. @gS!

The whole point!

EA Wea Ei=
i Ai &
A LAi
i 2
&

x% &
L4484
E a4y B

Position after: 9. &g5!

9. axb3 Lg7w
9... bxa2

9... £¢8 10. Wxb3 e6 11. e4! White has
a very nice game here in my opinion.

EALWe s K
i i &
i iAi
i D
& &

oy
a LAARA
2 2 2

Position after: 11. e4!

A) Bad is 11... £g7? in view of 12. e5
d5 13. Dced 0-0 14. Wh3 he 15.
N f3 h5 16. D g5+ with a nearly win-
ning attack.

B) Possible is 11... b4 12. e5! &\d5
[worse is 12... bxc3?! 13. exf6 Wxf6
14. Wxc3+; or 12... Wxd4 13. Pbs!

Do g
R

&
2 2 ED
Position after: 13. &\b5!

13... Wxes 14. 2b2 Wxgs 15. N7+
Dd8 16. Zxa8+] 13. Hced h6 14.
Wh3t,

C) 11... h6 12. e5! White must go for-
ward.

C1) Worse is: 12... hxg5?! 13. £xg5
Nbd7 14. 213! A nice intermediate
move. White needs to play with pre-
cision.

E oWe@oe g
i A i
i a4
i A &
A

wHn e
A AAA
=4 ES

Position after: 14. 23!

14... Wc7 Aiming for h2! 15. &xb5!
Whe [White has very strong play af-
ter 15... cxb5 16. 2xa8 Wps 17.
2c6 ANd5 18. £xd5 exd5 19.
Efcl+.] 16. 2xc6! Wxco 17. Eacl
A5 [17... Wb7 18. D7+ 2d8 19.
Weo31+] 18. £xfe6 b7 19. Nc7+!

(see analysis diagram next page)
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- @8 El=

FE-RA i
W 224
a 4

A
W

& A& A

=4 Ed

Position after: 19. Hc7+!

Another important move! 19...
Wyxc7 20. £xh8 PDxb3 21. Exc7
a5 22. &6+ Black is still fighting,
but | believe white is clearly better.
For example: 22... £a3 23. Eb1
£.d5 24. Eb5! Hc4 25. Eb3 218
26. Eh3 b6 27. Eh8+-.

C2) 12... Ad5 13. ged Nd7 14.
£.d21 White has a nice initiative.

E oWda i
i  a i
A & aa
i Aas
YA
144
Al RLAAA
g E®

Position after: 14. £d21

10. Pxe6 fxe6 11. Wh3

Blackis three pawns up for the moment,
but it is clear that White's initiative is
very dangerous.

EA Wea Ei=
i i A
i i4i

i
&
e A
A LA AR
E & E@

Position after: 11. Wp3

11... Hd5

11... 2f7 12. e4?

12. Dea?
EA Wege Em
i i i
A 4 4
i A
A 9
1 A
i LA AA
2 2 2D

Position after: 12. Pe4?
Threatens £g5 and £.g4.

White's initiative is very strong. The
weak black pawns and the poor position
of the black king give White excellent
chances.
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