
Pref ace

This is an ideal book for the ac tive club player who wants to un der stand what’s go ing
on in the ope ning of a chess game. I be lieve Chess Ope ning Es sen tials is:

l Com pre hen sive: it cov ers all main vari a tions likely to arise
l Easy-to-use: im por tant moves and key po si tions are high lighted in col our
l Long-last ing: it does n’t out date quickly be cause it is about the ba sics, not the lat est

fash ions
l Com plete: it ex plains the plans and counterplans for both White and Black
l Down-to-earth: sim ple, ver bal in tro duc tions (no da ta base-dump full of dead trees)
l Con ve nient: ev ery ope ning is il lus trated with a num ber of in struc tive games.

The au thors quite lu cidly ex plain the plans be hind the var i ous ope nings, as well as
many sub tle sim i lar i ties and dif fer ences be tween them. This way, with out giv ing
end less vari a tions, they man age to get across the es sence of ev ery ope ning. Also, the
of ten colour ful his tory of vari a tions is elab o rated upon in an en ter tain ing way.

Al though Chess Ope ning Es sen tials is about un der stand ing the ideas be hind the
ope nings, and not about fol low ing the lat est fash ions in top-level chess, we could not 
do with out a lim ited amount of up dat ing. This vol ume of the orig i nally Ital ian se ries
Capire le Ap er ture (pub lished in 2005) has been brought up to date with new de vel op -
ments and games un til the be gin ning of 2009.

The colours in this book we be lieve to be a great help for the reader to nav i gate
more quickly, and to dis tin guish be tween, for in stance, main lines and oth ers. Col -
oured text high lights im por tant moves, and also key ini tial po si tions and po si tions
aris ing af ter im por tant se quences. Bold type, be it in black or in col our, in di cates
main lines, which are also clas si fied and sub-clas si fied. Lines given in ital ics are un -
sound lines that should be avoided. 

But this is not all. There are also nu mer ous graphic fea tures high light ing moves,
plans, and strong or weak points. We be lieve that all this makes for a highly pleas ant
and ac ces si ble pre sen ta tion, and hope that you, our read ers, will agree.

I am con vinced that by study ing this book, be gin ners, ca sual play ers as well as
club play ers can im prove their game and en joy a deeper un der stand ing of the game
of chess in its en tirety. For even stron ger play ers it can be a tool to test and re view their 
ope ning rep er toire.

Pe ter Boel
Ed i tor
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How ever, of ten these non-com mit tal
eval u a tions are the only ap pro pri ate
com ment, and they cor re spond not
only to the com plex ity of the po si ti o n
in question, but also to the highly
complex nature of chess in general.

Anti-Meran 5.Ãg5

1. d2-d4 d7-d5
2. c2-c4 e7-e6
3. Àb1-c3 Àg8-f6
4. Àg1-f3 c7-c6
5. Ãc1-g5

TsLdMl.t
jJ_._JjJ
._J_Js._
_._J_.b.
._Ii._._
_.n._N_.
Ii._IiIi
r._QkB_R

TsLdMl.t
jJ_._JjJ
._J_Js._
_._J_.b.
._Ii._._
_.n._N_.
Ii._IiIi
r._QkB_R

A moun tain of the ory has been cre ated
with the study of this move in re cent
years. It is played with great fre quency
at all lev els, and it pro duces po si tions
that are among the most in ter est ing and 
com pli cated in all ope ning the ory. In
par tic u lar with 5...dxc4 the scale and
depth of anal y sis is such that we can do
no more than make an in tro duc tory
examination here.
At this point, we must make a brief di -
gres sion to dis cuss the vari a tion’s no -
men cla ture. Re cently it has be come
wide spread to use the term Botvinnik
Sys tem for all the po si tions that arise
af ter 5.Ãg5. This is his tor i cally un jus ti -
fied. The Botvinnik Sys tem is a gam bit
that is played by Black – not White! The 

di a gram po si ti o n was seen for de cades,
but ev ery body played the nat u ral
5...Àb8-d7 or 5...Ãf8-e7.
The con tri bu tion of the great So viet
cham pion was to ap pre ci ate the power of 

5. ... d5xc4!

TsLdMl.t
jJ_._JjJ
._J_Js._
_._._.b.
._Ji._._
_.n._N_.
Ii._IiIi
r._QkB_R

TsLdMl.t
jJ_._JjJ
._J_Js._
_._._.b.
._Ji._._
_.n._N_.
Ii._IiIi
r._QkB_R

In fact, this move had been played be -
fore by Stahlberg, Grünfeld and Euwe.
How ever, it was only Botvinnik, in sev -
eral games played in the 1940’s and
‘50’s, who made clear the con tin u a -
tion’s po ten tial for Black. 

6. e2-e4 b7-b5
7. e4-e5 h7-h6
8. Ãg5-h4 g7-g5
9. Àf3xg5! h6xg5!
10. Ãh4xg5 Àb8-d7
11. e5xf6 Ãc8-b7

T_.dMl.t
jL_S_J_.
._J_Ji._
_J_._.b.
._Ji._._
_.n._._.
Ii._.iIi
r._QkB_R

T_.dMl.t
jL_S_J_.
._J_Ji._
_J_._.b.
._Ji._._
_.n._._.
Ii._.iIi
r._QkB_R

If we now do a pawn count, it is White
who is a pawn up; there fore... 5.Ãg5
does not sac ri fice a pawn – it wins one!
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The move 5.e2-e3, which usu ally leads
to the Meran af ter 5...Àbd7 6.Ãd3
dxc4, has al ways been the most pop u lar 
choice, and there fore it is log i cal that
the move 5.Ãc1-g5 was usu ally la -
belled the Anti-Meran: the name
which seems to be the most ac cu rate.
Af ter 5.Ãc1-g5 Black can choose from
two in de pend ent vari a tions; ig nor ing
5...Àbd7, which af ter 6.e3 ©a5 trans -
poses to the Cam bridge Springs De -
fence, which we will look at later; and
5...Ãe7, which leads to a line of the
Or tho dox De fence in which Black has
pre ma turely played ...c7-c6. Now
White can achieve a good po si ti o n with 
6.e3 0-0 7.©c2! Àbd7 8.Õd1.
We will now dis cuss the two in de pend -
ent lines avail able to Black: 5...h7-h6
and 5...d5xc4.

Mos cow Vari a tion 5...h6

1. d2-d4 d7-d5
2. c2-c4 e7-e6
3. Àb1-c3 Àg8-f6
4. Àg1-f3 c7-c6
5. Ãc1-g5 h7-h6

TsLdMl.t
jJ_._Jj.
._J_Js.j
_._J_.b.
._Ii._._
_.n._N_.
Ii._IiIi
r._QkB_R

TsLdMl.t
jJ_._Jj.
._J_Js.j
_._J_.b.
._Ii._._
_.n._N_.
Ii._IiIi
r._QkB_R

And now we have the crit i cal ques tion
of what to do with the bishop: re treat it
to h4 and sac ri fice a pawn, or take on f6 
and be left with only one bishop?

 A) 6. Ãg5xf6 ©d8xf6

TsL_Ml.t
jJ_._Jj.
._J_Jd.j
_._J_._.
._Ii._._
_.n._N_.
Ii._IiIi
r._QkB_R

TsL_Ml.t
jJ_._Jj.
._J_Jd.j
_._J_._.
._Ii._._
_.n._N_.
Ii._IiIi
r._QkB_R

Black has the two bish ops. In com pen -
sa tion, White has a slight space ad van -
tage and a small lead in de vel op ment.

7. e2-e3
The most nat u ral. An in ter est ing sub sti -
tute is to play 7.g3 in Cata lan fash ion,
but Black equalises with 7...Àd7 8.Ãg2 
dxc4 9.0-0 e5.
It may be worth con sid er ing 7.©b3,
with the idea of ad vanc ing e2-e4 with -
out hav ing to worry about ...Ãb4+.

7. ... Àb8-d7
8. Ãf1-d3 d5xc4

It is also pos si ble to play 8...g6 or
8...©d8. How ever, with the two bish -
ops it is prob a bly wiser to open up the
po si ti o n.

9. Ãd3xc4 g7-g6

T_L_Ml.t
jJ_S_J_.
._J_JdJj
_._._._.
._Bi._._
_.n.iN_.
Ii._.iIi
r._Qk._R

T_L_Ml.t
jJ_S_J_.
._J_JdJj
_._._._.
._Bi._._
_.n.iN_.
Ii._.iIi
r._Qk._R

Better than 9...Ãd6, when the bishop
would be sub ject to e4-e5.

Semi-Slav De fence

231



10. 0-0 Ãf8-g7
11. ©d1-c2

11.e4 e5 gives Black a sat is fac tory
game. 

11. ... 0-0
Is White better or has Black equa lised?
The an swer prob a bly lies some where
be tween the two!

 B) 6. Ãg5-h4
Un til a few years ago this was con sid -
ered to be a gam bit of du bi ous merit;
now a days, it is in creas ingly pop u lar and 
well re spected. Com ment enough is
that it was played a good 5 times (4
draws and 1 black vic tory) in the 2007
World Cham pi on ship tour na ment in
Mex ico City. Any line played at this level 
is soon in the pub lic eye. The as so ci ated 
the ory con tin ues to grow with each
new top-level tour na ment, in which the 
line al most in ev i ta bly ap pears. The the -
ory for 6.Ãh4 is still evolv ing and it
will be well some time before it is fully
examined. 

6. ... d5xc4!
7. e2-e4 g7-g5

7...b5 8.e5 trans poses to the Botvinnik
Vari a tion.

8. Ãh4-g3 b7-b5
Here we see a real pawn sac ri fice:
White puts his faith in his nice cen tre
and the ef fec tive ness of pawn breaks on
d5 and h4.

9. Ãf1-e2
The num ber one choice. How ever, the
im me di ate 9.Àe5 is a very in ter est ing
sec ond choice: 9...Ãb7 (9...h5!? 10.h4
g4 11.Ãe2 Ãb7 trans poses to the
10.h4 line in the fol low ing note) 10.h4 
g4 11.Àxg4! Àxg4 12.©xg4 ©xd4
13.Õd1.

Ts._Ml.t
jL_._J_.
._J_J_.j
_J_._._.
._JdI_Qi
_.n._.b.
Ii._.iI_
_._RkB_R

Ts._Ml.t
jL_._J_.
._J_J_.j
_J_._._.
._JdI_Qi
_.n._.b.
Ii._.iI_
_._RkB_R

With un cer tain com pen sa tion for the
pawn.

TsLdMl.t
j._._J_.
._J_Js.j
_J_._.j.
._JiI_._
_.n._Nb.
Ii._BiIi
r._Qk._R

TsLdMl.t
j._._J_.
._J_Js.j
_J_._.j.
._JiI_._
_.n._Nb.
Ii._BiIi
r._Qk._R

9. ... Ãc8-b7
9...b4 is too risky: 10.Àa4 Àxe4
11.Ãe5! Àf6 12.Àc5! is too risky.

10. 0-0!
At the time of writ ing, this move has
clearly over taken the old main line
10.h4, which has lost a lot of its ap peal,
but the line 10...g4 11.Àe5 h5 12.0-0
Àbd7 13.©c2 Àxe5 14.Ãxe5 Ãg7
15.Õad1 is yet to be fully ex plored.

10. ... Àb8-d7
11. Àf3-e5!

Clear ing the way for the f2 pawn and
in creas ing con trol of the g4- and
h5-squares. 

11. ... Ãf8-g7
The am bi tious 11...h5 is also a pop u lar
choice: af ter 12.Àxd7 ©xd7 13.Ãe5
Õh6 14.©c1, we have a crit i cal po si ti o n; 
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it is not easy to say which of Black’s pos -
si ble re plies is best: 14...Õg6, 14...Àg4,
14...Àh7 or 14...c5.

12. Àe5xd7

T_.dM_.t
jL_N_Jl.
._J_Js.j
_J_._.j.
._JiI_._
_.n._.b.
Ii._BiIi
r._Q_Rk.

T_.dM_.t
jL_N_Jl.
._J_Js.j
_J_._.j.
._JiI_._
_.n._.b.
Ii._BiIi
r._Q_Rk.

From a po si tional point of view, the
most ap pro pri ate move. How ever, re -
cently some top play ers have ex per i -
mented with the ex traor di nary
12.Àxf7!?: af ter 12...®xf7 13.e5 Àd5
14.Àe4 ®e7 15.Àd6 ©b6 16.Ãg4, at
first glance it would seem that White
has not ob tained enough com pen sa tion 
for the piece, but in fact he has. 

12. ... Àf6xd7
If the queen re cap tures, White con tin -
ues with e5 and Àe4, with a good ini -
tia tive. 

13. Ãg3-d6
Stop ping Black from cas tling. 

13. ... a7-a6
In prep a ra tion for a fu ture ...c6-c5.

T_.dM_.t
_L_S_Jl.
J_JbJ_.j
_J_._.j.
._JiI_._
_.n._._.
Ii._BiIi
r._Q_Rk.

T_.dM_.t
_L_S_Jl.
J_JbJ_.j
_J_._.j.
._JiI_._
_.n._._.
Ii._BiIi
r._Q_Rk.

14. Õf1-e1!
In an tic i pa tion of the e-file ope ning. It
is dif fi cult to say to what ex tent White’s
ini tia tive com pen sates for the pawn.

Botvinnik Sys tem 5...dxc4

1. d2-d4 d7-d5
2. c2-c4 e7-e6
3. Àb1-c3 Àg8-f6
4. Àg1-f3 c7-c6
5. Ãc1-g5 d5xc4

Black shows his in ten tion of sup port ing 
the pawn with ...b5. Now White’s most
log i cal move is 

6. e2-e4
which at tacks c4 and threat ens e4-e5.

TsLdMl.t
jJ_._JjJ
._J_Js._
_._._.b.
._JiI_._
_.n._N_.
Ii._.iIi
r._QkB_R

TsLdMl.t
jJ_._JjJ
._J_Js._
_._._.b.
._JiI_._
_.n._N_.
Ii._.iIi
r._QkB_R

6. ... b7-b5
7. e4-e5

7.a4!? is an in ter est ing al ter na tive that
has lit tle the ory at tached to it. Af ter
7...©b6 or 7...Ãb7 the po si tions are
too com plex to be eval u ated easily.

7. ... h7-h6
8. Ãg5-h4 g7-g5
9. Àf3xg5

This pseudo-piece sac ri fice is the stron -
gest move. Now and then the gam bit
9.exf6 pops up: 9...gxh4 10.Àe5
(threat en ing 11.Àxf7) 10...©xf6
11.a4 (11.g3!?) 11...c5! 12.Àg4!? ©e7 
13.dxc5 Ãb7, with an un clear game.
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