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Preface

Before you is the tournament book of the Tata Steel Chess Tournament 2021. The
event that has been won in sensational fashion by the young Dutch grandmaster
Jorden van Foreest. In a tiebreak in the third blitz game, he was just a bit faster of
his compatriot Anish Giri. The barrage was necessary because both players very
surprisingly ended with the wonderful score of 8% out of 13 in joint first place. With
this they had left behind, among others, World Champion Magnus Carlsen (77) and
the number two in the world, Fabiano Caruana (8). An unprecedented achieve-
ment, because the tournament in Wijk aan Zee is sometimes called the "Wimble-
don of chess" of the elite tournaments. After the last round, in which Van Foreest
in a formidable way had left the Swede Nils Grandelius chanceless, it was waiting
for the game between the Spaniard David Antdn Guijarra and Anish Giri. Our
compatriot was in a bad position, lost perhaps, but he managed to free himself from
the tangled position and gain an important half point. It was decided beforehand
that a tiebreak would be held, consisting of at least two blitz games. Should these
result in a 1-1 score, an Armageddon game would be played. This turned out to be
a nervous and blood-curdling fight, with the pieces flying around. In the end the
younger of the two, Jorden van Foreest, emerged victorious and thus the young
Groninger booked the greatest success of his still young career. Apart from the
commotion in the Dutch seaside resort of Wijk aan Zee, where the tournament was
held — under strict corona rules —the whole of the Netherlands rose to its feet when
this great result became known. Hadn't we had to wait since 1985, when Jan
Timman won the Hoogovens chess tournament, for a Dutch chess player to stand
on the highest podium? And now it was even two players from this country who
could dispute together who would take the highest honor.

That such a fine achievement should be immortalized, is beyond dispute. But who
will pick up the gauntlet? We live in a volatile world where the Internet is dominant
and when a tournament is over, the next one is already at the door. No time for
reflection and historical awareness? Yet there was someone who had followed the
tournament with great interest. The English grandmaster Daniel Fernandez, who
also publishes for "ChessPublishing" came up with the idea of thoroughly examining
all the games from this tournament. He did not take any chances in doing so. In
addition to the various sources he found on the Internet, he of course used the
strongest engines available at the moment. He also had engines in the cloud
patiently calculate various positions. Together with his source research and his own
insights, he has created a unique compilation of chess-technical material that is
unprecedented. In doing so, Fernandez has painted a fantastic picture of the



opening variants that were on the board in this tournament. He has done a
thorough research of the ins and outs of the various variants and placed them in a
broader perspective. And it must be said that the organization was kind to him by
providing an interesting field of players who gave it their all every round. This
resulted in many nice confrontations with extremely interesting opening theory!
That Fernandez did not get away with the middle game and the many fascinating
endgames was clear from a first estimate of the amount of material when it had to
be converted to the format of this book. Initially, we ended up with almost 900
pages! That is far too much and therefore drastic cuts had to be made. Hundreds
of (analysis) diagrams have been dropped, small side notes are no longer in the
book and sometimes — pain in the heart — the trees of variations had to be cut back.
That only happened, by the way, when the ingenious structure became so extensive
that it would be hard to follow for "mere mortals". It is being considered whether
this can be made available digitally at a later date, and the moment that it is, we
will of course put Fernandez's entire analytical work on offer!

In the production of this book, tournament director Jeroen van den Berg, in consul-
tation with their main photographer, Jurriaan Hoefsmit, provided many photos.
Jurriaan has taken more than 1000 pictures during the tournament and made his
archive available to me completely free of charge. Of the selection that | was
allowed to make, he sent me the photos in the highest possible resolution. Without
these pictures the book would not have become what it is now and | am very
grateful for that. Because the photos show us the palpable tension and the
emotions of the players in top concentration. Hoefsmit did a fantastic job, which
are now "immortalized" in this book!

The format of this tournament book is different from what you might expect. The
author chose the highly original idea to group all chapters around all the white
games of each player. Starting with the player who finished at the bottom of the
final table, Grandmaster Alexander Donchenko. He came to the start as a late sub-
stitute and had to pay for that with the last place. Yet he showed several times that
he is an excellent chess player. The games were thus delivered to yours truly, who
was charged with the further production of the book.

Because a tournament book should also be a report of the events, it was decided
to use the round reports that were presented daily on the Dutch chess news web-
site, www.schaaksite.nl. Together with GM Dimitri Reinderman and webmaster
Lennart Ootes, | am co-owner of this website, after the founder of this site, Kees
Schrijvers, handed it over to us after 10 years.



http://www.schaaksite.nl/

A number of volunteers showed their willingness to make a report with chess tech-
nical notes, usually directly after a round — on the very same evening. On the site
this chess technical commentary can be found (in Dutch) via a pgn-viewer. In order
to be at the beck and call of the reader of this book, we provided all the links to
these articles (see Appendix at the back).

We have deliberately chosen to keep the chess technical notes of these reporters
very brief. The detailed analyses are elsewhere in the book. But because the re-
porter tells his story about the games, we could not avoid printing diagrams some-
times and adding the much-needed commentary. We think this will give the reader
a good idea of the events per round. Therefore we would like to thank all these
authors, IGM Dimitri Reinderman, FM Richard Vedder, Michel Hoetmer, Jasper Dek-
ker and Ardi Pierik for kindly making their stories and chess technical comments
available. At the same time | would also like to thank Andy Burnett for checking the
translation of these reports from Dutch into English and the many useful comments
he made in the process. It must be said that he did not plunge into Fernandez's
intensive analyses. The Briton's use of language is above reproach. With this we
think we have put together a monumental work and | conclude with the words of
Fernandez himself, "I hope it has become something to be proud of!"

Herman Grooten, December 2021.



Scandinavia on Top.

(by Richard Vedder)

id-January! We are allowed to go to Wijk aan Zee again! That won-
derful feeling after the traffic circle as you drive up the road with
those chess pieces tied to the lampposts. The Mecca of chess is open
again! With difficulty | manage to find a spot in the parking lot next
to the Moriaan. In the Moriaan it is, as always, very crowded on Sunday afternoon
and between the crowds | look for my spot where | can play my last game in the
weekend quiz.

Unfortunately... this is not an excerpt from an article by Julius Bosma (one of the
columnists of Schaaksite.nl -ed.), it was a piece of wishful thinking on my part. Your
reporter is just sitting at home behind the laptop. Database and engine at hand.
Behind me a bookcase full of chess books, who knows they might come in handy.
And who knows, maybe the comments via the website will be useful. That was a bit
disappointing yesterday. As a surprise, the organization has enlisted Daniel Narodit-
sky as a commentator. About ten years ago, he was a kid who, in typical American
fashion, was hauled over the edge because he had written a book as a fourteen-
year-old. Subsequently, it rained plagiarism accusations and when he also received
chess lessons from my brother in Hoogeveen, there was not much appreciation left.
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With that in mind, | was actually quite pleased with him. No lack of enthusiasm, he
did voice impersonations of Garry Kasparov and Fabiano Caruana, but | did miss the
anecdotes with which commentators like Leko and Seirawan always spice up their
reports. He reported from the US. A pity, because it was still morning there, and he
was in great need of coffee. In terms of chess technique, he did not have much
support from his host, the apparently inevitable Fiona Steil-Antoni in this kind of
tournament. Then again, there is choice in this area. Via Chess24 you can get com-
mentary from Jan Gustafsson, Peter Leko and Tania Sachdev. That in itself is great,
much more content, but lovely Tania shouldn't keep chattering through it. A terrible
sound. That said... chess-wise it is a bit more content than Fiona's. And well, tomor-
row is another normal working day. Then we'll follow the whole thing again without
commentary. That is fine too. The most important thing is that chess is played well!

O Jorden van Foreest
B Anish Giri

Game 14, page 704

(photo by Harry Gielen)

“For a report we will mainly focus on the Dutch participants and their games.” Thus
the editors of schaaksite.nl. Lucky me! Just when it's my turn, the two Dutchmen
are playing each other... Yes! Just shake hands. They just ignore all the rules... Hoho,
calm down, this is an old photo of Harry Gielen, if I'm not mistaken taken during the
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2017 NK rapid. Today's game could have ended in a draw after just twenty moves.
Jorden still made an attempt, but the balance was not very seriously broken, though

| would like to highlight a nice moment...

@ = E|w
44 P O
A 2

4 &

A
ABAL AWA
b B

The position after 21. E hel. Would you
take off that pawn on f2 with Black?

21... Wee

21... Wxf222 22, Wag+ ©d7 23. Exd6+
cxd6 24, Wxb7#.

You saw it, right?

There are no Sofia-rules or other draw-disincentives. Apparently this is not neces-
sary in Wijk aan Zee, because the games were once again fought to the bone. It was
different when | followed this tournament as a boy: in the 1980s, if you had a tour-
nament featuring Andersson, Ribli, Spassky and Sosonko, it was not uncommon for

a few games to be finished quickly.

A spectacle was delivered by Alexander Donchenko and Fabiano Caruana.

[ Alexander Donchenko
B Fabiano Caruana

Game 9, page 15

The last-minute German invite had in-
cluded a Giri-Caruana game in his brief
preparation, but Caruana deviated be-
fore Donchenko was allowed to show
what he was up to. Donchenko went too
far in his attacking drive and was coun-
tered hard. Still there were some nice
tricks in it, even when it was already to-
tally lost for the White player.

The commentators pride themselves on

E W go E|w

L£ii

i A A
4

4 & AA

AAWR L )
o= =4

Position after: 20. e6

not consulting an engine during the ga-
mes. For those who doubt this, this mo-
ve is proof. Shortly before Donchenko
played it, Tania Sachdev suggested this
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move. The computer immediately gives
Black a winning advantage.

Later in the game, in the second dia-
gram, Caruana played the really nice

26... £a3!!

The denouement! With which he de-
cided the game.

E @ E
L2454
F

A LE AAA
A
W A 2

g & B

Position after; 26. Wb1

The leader after two rounds comes from Scandinavia. Yes, Magnus Carlsen is play-
ing, but no, itis the Swede Nils Grandelius who is the only one with a perfect score

after two rounds

[ Jan-Krzysztof Duda
B Nils Grandelius

Game 10, page 238

Against Jan-Krzysztof Duda, he seemed
to go like a knife through butter. In the
post-game interview with Tom Botte-
ma, he stated that he was lucky in that
he got a structure on the board that he
is familiar with. He found the advance
17.e4 remarkable because it allowed
him to push through ...f4-f3. But he also
could not think of something different
White should have done there.

My conclusion is that Duda played much
too weak an opening and thus asked for
a beating. And he got it!

At the beginning of the day, Jan Gus-
tafsson said about Nils Grandelius: “Nils
is disturbingly happy most of the time”.
He will not have become less so today!

Do [iue

Ed
Li
i

L= oo
=Dl A
Ce

[EC=> e

&

A A
)= &

Position after: 22. ?\d5

Many a White player dreams of it, such
a beautiful knight on d5, but it is of no
use to him at all. Black quickly brings in
some heavy pieces to smash the king of
his opponent in a mating-attack.

22... Ebe8 23. Eg1 Wga 24. Wa1
Ees
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The previous move is with the deadly
plan of ..%Wg4-h3xh2+ followed by
...&h5 mate.

The defense Duda puts up will cost him
that “beautiful” horse.

[0 David Antén Guijarro
B Magnus Carlsen

Game 8, page 120

Grandelius was not joined at the head
by the world champion, although the
Norwegian tried for a very long time. He
didn't achieve very much after the ope-
ning but eventually managed to carve

Ed |
4 4 -5
i
ANE
AR A W
A A A
A i i
b=t Wy 2D

Position after: 24... Ee5

out a pawn somewhere in the white po-
sition. In the end it turned out that he
could not win. Please do not blame me
for that —in the course of the afternoon
my interest shifted to the games of Ca-
ruana and Grandelius...

There were also two Caro Kanns, on which | will not waste too many words.

[0 Maxime Vachier Lagrave
B Alireza Firouzja

Game 13, page 70

Firouzja had a great startin Wijk aan Zee
last year, but after his first zero a few
more followed immediately. This time
he was spared that suffering. After
15...£.d5 he has nothing to fear of.

E W Ee o
i Li4i
AN A
A LA

24
&4 & A8
E W B

Position after: 15... £d5
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O Pentala Harikrishna
B Andrei Esipenko

Game 11, page 383

Tastes differ of course, but as far as |
am concerned the dullest game of this
rather exciting round...

O Aryan Tari
B Radoslaw Wojtaszek

Game 12, page 328

Aryan Tari was eleven years old when
he managed to hold your reporter to a
draw in Bethune, France. A result | can
now only dream of I'm afraid. Against
Wojtaszek, he suddenly found a pawn in
his lap, but he could not handle the un-
expected opulence and the game ended
in a draw after a long session. | have
highlighted two remarkable momentsin
the endgame. The first one:

¢ m
Wy id i
f 3 i
L WAaa
A Bl A B

Position after: 44. g5

8 Ed |
Liidi
A A
i A
i
D&
A8 B AAA
E &

Position after: 19. £e3
44... hxgs

44... gb was a nice one here, with the
tasty point that it's not White, but ra-
ther Black who wins after 45. hxg6?
[c8+ is still a draw] 45.... Wa3+ 46.
Dga hs+ 47. Dxhs W3+ 48, Wga
fxg6+ 49. ha L2+

The second moment is:

Wy o
@ A

L8
A

F 3

&

Position after: 60... ©f7

White played 61. ¥ g8+ which was ans-
wered by ©e7 Of course not 61...
Wyg8?? because of 62. Le6+! +—.

So we have one leader, our Dutch compatriots can both be satisfied, and we can
conclude that the fighting spirit of the participants is just fine.
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Maxime Vachier Lagrave

Maxime Vachier Lagrave (photo © Tata Steel/Jurriaan Hoefsmit)

Maxime'’s Personal Results

White EloW  Black Elo B Result Moves ECO Date Round
Harikrishna,P 2732 Vachier Lagrave,M 2784 Ya-2 64 B90 16.01.2021 1
Vachier Lagrave,M 2734 Firouzja,A 2749 -4 35 B12 17.01.2021 2
Esipenko,A 2677 Vachier Lagrave,M 2784 Va1 33 B53 18.01.2021 3
Vachier Lagrave, M 2734 Anton Guijarro,D 2679 -4 a0 CR9 19.01.2021 4
Grandelius,N 2663 Vachier Lagrave, M 2734 1-0 35 B97 21.01.2021 5
Vachier Lagrave,M 2784 Tari A 2625 a-Ys 26 D78 22.01.2021 6
Caruana,F 2823 Vachier Lagrave,M 2734 1-0 37 B97 23.01.2021 7
Vachier Lagrave M 2734 Van Foreest,J 2671 Va-12 32 C78 24.01.2021 8
Giri, A 2764 Vachier Lagrave,M 2734 1-0 70 BS0O 26.01.2021 9
Vachier Lagrave,M 2734 Donchenko, A 2668 1-0 65 B12 27.01.2021 10
Woijtaszek,R 2705 Vachier Lagrave, M 2784 Ya-1a 45 Ds2 29.01.2021 11
Vachier Lagrave M 2734 Duda,J 2743 Va-1 76 c42 30.01.2021 12
Carlsen,M 2862 Vachier Lagrave, M 2734 1-0 40 D85  31.01.2021 13
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Round 2
A Vachier Lagrave, Maxime  (2784)
& Firouzja, Alireza (2749)

(® Tata Steel 2021

1.e4c62.d4ad5 3. e5 2f54. Hf3 e65.
L£e2 He76.0-0

6. c3 @gG 7. 0-0 is seen in Tari, A —
Firouzja, A from round 4.

6...¢c5

6... Dd7 7. D bd2 h6 is most common,
and the time may not be too far away
when we consider the text as clearly in-
ferior.

7. ¢4 Dbcb

E W
F 9F 3

e E

Aiii
a4 i
Ains
A A
&)

A/ | LAAA
EHaY B

Position after: 7... Dbc6

8. dxc5

8. Ma3 is also sometimes played, but
Black obtains reasonable play after se-

veral moves, including the dominant 8...
a6 9. dxc5 d4 when the inclusions seem
beneficial for Black.

8... dxc4

8... d4 doesn't seem to equalise either.
9. Wh3l

Position after: 9. Wh3!

According to our very latest analysis
from ChessPublishing, Black simply
lacks an adequate answer here, and not
for lack of trying enough alternatives.
[9. Waa?! g6 10. Ed1 d3 and White
actually has to show some accuracy to
avoid being worse.]

A) 9..%d7 10. Ed1 g6 leads to a
mess. 11. Ac3 f6!? [11... 2xc5 12.
Whs+ Nijboer, F—L'Ami, E Boxtel 2011]
12. exf6 gxf6 13. &d5! [Second-best is
possibly 13. Wa4!? , but by quite some
margin.] 13... ©f7 14. g4! Now the fol-
lowing line seems almost forced, and af-
ter Black's 19th | concluded equality in
my 2018 book, without even consider-
ing the move that was later analysed al-
most to a forced win for White by Justin
Tan. 14.. £xg4 15. Dg5+ fxg5 16.
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L2xg4 Dce5 17. Lxgs! Lxc5 18.
Wg3lon Eafg! 19. £h6 Ed8!

E E|
Ai W & 3
i {
L4
A A

Ebo &

AA A A
E & @

Position after: 19... Edg!

20. Ed3!1 [20. b4al?] 20... Dxgs 21.
Ef3+ g8 22. Wxga exds 23. Ef5
dxc4 [23... d3 24. cxd5+-] 24. Eel+

B) 9. %Wc72110. Da3 a6 11. Wa4 0-
0-0?! [11... Ed8!? is better, but not
enough. 12. b4 &g6 13. £d1! Ed7 14.
2c2 &xc2 15. &xc2 d3 16. £d1% The
two bishops are starting to become a
powerful force. Grischuk — Lupulescu,
Warsaw 2013] 12. b4 &g6 13. Abs!!
axb5 14. cxb5

@E & E|
AW 444
a4 i a
AB AL

WA 4

22
A LAAA
E & E®

Position after: 14. cxb5

14... £c21? [After 14... d3 15. b6 dxe2
16. bxc7 exfl1=+ 17. &xf1 Sxc7 18.
b5 £d3+ 19. el Lxc5 20. bxco6+

White should win with some care.] 15.
Wxc2 d3 16. b6!!

2E & El

AW T 444

A 4 A

A 14

&

A D

ALY LA AR
E & | EBEd

Position after: 16. b6!!

16... dxc2 [16... Wh8 17. Lxd3 Hxb4
18. Waa Hxd3 19. Le3 Hgxes 20.
Nxes Wyes5 21. c6+-] 17. bxc7 Dxc7
18. a3+ Baglan, E — Zor, A Kemer
2018

C) 9... Wcg 10. Ed1 Hgb 11. Hxda
Dxd4 12. Exdd Lxc5

E W o Elo
i Adi
A A

L2 A8
AE

oy

AL 2/a A4

=qayel D

Position after: 12... £xc5

13. BEd1 [13. Was+ Wee 14, Wxco+
bxcé 15. Ed1 &xe5= Harikrishna, P —
Dreev, A Budva 2019] 13... 0-0 14.
N3 Dxes [14... 722 15. g4; 14...
Wee! 15. Db5IN Still a novelty at time
of print. White threatens £\d4 and it
seems the bishop-pair and slightly
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more fluent development will assure
them an advantage.] 15. £f4 @gG 16.
£det

D) 9... Dg6?! 10. Wxb7

E Wee Ef
Ay Adi
a4 i A
A AL

A A
22
AL T LAAA
Exg ED

Position after: 10. ¥xb7

10... Wcg [10... Ec8? 11. £d1! Ec7
12. Wae Wcs Karjakin, S— Grischuk, A
Beijing 2011 and here best is possibly
just 13. Wxc8+ Exc8 14. a3 &xc5 15.
b4+ with a handy initiative.] 11.
Wxc8+ Exc8 12. a3 a5 [12... 2xc5
13. b4 Le7 14. c5] 13. ba! axb4 14.
axb4d

Em
4

Co 0> BF et
o b {8
B b

AA A

o

i1
i
£
2
AAA
ED

200

Position after: 14. axb4

14... Dxba [14... d3?1 15. 2d1 Dixba
16. a4+ ©d8 17. h3 h5 18. Hc3
2xc5 19. Ebl+] 15. Dxds L.d3
[15... £xc5 16. Dxf5 exf5 17. East

Kosteniuk, A — Bulmaga, | Astana
2013] 16. £xd3 Dxd3 17. La3

E @8 Els
iii
i 4
A A
A Q)
ol A
A AR
=42 =g~

Position after: 17. £a3

I've not been able to find any convinc-
ing line for Black here, in spite of Whi-
te's horrific structure. 17... @dxe5
[17... £xc5 18. £xc5 &xc5 19. f4 0-0
20. g3£ keeps the pawn.] 18. Nd2
Ed8 19. D4f3x

9. £xc4
X Wesd Elm
F 3 Aiidi
A i
A AL
L
A
A A P A S
EHnaY ED

Position after: 9. £xc4
9... Ng6
The most flexible move, since White is

probably not about to dodge the queen
trade anyway.
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9... Wxd1 10. Exd1 unprotects the c7-
square and leaves White with some op-
tions of playing £ d6 as an annoying ex-
change sacrifice. 10... £d8[10... £g4?!
11. N3 Dgb 12. Db5+; 10... g6 is
simply a worse version than Black got in
the game: 11. £e3 &gxe5 12. Hxe5
Z\xe5 13. 2b5+ &\c6 14. Ha3+ with a
significant lead in development and a
clear plan of using the d6-square.] 11.

Ede!

E@e Kl
Ai Aiaii
Aki
A AL
L
22
A4 A LA
Eng D

Position after: 11. Ed6!

11... £g4[11... 2Dd512. £xd5 exd5 13.
Exdg+ ©xd8 14. Le3+] 12. PDbd2
ANd5 [12... g6 13. bal?—] 13. £b5
£xd6 14. exd6x Black's pieces are suf-
ficiently passive that White actually has
more than enough compensation here.

10. 2e3 2e711. 2b5

After 11. &\c3! Black is really in some
trouble. 11...0-0[11... Wxd1 12. Eaxd1
0-0 13. Ed7; 11... Dgxe5 12. &xe5
Dxe5 13. Wad++] 12, Re2 Whg [12...
Was5 13. b5 Dgxe5 14. Dxe5 Pxes
15. a3 Efd8 16. £d4t White's pieces
look tactically vulnerable, but this is
something of an illusion as when b4

comes next, Black will be the one facing
problems.] 13. Wag! Threatening
simply g4 and the f5-bishop will have
nowhere to run. [13. £\d2 Ed8 14. f4
&\d4wo Kasimdzhanov, R — Nisipeanu, L

Baku 2016] 13... Dcxe5 [13... Ygxe5
14. Ead1
E uy Edo |u
4 i 24idi
a i
A Ag
1
& a4
A A LA AA
E EH

Position after: 14. Ead1

with slight ongoing pressure. 14... ?\ga
15. &4 £c2?! 16. W4 e5 17. Ed2
exfa 18. Exc2+ Burg, T — Hiltunen, R
ICCF email 2014] 14. Dxe5 Dxe5 [14...
Wye515.g41+]15. Eadl Wes 16. Wfa
f6 17. &b51

11... 0-0 12. 2 xc6 bxc6 13. Ha3

El W Ed |-
i Lidd
i i A
A AR
2 25
8 A A A A
E W B

Position after: 13. fa3
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13... Whs

13... 2e4 14. Dca Ydsls

14. D4 Lea 15. Nd6

White opts out of doubled-pawn sce-
narios, though maybe accepting them

was a good way to get somewhere.

After 15. Wd4 2xf3

E W Ed |0
i Lidd

i i 4

A A

NG

248

A8 A AR
- =4s7

Position after: 15... £xf3

16. gxf3x the onus is very much on
Black to prove compensation.

15... 2.d5 16. b3 f6 17. exf6 2.xf6?

After this Black ends up in a worse posi-
tion. They soon retreat the bishop to e7
and bring the rook out anyway, indicat-
ing that this capture was a mistake. By
playing 17... Exf6! Black could have as-
sured themselves of adequate counter-
play on the kingside. 18. 2\d2 ?\h4! 19.
f3 [19. g3?! &3+ 20. Dxf3 Exf3 21.
Nea Weg—119... Egb20. Ef2 Dfsls

18. Ec1

18. &g5!? is an interesting alternative
to moving the rook. White simply wants
to play Whs and attack on the kingside.
18... Dha! 19. Whs Lxg5 20. Wxgs
&\xg2 Black seems to have enough play
here in spite of their disjointed pieces.
After some only moves we reach a posi-
tion where it's not clear who is attack-
ing. 21. £d4 Wc7 22. f4 he 23. Wga
We724. Ef2h525. Wg3 N\ha 26. Le5
Dh7w

18... Wba 19. H\ca4 2.e720. Hel Ead8
21. We2 Whg 22. H\d3 Ef5 23. 3 Hha
24. Ef2

W E g |m
i L2 11
i i
Ae E

N A
A DL A
A WE A A
g o)

Position after: 24. Ef2

There is nothing wrong with this, retain-
ing an extra pawn and keeping a close
grip on the kingside.

My computer indicates that the very
strongest move was 24. £f2! in order
to seal the g-file shut and increase the
pressure on Black's dark squares. Most
likely White noticed the possibility of
some sacrifice on f3 and thus rejected
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this line. In the cold light of day it emer-
ges that 24... Exf3 really doesn't work.

@ E e |
2 411
id i
A%

A a
Al K
A WaaRa
E | ED

Position after: 24... Exf3

25. £xh4! Exf1+ 26. Exfl Lxh4 27.
Ofa Ef8 28. Dxd5 Exfl+ [28... exd5
29. Wee+ ©h8 30. Dd6+] 29. Dxfl
W+ 30. W3 cxd5 This is an essentially
forced line which leads to a won ending
for White. Play around with the position
after 31. Wxf8+ xf8 32. a5+ a little
bit, and one sees that a knight on c6 is
an admirable companion for the
gueenside majority.

24... ©h8

In particular, the ability to play 24...
Edfg 25. Ecf1?! is reassuring from a
human point of view- eliminating all risk
of being abruptly mated.

25. f4 g6

Alireza sounds the retreat and chal-
lenges his opponent to come up with a
winning plan. Luckily for him, this is ac-
tually somewhat complicated in the ab-
sence of any obvious way to trade the
d5-bishop.

26. Dce5 Dxe5 27. Hxe5 Wha 28.
We2 ©g829. Ed1 £f6

Xz @ |0

ki
A
Al W

A A
A L&)
£

E @

Position after: 29... 2f6

30. #)c4?!

Throwing away the winning chances.
White still had a fairly large advantage
in case of 30. £d4+ or even 30.@3g4,
retaining the grip.

30... £xc4 31. bxcd4 Exd1+ 32. Wxd1
L2e7! 33. Wp3 We1+ 34. Ef1 Wxe3+
35, Wxe3 £xc5

Draw offered.

As Black | might have wondered whet-
her 35... £xc5 might lead to some rook
endings where there might even be
some potential to play for a win. It turns
out that with a (relatively) counter-intu-
itive pawn sacrifice, White can snuff out
the danger.

(see analysis diagram next page)

A) 36. W2 ©f7 37. g3 Lxf2+ 38.
Exf2 Ea5 indeed offers Black a little
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@ |[o
i F O
A i
-} X
& A
gy
A A A
Ed

Position after: 35... £xc5

something to work with. The king can
come into f5 and the rook can hassle
White's queenside pawns.

B) 36. Wxc5 Excs 37. Ec1 &f7 38.
&f2 Ea539. Ec2 Ea3 is very simi-
lar. Black's king can get active more
easily than its opposite number.

C) 36. f21 Exfa+ 37. g3 Lxe3
38. Exfa Lxfa+ 39. Dxfa Df8 40.
Des5

i) m
3 F O

A i
D
A

A A A

Position after: 40. ©e5

It transpires that Black cannot do any-
thing constructive in this pawn ending
in spite of the extra pawn! 40... ©e7
41. 5 Dd7 42. ©f4 De7 43. De5=

Y=Y

Round 4
A Vachier Lagrave, Maxime  (2784)
& Antdn Guijarro, David (2679)

(® Tata Steel 2021

1.ede52. D3 H\c63. £b5a64. La4
&\f6 5. 0-0

E o Eln

A4di 141
i A A

4

)

&)

AAA BAA
NEW B

Position after: 5. 0-0

2
A
=

5... 2e7

Considering the peculiar statistics of
this tournament, Black choosing the
main move is actually something of a
mini-surprise!

5.. &c5 is discussed later on in this
chapter in Vachier Lagrave, M-Van Fo-
reest, J, and other games elsewhere in
the book. The third most-common
move 5... Dxed is seeing a tiny resur-
gence and could become 'the next Ar-
khangelsk' for the 2-3 years after this
book is printed, but doubtless David
was put off playing it by his loss in a
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precedent game just weeks before the
main event: 6. d4 b5 7. £b3 d5 8. dxe5
Le6

X W E|o
i FF W
ials
A 4 A
a
8 5
A A4 A A A
BOSWIED

Position after: 8... £e6

9. We2l? Le7 10. Dbd2 Hc5 11. c3
0-012. Ed1Wd713. &c2 2514, HHf1
£xc2 15. Wxc2 Black still has a couple
of issues to solve, and in this game did-
n't manage to do so. Vachier Lagrave, M
— Antdn Guijarro, D INT 2020

6. Z2elb57. £b30-0

If Black doesn't want to threaten the
Marshall Gambit, but wants a handier
reply to 8.a4, then 7... d6 is the right or-
der.

8.c3

None of the other games in this tourna-
ment featured an offer to play the Mar-
shall. David duly obliges.

8... d5 9. exd5 £xd5 10. Zxe5 Zxe5
11. Exe5

E oW E@ |
4 2iii

i AL

24
A8 A BAA
EQn8Y &

Position after; 11. Exe5

F 3

11...c6

A) The original game, played over a cen-
tury ago now, saw 11... &f6 12. Eel
£.d6 13. h3I?£ with insufficient com-
pensation for the pawn. Capablanca, J —
Marshall, F New York 1918.

B) 11... b7 is a third alternative which
gets some attention every so often, and
was recently tried by Aronian. 12. d4
[12. Wf31? £d6 13. &xd5 c6 14. Eel
cxd5 15. d4 with a slightly less favoura-
ble two-bishops position than usual]
12... 216 13. Eel Ees8

[m]

E WE o
24 Ada
i £
i A
A
LA
A A A LA
EQQWE &

Position after: 13... Ee8
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Reaching a critical juncture where Whi-
te may have an advantage but nothing
especially conclusive:

B1) 14. £e3?! could have been met
in Ivanchuk, V — Aronian, L Leuven
2017 by the direct 14... £xe3 15. fxe3
£.g5! when only Black can be better.

B2) 14. 2d2 Exel+ 15. Wxe1 Wd7
[15... b41?%] 16. Pa3 Ees 17. W1
Ne7 18. Eel c5= Grigoriants, S —
Aronian, L Caleta 2018

B3) 14. £a3!? b4 15. cxb4 [15. Hca
bxc3 16. Ye5 Wde= Castro Cruz, J —
Franke, H ICCF email 2015] 15... 2\xb4
16. Le3

E WE ¢ |=
24  aha
i 2
a A
A ol
A8 AaR
2 2 9H &

Position after: 16. 2e3

16... D\d5 [16... a5?! threatens ...a4 in
some lines, but generally ends up
looking speculative, e.g. 17. @b5IN
a4?! 18. 2xad Wds 19. f3 Exe3 20.
Exe3 2c6 21. Dxc7+] 17. Dca
Hxe3 18. fxe3 Hutman, M -
Preussner, M ICCF email 2017, and
now 18... a5 looks more or less fine for
Black.

12. Ee1 2d6 13.d3

E oW Eé |
dda
i 128
i A
24 4
8 1A A A A
HHNAWH &

Position after: 13. d3

When | was studying this line under the
tutelage of GM Boris Alterman, we
spent many hours looking at the varia-
tion 13. d4 Wha 14. g3 Wh3 15. Eeq
for White, and probably it is one of the
better ones for avoiding move repeti-
tions. 15... g5! 16. Wf1 Whs 17. Hd2
£f518.f3s

13... What?

Nowaways this move is relatively rarely
seen at the top level. However, it has
the advantage of being forcing and so
White won't get to just work with a
small nibble forever.

After 13... £f5 14. W3 most people
play .. %¥h4 here, finding the insertion
of ...2f5 and Wf3 to be in Black's fa-
vour. But this is by no means forced.

A) 14... 2g6 15. g3 Wd7 16. Nd2
Hae817. Exe8 Exe818. Neat



Chapter 2 — Maxime Vachier Lagrave

79

B) 14... Ee8 15. Exe8+ Wxes8 16.
Nd2 Wel+ 17. Df1 Lg6 18. g3% It
seems quite safe to award White a
plus here. White plans £d1 and £d2
to unravel, and Black hasn't demon-
strated any special ideas. Saric, | — Ad-
ams, M INT 2020

C) 14... Wha 15. g3 Wh3 16. Le3
&xd3 17. Dd2 W5 18. £d4 This has
still been played close to 100 times,
and in general Black faces a relatively
long struggle to neutralise very slight
pressure. Vachier Lagrave, M — Aro-
nian, L Sharjah 2017.

14. g3 Wh3 15. Eed

E & E¢@ |»
iddi
A 48
i A
=4
244 & W
A A A A
E0aY &

Position after: 15. Ee4
15... Wes
The most common move.

A) 15... Wd7?! prepares .. .f5 in a way
that won't get trapped, but the move is
a bit slow. 16. Dd2 ©h8 [Exactly the
same is 16... f5 17. Eel ©h8 transpos-
ing.; The main line is 16... £b7, when

bizarrely nobody has played 17. WgaIN,
a strong offer of a queen trade that ma-
kes Black really work for compensa-
tion.] 17. £el f5 and here in his notes
to Kotronias, V — Sokolov, | Caleta 2009,
Victor Mikhalevski notes the possibility
of 18. d4!£ since the pawn has fulfilled
its role on d3 and the threat of &)f3-e5
now gains in importance.

B) My engine prefers 15.. @\f6 16.
Eha

E & K& |s
Ahd
i a2 a
i
)=¢
LAAT AW
A A A 1A
ED8Y &

Position after: 16. Eh4

16... W5 , which also saw a recent test
in Tata Steel: 17. £c2 [17. {\d2 g51?
Not the only move. 18. Eh6 &g4 19.
Ded Nxh6 20. Dxd6 Wgboo and here
White should probably have taken on
c8, Anand, V — Shirov, A Mainz 2004.]
17... Wge [17... Eeg 18. d4 Wep 19,
&\d2Z Ivanov, O — Balashov, Y Moscow
2015] 18. Hd2 L4 19. HHf3 Eads 20.
<&gz Efe8 21. a4 h6 22. axb5 axb5%
Duda, J — Giri, A Wijk aan Zee 2020

16. Dd2 Wge

This is the queen's usual post in such
lines.
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17. Df3

An uncommon move, after which White
isn't likely to develop any opening ad-
vantage.

E & Eg |

Adi
A 28 W
P

p=¢
A
AA a A
2 W D

Position after: 17. &\f3

A) 17. Eel is perhaps overly prophy-
lactic, and now Black doesn't need to
develop either bishop or knight to f5.
17.. £g4 18. f3 &h3 [18... 25 19.
2e4l is not so easy for Black.] 19. @e4
Lc7

E E@ |o
2 4441
i Wy
i A
A
LAA AASL

AR A
2 swg

Position after: 19... £¢7

i

20. £e3 Here, in Svidler, P — Adams, M
Groningen 1997, perhaps strongest was
20... a51?% to keep ...f5 in reserve for a
moment when it will have real impact.

B) 17. a4 is worth investigating. | have
fleshed out some lines White could fol-
low, but as this isn't an opening book,
trust at your peril! 17... f51?

E 8 Ee o
i
Y FY S Wy
i A4 i
A b=
LA A4 A
A & A A
2 2¥ @

Position after: 17... f5!?

[17.. £f5 18. axb5 axb5 19. Exa8
Exa8 20. Eel £xd3 21. £ 3L Black
has regained the pawn, but some co-or-
dination problems remain.] 18. Ed4!?
Setting up tactics based on Exd5. [After
18. Ee1, interesting is 18... bxa4 19.
Exa4 f4 20. Ded Lc75 with pressure
along the b- and f-files.] 18... Dha[18...
4?1 19. Yed bxas 20. Exd5 cxd5 21.
Lxd5+ Le6 22. 2xa8 2b3 23. We2
Exa8 24. Dxd6 Wxd6 25. Lxfa+; 18...
L.e6? 19. axb5 axb5 20. Exa8 Exa8
21. c4+-; 18... Eb8 19. axb5 Exb5 20.
Eh4zx The position remains very con-
crete, but the activity of White's pieces
is greater than in the main line.] 19.
axb5 f4o 20. De4

B1) 20... fxg3 21. hxg3 £e522. Edas
L2.g423. W1 BEae8!? This looks most
critical. [23... cxb5 24. £xd5 bxa4 25.
£xa8 Exa8 26. Exadx Black easily
has compensation for one pawn, but
not two.; 23.. Wh5?! allows 24.
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Wg21+ followed by Wh2, and White
doesn't get mated.] 24. bxa6 Whs

EE @
F 9F 3
A A

AL W
H, 21K 1
LA A at

A A
2 & ¥

Position after: 24... Wh5

25. &g5! [25. Wg2 2xg3lle] 25...
De3 [25.. £f3 26. Lh4+ and
White's defensive efforts look very
harmonious.] 26. fxe3 Exfl+ 27.
Exfl £xg3 28. &xg3 Wxgs 29.
Eed+

B2) 20... £e5 21. Ec4 fxg3 [21...
L4 22. Exc6 Whs 23. We1t] 22.
@xg?»

E 8 E go=
ii

i i Wy

5 AL

h={

244 &)

i A B
2 B D

Position after: 22. &xg3

White's kingside pawns have been
shattered in exchange for the second
sacrificed pawn. However, | was una-
ble to find a really good continuation
of the attack in spite of its obvious

practical value. 22... f61? [22... axb5
23. Exa8 bxc4 24. dxcd £\b6 25. B a5
£g426. Wel £xg327. hxg3 £f3 28.
2d1zt; 22... W7 23. We2 cxbs 24.
Hed £d6 25. £xds5! Wxds 26.
Hdazx]23. Exce £.g424. W1 Lxg3
25. fxg3 Wh5 26. 214t

17... £g4! 18. h3 £xh3 19. Nha Wfe
20. Wh5 g6 21. We2n

After the 21. ‘%’gS of Jobava, B — Sam-
mour Hasbun, J INT 2008, Black has ma-
ny acceptable choices. The most Mar-
shallian of them seems to be 21... Wxg5
22. £xg5 a5= with good play on the
queenside.

21... Wg7

The computer spits out the thematic
21... g5 22. 3 &f41? when Black may
end up with a usual Marshall-type at-
tack without having sacrificed a pawn.

22. 2e3
E Ed |m
AWz
4 12 F
i 4
b= 2
SHAE K&
A & WA
)=¢ &

Position after: 22. 2e3
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Completing development. No obvious
task was suggested for the c1-bishop, so
MVL offers to trade it for Black's knight.

22... Dxe3 23. Wxe3 Wie 24. Ee1
@g7

One thing | was constantly struck by in
this analysis of the Marshall was how
frequently 24... a5 seems to be a good
idea for Black. In this case, White is in
some danger of simply winding up on
the wrong end of a bishop-pair position.
25. ga4!?

A concrete operation to remove one of
Black's bishops.

25... Wxha 26. g5

A A A
=

Position after: 26. g5

26... 24

A less natural solution is 26... Wh5!? 27.
2d1 Lga 28. £xg4 Wha+ 29. ©f1
f5!s when perhaps Black has slightly
the more appreciable chances of an at-
tack on the enemy king.

27. Wxfa Wxfa 28. Exfa 2529, Ee7
¢530. 2d5 Eae831. Ec7 Ee5

¢ O
b= i i
i i
AA2E0 A
b=
A A
A A Ja)
)

Position after: 31... Ee5

The immediate 31... Ee2= looks more
natural to me.

32.c4?

Tactically defending the d3-pawn, but
the defence relies on the rook staying
on c7 and so White doesn't yet threaten
to take on c5.

32... h6 33. gxh6+ ©xh6 34. Ef3!?

A line like 34. £xf7 Eel+ 35. &g2
£xd3s can hardly be that good for
White.

34... Ee2

Perhaps more conventionally 'correct'
was 34... g4 35. Efxf7 Exf736. £xf7
L5 on the basis that White can't de-
fend the d3-pawn, but this would be a
hard operation to foresee in the final
moves of the time-control.
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35. Exc5 Exb2 36. Ec6!

E [ ]
3
i E ie
A 2 &
A
A E
A E A

&

Position after: 36. Ec6!

Threatening Exa6 and Exf5, and so
picking up a pawn. It is not the healthi-
est pawn, however, and Black has full
compensation.

36... @gS 37. Exa6 bxc4 38. 2xc4
Hb1+39. ©g2 £c8

Mobilising the kingside pawns.

40. E a5+ f5 41. Eg3+ 216 42.d4 Ec1
43. 2e2 Eel 44. 226 f4 45. Ef3
2f51?

There seems to be no problem with de-
fending the pawn either: 45... Ee4s.
45... g5 46. £xc8 Exc8 47. Eb3 leaves
Black with some chance of being mated,
and so it isn't surprising Black didn't go
for this. The computer doesn't see a
problem, and simply recommends 47...
g4 48. E b6+ Eeb49. Exeb+ Dxe6=

46. Exfal?

After great labours White has managed
to accumulate a second pawn, but Black
is unfazed because there will be decent
compensation in the form of piece co-
ordination and pressure against White's
king. If White releases the self-pin with
46. £b7 then Black obtains some real
pressure against White's king (46... g5™).

46... Ea8

Black has tactical threats along the a-
file, such as ... E e6.

47.d5

The less direct 47. Ef3 Ee7 48. Efa3
Eea7% doesn't solve the a-file prob-
lems since Black will still have ...£.c8 in
many positions.

47... Des5 48. Efad Ebs

X |

i
AdS

D> GG b

AD
E

Position after: 48... Eb8

Intending ...£b2/bl and ... £ e4+. Whi-
te hastens to take some pieces off.
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49. d6+ Lxd6 50. £d3! 2xd3 51.
Hda+ Le6 52. Exd3 Eb6 53. Eg3
6 54. Ef3+ Dg7=

Technically White has an extra pawn
here, but it is deeply unlikely to count
for anything as long as Black plays ac-
tively and keeps two pairs of rooks. This
David does, and duly makes his draw.

55. Ea7+ ©h6 56. Eh3+ 2g557. Ef7
Ee2 58. Ea3 Ec2 59. g3 Eb1 60.
g2 Eb6 61. Eas+ 2h6 62. Ea8
&g5 63. a4 Ea2 64. Eas+ &h6 65.
Efs Ec6 66. Eha+ Dg7 67. Lg3
Ha3+ 68. f3 Ed6 69. Ea7+ &f6 70.
Eba g5 71. Ea8 Ecb 72. a5 Lhé
73. Eha+ Dg5 74. Efa Edé 75. Ef7
Zc676. Zb8

z n
h=¢
X 3
A €
4 A D

Position after: 76. Eb8

76... £a677. Eb6 E3xa5 78. f4+ Lh6
79. Ebb7 g5 80. g4

Y-V

Round 6
A Vachier Lagrave, Maxime  (2784)
& Tari, Aryan (2625)

(® Tata Steel 2021

1. 3 d5 2. g3 g6 3. g2 Lg7 4. d4
&£\f6 5. 0-0 0-0 6. c4 c6

EAsW Ed |
i i Adoi
i Ai
i

&8
DA
A A A8 LA
EHeY B

Position after: 6... c6
7. Wp3

A) After 7. &\c3 the consensus is that
Black can and should take: 7... dxc4 8.
e4 [8. De5?! DgalF] 8... b5 9. We2
b41? 10. £ d1 a5 Vinchev, S — Kuiper,
J ICCF email 2016

B) A while ago | studied the 'boring' line
7. cxd5 cxd5 8. &3 and came to the
conclusion that 8... e6 was the most re-
liable response.

7...a5
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This is rather provoked by White's last.
Black will be happy to play a Grunfeld
structure, provided he can have some
extra space on the queenside.

8. 2f4

White can try and play 8. cxd5 here and
claim that the b5-square is somehow a
weakness, but it probably won't work:
8...a4 9. Wd1 cxds

EAsW E@ |0
F difi
A i
F
A

A
2%

Position after: 9... cxd5

a

[EC> e

g0
05r o> O

||1m:03=§

10. D3 Was 11. £d2 &6 12. €3
Wa6=Svidler, P — Ding, LINT 2020

8...a4 9. Wha dxca 10. Wxca Was

EAas K& [
i Aafi
i Aai

14

A A L
AW

A A AALA

=N =g

Position after: 10... Wa5

Black can (but doesn't need to) invite
some imbalance by playing a move like
10... £g4!? with the idea of ...2\fd7 and
L Rxf3.

11. Pa3

A) It is also not hard for White to drift
into a tough position, with this little
space on the queenside: 11. h3 £e6 12.
We1 Ed8 13. DHa3 Hab 14. Le5
NbaATF Dreev, A — Corrales Jimenez, F
INT 2019

B) The engine recommends 11. &\c3
A ds 12. £d2 to build some tension in
the centre, but this doesn't give White
an advantage either.

11... 26!

Black exploits the (slight) disadvantage
of White's last move and heads straight
for the central light squares.

12. We1 2d513. Eel Hbd7

E Ed |0
i Adifi
i Ai

W e

i 5 &
2 AV
8 A A8 LA
E ¥ 2 &

Position after: 13... Dbd7
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Black completes development and
claims the better side of equality.

14. Hca Wa7 15. Hces!

It is hard to suggest a really constructive
plan for White, and there is also the po-
tential idea of ...2xf3 and ...Wxd4 to
think about. So simplifying the position
is probably a good impulse.

After the passive 15. e3 Black could for-
mulate a plan based on pushing the b-,
c-, or e-pawn, or even none of them.
The best move right now seems to be
15... c5I?F, thinking about leaving
White with n 1QP.

15... Hxe5 16. 2xe5 Wh6 17. ha Efds

)4 E

L0
A &

i
8 8 A
E W X

Position after: 17...

18. 2f1?!

White is somehow playing for an ad-
vantage, and so tries to move the bis-
hop away in preparation for playing
& d2 and eventually e4.



Chapter 2 — Maxime Vachier Lagrave

87

More objective was something like 18.
e3!? followed by &\d2, and if White des-
perately wants to inject some imbal-
ance then maybe later there will be a
useful opportunity for playing £xf6.

18... Ded!

It turns out that concretely White may
struggle to play £d2 after all.

19. 2xg7 Lxg7 20. Ed1c5

Black still plays 'for equality' and seals in
the half-point rather than being ambi-
tious just yet.

A number of interesting plans suggest
themselves for Black here, for instance
20... \d6!? and ... 2\b5, to hit the weak
d4-pawn.

21. dxc5 Wxc5 22. Wxe5 Hxc5 23.
Hda Eacs

EE O

A A AA
 H 8P

Position after: 23... Eac8

24. N2

24. P\b5!1? followed by £c3 is com-
pletely dead level.

24...e525. Db4 L6 26.e3 Lg4

White has more or less solved their
opening problems (!) and so this is a rea-
sonable place for Black to offer a draw.

A possible continuation was 26... 2g4
27. Exd8 Exd8 28. Ec1 b6 29. &\c6
Ed2 30. Dxe5 Leb! 31. Lc4 Exb2
32. &xe6 Dxe6 33. Nca4 Exa2 34.
Dxbb

|=
i
DH A i
i A
& A
X A
=S &

Position after: 34. Z\xb6
34... h5 with a nominal plus for Black.

Y-V



