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1931
A great result for Alekhine

Alekhine dominates the Bled tournament; his
score of 20Ó/26 puts him 5Ó points clear of
second-placed Bogoljubow.

Nimzowitsch has made the risky decision to
cling on to a gambit pawn by 6...f7-f5?!. Ale-
khine now attacks ferociously.

7 f3!? exf3 8 Ëxf3 Ëxd4
8...Ëh4+ 9 g3 Ëxd4 is also precarious for

Black after 10 Ìb5!? or 10 Íf4.
9 Ëg3!
The main threats are 10 Ìb5 and 10 Íf4.
9...Ìf6!?
9...Ìe7 10 Íe3! Ëf6 11 0-0-0 favours White.
10 Ëxg7 Ëe5+
Black uses a tempo to cover the c7-pawn.

10...Îg8!? 11 Ëxc7 Ìc6 12 Íf4 Ìe4 13 Íe2
gives White dangerous play, but is unclear.

11 Íe2 Îg8 12 Ëh6 Îg6 13 Ëh4 Íd7?!
13...Îxg2?! 14 Íf4 is good for White, but

13...Îg4!? could be tried.
14 Íg5! Íc6?
This leads to trouble, but 14...Ìc6 15 0-0-0

0-0-0 16 Îhe1 is awkward for Black.
15 0-0-0 Íxg2
Or 15...Ìbd7 16 Îhe1 with a decisive attack.
16 Îhe1 Íe4 17 Íh5 Ìxh5 18 Îd8+ Êf7

19 Ëxh5 1-0
Black is defenceless; one threat is 20 Ìxe4.

15 Íd3! Íd7 16 Ìe5 Îfd8!
16...Íxa4 is strongly met by 17 Ìg6!.
17 f4!?
17 Ëf3 is a simpler method; White has an

edge after 17...Íc6 18 Ìxc6 bxc6 19 Îfd1.
17...Íe8 18 Ìg4 Îxd4 19 Íxf6 Íxf6 20

Ìxf6+ gxf6 21 Ìe4 Îad8?!
Better is 21...f5! 22 Ìf6+ Êf8, when White

has no immediate way to smash through.
22 Ìxf6+ Êf8 23 Ìh7+! Êe7
23...Êg7 24 Ëg4+ Êh8 25 Ëh4! Îxd3 26

Ëxh6 leaves Black with no adequate defence.
24 f5 Î8d6 25 b4!
This surprising blow on the queenside dis-

rupts the coordination of the black pieces.
25...Ëxb4
25...Îxb4 26 Ëh5 e5 27 f6+ Êd8 28 Ëxh6

Îxd3 29 Ëf8 gives White a winning attack.
26 Ëe5 Ìd7 27 Ëh8! Îxd3?
27...Îc6! 28 Îxc6 bxc6 29 fxe6 fxe6 30 Ìf6

leaves White with some advantage, but it is not
necessarily decisive.

28 f6+ 1-0

Capablanca wins the New York tournament
(scoring 10/11), ahead of Kashdan. However,
Capablanca’s fabled invincibility may have
been a factor in the following episode.
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21...Ëxa4?!
This move is based on a faulty combination.
22 Îxd6 Ìbd5?? 23 Ëe5??
Marshall misses a golden opportunity to

swindle Capablanca. 23 Îa6! exploits Black’s
weak back rank, and wins, e.g. 23...Ìxf4 24
Îxa8+ Îd8 25 Îxd8+ Ìe8 26 Îxf4 with too
much material for the queen. One can only pre-
sume that Marshall thought that Capablanca
would never allow such a thing, and so wasn’t
even looking.

23...Îxd6 24 Ëxd6 Ìe4 25 Ëe5 Ëxc4
From here, Capablanca went on to win easily.

White has handled the opening carelessly,
giving insufficient attention to his king’s
defences.

13...Ía3!! 14 Ìa4
Or 14 Ëxe7 Íxb2+ 15 Êb1 Íxc3+ 16 Êc1

Íb2+ 17 Êb1 Ía3+, and Black emerges a
piece up.

14...Íxb2+! 15 Ìxb2 Ëa3 16 Ëe5 Îe8 17
Ëd4 c5! 18 Ëc3 Ëxa2 19 Íe1

This allows a forced mate, but 19 Íe3 is also
terrible for White.

19...Îe2!! 20 Íxe2 Ìe4 0-1

Chess News in Brief
Capablanca scores a 6-4 match victory over

Euwe in Amsterdam.
Sultan Khan beats Tartakower 6Ó-5Ó in a

match at Semmering.
The Prague Olympiad ends in victory for the

USA, with 48/72, ahead of Poland (47) and
Czechoslovakia (46Ó). Only four points sepa-
rate the top nine teams (from a total of 19).
Alekhine makes the best score on top board.

Botvinnik wins the 7th USSR Championship.
Viktor Korchnoi [Candidates Finalist in

1974; World Championship Challenger in 1978
and 1981] is born.

World News in Brief
Canada gains independence from Britain.
War breaks out between China and Japan, as

Japanese forces occupy Shenyang in Manchu-
ria.

In Germany, nearly five million people are
unemployed.

In Spain, republicans gain a large majority in
parliament; King Alfonso XIII abdicates.

The effects of the Great Depression hit Eu-
rope. Britain and other countries abandon the
gold standard.

In New York, the Empire State Building is
opened. At 1,245 feet (379 metres), it is the
world’s tallest building.

Ernst Ruska invents the electron microscope.
In the USA, radio telescopes are developed

by Karl Jansky.
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