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Fore word

To the per son with out whom this manu script would hardly have seen the light of day.

In this book, as in all my pre vi ous ones, I have fol lowed a prin ci ple which is
well-known to my reg u lar read ers. It is as fol lows: that the ma jor ity of chess play -
ers, re gard less of their age, play ing strength or am bi tions, want not only to learn
about the ex is tence of the var i ous dif fer ent chess prin ci ples, but also to learn how
to ex ploit them them selves. There fore, in my books, ar ti cles and train ing ses sions, I
work as fol lows: first, I tell about the fact of the ex is tence of a cer tain prin ci ple or
method of play, then I for mu late it in the most gen eral way, and af ter this, I pres ent
ex am ples, show ing all its pos si ble sides. In this way, I try to show as clearly as pos si -
ble how one can use this prin ci ple or method in one’s own games, al beit not as
well as a great mas ter, but use it, all the same...!

I will use the same method in this book, al though here, things are a lit tle more
com pli cated, since we are deal ing with the most mys te ri ous of all as pects of chess.
Since we are con cerned only with ques tions of in tu ition, al beit in as much de tail as
pos si ble, I have of ten left out vari a tions which seem to me to be su per flu ous, and
not bear ing on the mat ter in hand.

The sub ject I am at tempt ing to tackle in this book is not the most spe cific and
con crete of sub jects. This is be cause of the rather mys te ri ous es sence of in tu ition it -
self. Where does it come from, how does it work, is it some thing con crete, or is it
partly taken from the sub con scious world? I will try to find an swers to these ques -
tions, but only in re la tion to chess it self. I have not at tempted to show ex actly how
in tu ition is con structed or how it works, but I try to ex plain how it co mes into ef -
fect and where it takes us.

As al ways, I ask my read ers not to be shy of tell ing me their opin ion of my work.
Praise and crit i cism will be re ceived with equal grat i tude. My e-mail ad dress is:
valeribeim@gmx.net

Valeri Beim, Vi enna, March 2012

7



Chap ter 1 – First Explorations

Al most ev ery one has heard about the ex -
is tence of in tu ition in daily life, and many 
adults (I can not say any thing def i nite
about in tu ition amongst chil dren) have
felt its in flu ence in their own lives. But if
such a thing ex ists, it can be man i fested
in any area of life. Its dis play will look
sim i lar in all cases, ad justed only for the
spe cif ics of the area of ap pli ca tion. This
means that in chess, in tu ition ought to,
and does in deed, oc cupy its own niche.
The ques tion of its role and place has not 
of ten been dis cussed in a se ri ous way in
chess lit er a ture, al though such phrases as 
‘this de ci sion was taken in tu itively’,
‘there was prac ti cally no time left to
think, and it was nec es sary to trust to in -
tu ition’, and other sim i lar ver sions, are
quite of ten seen in game com men tar ies.
But as a rule, here the dis cus sion about
in tu ition ends. I do not pre tend to be fa -
mil iar with all of the world’s chess lit er a -
ture, but in those books which I have
had cause to pick up, I have only on a
few oc ca sions found in ter est ing ma te rial 
about the mech a nism of in tu ition in a
game of chess or about the spe cific char -
ac ter is tics of those sit u a tions where a
player should rely on in tu ition more
than other meth ods. And even in these
few cases, the treat ment was not very
sys tem atic, and has only dealt with the
is sue par tially, based on the spe cific as -
pects of the sub ject which have in ter -
ested the au thor.

Al most ev ery where, we can see ex am -
ples which in vary ing de grees ac cord
with the topic of this book, and we can
come across the names of great play ers
who are re garded as be long ing to the
so-called in tu itive group of play ers.
How ever, as soon as one gets to the
point where it is time to dis cuss pre -
cisely what the mech a nism of in tu ition
is in the tak ing of de ci sions at the
board, we en coun ter a wall of si lence.
This means that I will have to rely on
only a small amount of help ful aux il -
iary ma te rial. But no mat ter, I will try to 
deal with the is sue my self.
In the mean time, let us con tinue our dis -
cus sion in a log i cal, step-by-step way,
with out jump ing ahead. First of all, I
would point out that a de scrip tion of the 
mech a nism of how ex actly in tu ition
func tions is of not merely the o ret i cal in -
ter est to those who play the game reg u -
larly, be they pro fes sion als or merely am -
a teurs who play for plea sure. No body
can doubt that in a chess player’s ar se nal, 
in ad di tion to well-known weap ons,
such as tac ti cal skill, the abil ity to cal cu -
late vari a tions, the tech nique of real is ing 
a ma te rial or po si tional ad van tage, the
tech nique of po si tional play, plus spe cific 
the o ret i cal knowl edge of ope nings and
end ings, there is also a qual ity that, so
far, has not been given any clear con -
tours, namely in tu ition. On the ba sis of
this mys te ri ous, hard to iden tify qual ity,
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Botvinnik,Mikhail
Pachman,Ludek
Oberhausen Ech-tt, 1961

T_._TlM_
_JdL_._J
._JjS_J_
j.s._J_.
._InI_._
iIn.b.iI
._Q_.iB_
_._Rr.k.

T_._TlM_
_JdL_._J
._JjS_J_
j.s._J_.
._InI_._
iIn.b.iI
._Q_.iB_
_._Rr.k.

q

At tempt ing to break Botvinnik’s po si -
tional chains, Black’s last move was
29...f5, pos ing his op po nent a choice.
Botvinnik played 

30. Àd4xf5!

Other con tin u a tions gave Black good
play, af ter both 30.exf5 Àxd4 31.Ãxd4
Ãxf5, and 30.Àxe6 Ãxe6. There fore,
in a higher sense, White’s de ci sion can
be con sid ered forced.

30. ... g6xf5
31. e4xf5 Àe6-g7
32. g3-g4

T_._TlM_
_JdL_.sJ
._Jj._._
j.s._I_.
._I_._I_
iIn.b._I
._Q_.iB_
_._Rr.k.

T_._TlM_
_JdL_.sJ
._Jj._._
j.s._I_.
._I_._I_
iIn.b._I
._Q_.iB_
_._Rr.k.

Botvinnik had aimed for this po si ti o n at 
move 30, when con sid er ing how to

meet the typ i cal King’s In dian ad vance
of the black pawn to f5. Thus, Botvinnik 
writes: 
‘The white pawns are very strong. The
dis har mony among his pieces and open 
po si ti o n of his king ren der Black’s po si -
ti o n crit i cal.’ 
I would draw your at ten tion to the fact
that we have be fore us, in pure form, a
very short, but pre cise sum mary of a
po si tion which is quite com pli cated, in
the sense of the num ber of pieces on
the board and the non-stan dard out -
ward ap pear ance of the po si ti o n. The
re sult of the game now de pends on ex -
actly the cor rect ness of this far from im -
me di ately ob vi ous as sess ment.
Botvinnik convincingly shows that he is 
right. 

32. ... Õe8-e5?!

In Botvinnik’s opin ion, it was better to
go in for the vari a tion 32...Àxf5
33.gxf5 Õe5. But the sil i con friend cor -
rects this: 34.Ãxc5! Õxc5 (34...Ãxf5?
loses af ter 35.Ãe4! Ãxe4 36.Àxe4
dxc5 37.Àf6+ ®h8 38.Õxe5) 35.f6
with an in dis put able ad van tage. Even
so, I have left in the du bi ous mark
against the text, sug gest ing that Black
in stead try the sim ple 32...Ãe7.

33. Ãe3-d4!

Ex cel lently played. The ex change of a
pair of rooks is forced, the lat ter be ing
cur rently Black’s most ac tive piece, re -
duc ing his chances of cre at ing counter -
play, which Black des per ately needs in
this position. 

33. ... Õe5xe1+
34. Õd1xe1 Õa8-e8

Chap ter  1 – Firs t  Explorat ions

15



._._TlM_
_JdL_.sJ
._Jj._._
j.s._I_.
._Ib._I_
iIn._._I
._Q_.iB_
_._.r.k.

._._TlM_
_JdL_.sJ
._Jj._._
j.s._I_.
._Ib._I_
iIn._._I
._Q_.iB_
_._.r.k.

35. Õe1-d1!

It is in ter est ing that this very strong de -
ci sion, based more on as sess ment than
cal cu la tion (the im por tance to White of 
re tain ing one rook soon be comes
clear), is not only not com mented on
by Botvinnik, but he does not even
punc tu ate the move! 

35. ... Ãd7-c8
36. b3-b4 a5xb4
37. a3xb4 Àc5-a6

._L_TlM_
_Jd._.sJ
S_Jj._._
_._._I_.
.iIb._I_
_.n._._I
._Q_.iB_
_._R_.k.

._L_TlM_
_Jd._.sJ
S_Jj._._
_._._I_.
.iIb._I_
_.n._._I
._Q_.iB_
_._R_.k.

38. Àc3-e4! Õe8xe4

Nec es sary. 38...Õd8 loses quickly:
39.Àf6+ ®h8 40.©d2 ©f7 41.Ãe4!
Ãe7 42.Àxh7 and so on.

39. Ãg2xe4 Àa6xb4
40. ©c2-d2 d6-d5
41. c4xd5 c6xd5

Af ter 41...Àxd5 White has a nice
forced win: 42.Ãxd5+! cxd5 43.Ãxg7
©xg7 44.©xd5+ ®h8 45.f6! ©xf6
46.©d8! ©f3 47.Õd3.

42. Ãe4-f3

In this po si tion, the game was ad -
journed and Pachman sealed his move.
How ever, see ing that his po si tion was
hope less, and know ing of Botvinnik’s
fan tas tic an a lyt i cal abil ity, he re signed
with out re sum ing, thereby giv ing him -
self and his op po nent an ex tra free day. 

1–0

So, what is in ter est ing for our pur poses
in what we have seen so far? We can al -
ready claim with some con fi dence that
the de gree of proof (we could also call
it the de gree of con vin cing ness) is
greater when vari a tions pre dom i nate
over po si tional con sid er ations. We will
speak more of this later, but for now, I
will give a sim ple ex am ple of how
intuition shows itself.

Kramnik,Vladimir
Anand,Viswanathan
Bel grade Investbanka,1997

._._.sM_
_._._T_.
._._J_._
_Q_Li._.
._Ji._._
_J_.dNiB
._._._Ii
_._._R_K

._._.sM_
_._._T_.
._._J_._
_Q_Li._.
._Ji._._
_J_.dNiB
._._._Ii
_._._R_K

n

Here too, we give the mi cro phone to
the win ner: 

The Enigma of  Chess  In tu i t ion
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Szabo,Laszlo
Smyslov,Vasily
Mos cow Alekhine mem, 1956

1. c2-c4 Àg8-f6
2. d2-d4 e7-e6
3. Àb1-c3 Ãf8-b4
4. e2-e3  0-0
5. Ãf1-d3 c7-c5
6. a2-a3 Ãb4xc3+
7. b2xc3 Àb8-c6
8. e3-e4

Szabo’s nov elty. The usual con tin u a tion
was 8.Àe2.

T_Ld.tM_
jJ_J_JjJ
._S_Js._
_.j._._.
._IiI_._
i.iB_._.
._._.iIi
r.bQk.nR

T_Ld.tM_
jJ_J_JjJ
._S_Js._
_.j._._.
._IiI_._
i.iB_._.
._._.iIi
r.bQk.nR

8. ... c5xd4

Thus, Smyslov is faced with a nov elty
and has to think. Ac tu ally, one could ar -
gue that there was not a great deal to
think about at this point, since tak ing
the pawn ap pears to be forced, oth er -
wise White will get ev ery thing he has
ever dreamed of in this vari a tion, at no
cost.
But things are not so sim ple, mainly be -
cause there is also the move 8...d5, with 
a com pli cated and un clear po si ti o n. At
the same time, tak ing the pawn leads to
many com pli ca tions, which will un -
doubt edly have been stud ied at home
by the op po nent.

So there was plenty to think about, in
fact, and a very im por tant de ci sion to
be taken. And this is what ensued.

9. c3xd4 Àc6xd4
10. e4-e5 ©d8-a5+
11. ®e1-f1 Àf6-e8

The pawn can not be taken, be cause of
the loss of the knight: 11...©xe5?
12.Ãb2 ©c5 13.Ãxd4 ©xd4?
14.Ãxh7+.

T_L_StM_
jJ_J_JjJ
._._J_._
d._.i._.
._Is._._
i._B_._.
._._.iIi
r.bQ_KnR

T_L_StM_
jJ_J_JjJ
._._J_._
d._.i._.
._Is._._
i._B_._.
._._.iIi
r.bQ_KnR

Thus far, start ing at move eight, play has 
been forced.

12. Ãc1-d2

Even in our day, this vari a tion is still oc -
ca sion ally the sub ject of de bate. Black
al most al ways fol lows in Smyslov’s foot -
steps, the ex cep tions be ing rare, and al -
most al ways un suc cess ful. White usu -
ally pre fers 12.Ãb2 here. All this con -
vinc ingly con firms the cor rect ness of
Smyslov’s de ci sion at move eight. As we 
will soon see, it is ex tremely dif fi cult to
work out all the ram i fi ca tions and it is
hardly pos si ble to get by with out re ly -
ing on in tu ition. 

12. ... ©a5-d8!

12...©c7 is weaker be cause of 13.Ãb4
©xe5? 14.Ãc3.

Chap ter  2 – Succes s ful  Use of  In tu i t ion
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The fol low ing game also be longs to the
list of Tal’s in tu itive mas ter pieces. The
game is com pli cated, and ana lys ing it is
not easy, and for this rea son, there will
be many di a grams!

Spassky,Boris
Tal,Mikhail
Tallinn, 1973

1. d2-d4 Àg8-f6
2. c2-c4 e7-e6
3. Àb1-c3 Ãf8-b4
4. Ãc1-g5 h7-h6
5. Ãg5-h4 c7-c5
6. d4-d5 b7-b5!?
7. d5xe6 f7xe6
8. c4xb5 d7-d5
9. e2-e3  0-0

10. Àg1-f3

TsLd.tM_
j._._.j.
._._Js.j
_IjJ_._.
.l._._.b
_.n.iN_.
Ii._.iIi
r._QkB_R

TsLd.tM_
j._._.j.
._._Js.j
_IjJ_._.
.l._._.b
_.n.iN_.
Ii._.iIi
r._QkB_R

Pos si bly not the stron gest. More is
prom ised by 10.a3!? or 10.Ãd3.

10. ... ©d8-a5!

This nat u ral queen move was a nov elty
at this time and a very good one.

11. Ãh4xf6?!

This ex change is ques tion able. It looks 
forced, so as to meet the threat of

11...Àe4, but for the mo ment, it
could have been dis pensed with:
11.©c2 and now 11...Àe4 will be
met by 12.Ãd3! Àxc3  13.0-0! with
good play for White, for ex am ple:
13...Àxb5 14.a3.
Better is 11...c4!?, but then there
follows 12.Ãxf6 Õxf6 13.Ãe2 with
equal chances.

11. ... Õf8xf6

TsL_._M_
j._._.j.
._._Jt.j
dIjJ_._.
.l._._._
_.n.iN_.
Ii._.iIi
r._QkB_R

TsL_._M_
j._._.j.
._._Jt.j
dIjJ_._.
.l._._._
_.n.iN_.
Ii._.iIi
r._QkB_R

12. ©d1-d2?!

An other in ac cu racy, more sig nif i cant
this time. Spassky plays the ope ning
 imprecisely. Cor rect was 12.©c1 a6!
13.Ãe2!? axb5  14.0-0 Ãxc3!? 15.bxc3
Àc6 16.e4 and White’s ad van tage is not 
all that great.

12. ... a7-a6
13. b5xa6

Black has achieved sev eral ob vi ous ad -
van tages: a lead in de vel op ment, a
strong pawn cen tre and the bishop pair.
All of these fac tors are usu ally ex ploited 
by ac tive play. Tal did not need to be
asked twice in such sit u a tions!

13. ... Àb8-c6!
14. Ãf1-e2

Chap ter  2 – Succes s ful  Use of  In tu i t ion
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The sec ond ques tion: let us sup pose
that your home prep a ra tion works, and 
you se cure a large ad van tage; still the
game goes on, and you will have to
play some more moves of your own at
the board. So won’t you still need to
call on all your abil i ties, in clud ing in -
tu ition?

As we will see, it is not wise to ig nore
the abil ity to play chess well, even in
our day, no mat ter how great one’s
prep a ra tion or how large an ar se nal of
mod ern weap ons one may have. It may
be that there is no need to say any more
on this, but I would very much like to
il lus trate what I have said. To do so, I
will again em ploy the method of com -
par i son, and pres ent a pair of ex am ples
taken from the prac tice of two long-
 time bit ter ri vals.

Shirov,Alexey
Kramnik,Vladimir
Wijk aan Zee Tata Steel A, 2011

1. e2-e4 e7-e5
2. Àg1-f3 Àb8-c6
3. d2-d4 e5xd4
4. Àf3xd4 Àg8-f6
5. Àd4xc6 b7xc6
6. e4-e5 ©d8-e7
7. ©d1-e2 Àf6-d5
8. c2-c4 Àd5-b6
9. Àb1-c3 Ãc8-b7

This is not the most pop u lar con tin u a -
tion. More com mon is 9...©e6
10.©e4.

10. Ãc1-d2 g7-g6
11. Àc3-e4  0-0-0

._Mt.l.t
jLjJdJ_J
.sJ_._J_
_._.i._.
._I_N_._
_._._._.
Ii.bQiIi
r._.kB_R

._Mt.l.t
jLjJdJ_J
.sJ_._J_
_._.i._.
._I_N_._
_._._._.
Ii.bQiIi
r._.kB_R

12. a2-a4

A new move. Pre vi ously, White had
played 12.f4. So, it is Shirov who plays
the nov elty, but... he falls into Kramnik’s 
prep a ra tion, and it soon be comes clear
that the lat ter knew sig nif i cantly more
about the po si tion than his op po nent!
Such things hap pen in con tem po rary
chess.

12. ... Ãb7-a6
13. ©e2-e3

The po si ti o n is crammed with vari a -
tions, and play ing it ‘blind’, when the
op po nent has stud ied it at home, is ex -
tremely hard. 
Firstly, White must ex am ine the line
13.a5 Àxc4! and then choose be tween
14.Ãc3, and maybe other pos si bil i ties
too. It is not ap pro pri ate for us to get
into this here, es pe cially as more games
will prob a bly be played in this line very
soon.

13. ... ©e7xe5!
14. Ãd2-c3

14.a5? loses: 14...©xb2 15.Ãc3 Ãb4
etc.

14. ... Ãf8-b4!

There is no other move.

The Enigma of  Chess  In tu i t ion
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