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Key to Symbols

a good move

a weak move

an excellent move

a blunder

an interesting move

a dubious move

only move

novelty

lead in development
zugzwang

equality

unclear position

with compensation for the sacrificed material
White stands slightly better
Black stands slightly better
White has a serious advantage
Black has a serious advantage
White has a decisive advantage
Black has a decisive advantage
with an attack

with initiative

with counterplay

with the idea of

better is

worse is

check

mate
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Preface

For “French lovers”, their favorite defense is equal to love. It is easy to fall in love
with specific structures, to learn to be patient and to have the gift of understanding
chess!

The dance by Black’s pieces during deep middlegame is often the key to a deep
strategy. | was only 14 when | started feeling that the French Defense would be-
come my eternal companion, and this affinity has lasted almost half a century. | will
forever remember my tough fights against Timman, Caruana, Speelman, Psakhis,
Velimirovic, Lobron... and | am glad to see stars such as Carlsen, Caruana, Nepom-
niachtchi, Ding and So being attracted to playing the French.

| have really enjoyed reading this book. It is divided into three parts and it is expertly
conceived. Zlatanovic and Jacimovic have regularly played their favorite opening
for decades and they have a great sense of the nuances. Boroljub radiates creativ-
ity, energy, understanding, a talent in tactical clashes and a strong desire to win.
How beautiful is his victory against the strong grandmaster Ante Brkic! | witnessed
Boroljub's triumphs in tournaments facing famous grandmasters. He is indeed an
eminent coach and author.

Dragoljub’s pieces are always on the right spots, guided by the hand of a skilled
strategist. Our meetings at tournaments and conversations about "our opening"
were a treat for me. | enjoyed watching his victory over the European champion
Macieja —another shining moment of the French Defense! Dragoljub's performance
at the Olympiad in Istanbul in 2000 was a great achievement, when he won the gold
medal for his results on the third board!

| am glad to see the authors devote an entire chapter to rare systems. Such varia-
tions may cause you to feel uncomfortable if you are not well prepared. The book
is a valuable guide for chess players who play the French Defense and those who
are about to fall in love with this defense.

The book is authentic and is to be recommended. It is a delight for me and has
motivated me to “dive into the French whirlpools” once again. Both less devoted

players and strong grandmasters will read this book with great enthusiasm.

Grandmaster Milan Drasko, Serbia, January 2023



Introduction

For almost two centuries the French Defense has been a universally popular
opening. Many authorities have made their contribution to establishing the
theory. Thanks to their efforts, players nowadays can easily make a choice
between the many and various options, whether peaceful or sharp, whether
statically or dynamically orientated. Just as importantly, if not more so, fans
of the French worldwide can today find good options to play both for a win
and a draw! All this makes the French Defense very popular. However, the
authors think that many lines have not been well explained or should be
revisited. Some other lines deserve a better reputation. Finally we have
also suggested some new approaches. Simply speaking, the French Defense
looks to be inexhaustible and there cannot be enough books dedicated to
it. This book takes a step in the direction of revitalizing our favorite
opening!

The authors have decided to set the book in order from the less to the more
popular and complex lines. In the case of the most popular moves 3. €5,
3. Dd2 and 3. &c3, we decided to offer two options for Black — one aims to
lead to calm play, taking care first with finding balance and equalizing;
the other aims to lead to a direct game. Needless to say, we wish to arm
the reader in all scenarios that can arise in a practical game of chess,
depending on their intentions, wishes, preparation, motivation level, and
standings etc.

In the theoretical part, we have given more or less common lines suggested
and tried to set out plans and patterns for both sides. Additionally, in the
model games and exercise sections, we have explained some typical
mistakes, failures, tactical motifs, and strategic regroupings in action! Some
meticulous readers may think that some lines have not been covered in
detail in the theoretical part, but this has been decided deliberately with the
intention of paying attention to the last two practical parts. We have tried to

keep lines where it’s always possible to win as Black (as a real fighting game), and
we have also explained the variations from a psychological aspect.



Finally, we have tended to present fragments or whole games that have
been played by the true authorities of the defense, simply because they are
the ones who set the trends! However, unlike the majority of books, we have
also presented many games played by those who are not famous, or
even anonymous and unrated! In sum, everyone who has created a
masterpiece should find a place in publications. Moreover, this approach
should help average players who are lovers of the French to become more
confident!

Dragoljub Jacimovic & Boroljub Zlatanovic, Serbia, January 2023
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White generally has many ways to answer on his second move. Therefore as
a result Black has many options on his second move. This can lead to a
plethora of lines and generally players should be equipped with knowledge
of structures that may occur from other lines and openings. Here we present
2. b3, 2. We2 and the King’s Indian Attack, 2. d3. These lines sometimes
follow similar patterns, but we give various different approaches, with
the aim of presenting relatively simple ways to equalize and to reach
sufficiently complex positions so as to keep chances even or for more. We
also present a deviation on the third move 3. £d3. This is a unique deviation
that is deserving attention at the moment. Here the reader will gain some
suggestions that can easily progress beyond the opening to reach a solid
middlegame.

a) 2.b3
1. e4 €6 2. b3?! 2...d5 3. 2b2 N6
EAS WG oHEm E ool ElC
A iddd iii d i i FY 3
i A i
F
A &
8 A
A58 A A A ALAA AAA
3@2@@2@33 EH WDHaHnE

Position after: 2. b3?!

This is often used by tacticians. The idea
is to get out of theory, to castle
gueenside quickly and to attack on the
dark-squared diagonal. Black has many
options, and although capturing looks
to be the most principled, we would
rather suggest another approach -
surprise someone who wanted to sur-
prise you!

Position after: 3... %\c6

This is our suggestion here. White has a
few options. The point is to wait for
White's development idea before
reacting. Furthermore Black waits for
the potential capture to free his
light-squared bishop. Another option is
to go for the promising advance ...d4
from a Benoni structure. Very often in
the Indian Defenses it is dangerous for
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Black to meet the d5-advance with a
fianchettoed bishop on b7. This is the
approach we suggest here.

4. exd5

This primitive move is probably the best
here.

A) 4. e5 This is pointless, but possible.
4...d41? 5. {f3 a6!

E alidoAEpm
id idi
i A i
A
i
& &
ARAA AAA
EH Yoo E

Position after: 5... a6l

Black’s knight must stay alive on c6. It is
both a defender and an attacker, the
key piece here.

Al) 6. 2d3 Dbal? 7. Led [7. Dxd4
c5 8. N3 Hxd3+ 9. cxd3 Wxd3 10.
We2 Wye2+ 11. Dxe2 Ye7F] 7... f5!
8. exf6 Y \xf6

E oWde E|
id i i
i A4

A L2

A A
AQAA AAA
25 Y =

Position after: 8... 2\xf6

9. d3 [9. a3 Dxe4 10. axbd Lxb4 11.
L xd4 0-0 12. H\c3 Pg5! Black has an
advantage.] 9... @xe4 10. dxe4 c5 11.
c3 dxc3 12. &xc3 Pd3+ 13. &f1
2d7!14. Dbd2 Le7 15. Lxg7 Eg8
16. £h6 £f6 Black is in a great
position and has more than enough
compensation.

A2) 6. DNa3 Wds 7. c4 Wes+ 8. We2
Wxe2+ 9. Lxe2 f6 10. exf6 gxf6 This
is excellent for Black.

B) 4. £b5?! Another silly attempt.

E Wb oAEN
diid dd4i
A i

L &
A
&
ARAA AAA
B ¥d HE

Position after: 4. £b5?!

B1) 4... dxe4 To be fair this is also
good. 5. N3 Wgs This gives Black an
advantage, in Tsydypov, Z (2460) —
Rapport, R (2717) Danzhou 2016.
Here White should choose the follow-
ing. 6. &xc6+ [6. g3? This allows Black
to play 6... £d7!. White is already
hopeless without anything for the
pawn and the opponent has superior
development.] 6... bxc6 7. g3 &f6
Black is in a slightly worse situation.

B2) 4... Dge7
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B2.1) 5. &\c3? d4 6. Nce2 ab 7.
2d3 e5 8. f4 [8. c3 Y\gb 9. cxd4 exd4
10. Ecl1 b4 11. £b1 c57F] 8... exf4 9.
Dxf4 g6 Evidently Black is better.
White has passive bishops.

B2.2) 5. We2 a6

E tWde Eo
id Aiii
i A i
L 4
&
&

C) 4.%\c3?! Astrange move. Black with
tempo has the following. 4... d4 5.
Pce2 e5

F
F )
ARAANAAA
E YHLnE

Position after: 5... e5

ARAAWA AA
20 & HE

Position after: 5... a6

This position should not be played with
the bishop on b2.

Cl1) 6.f4? g4 7. fxe5 [7. h3 2h5 8.
d3 exfd—+] 7... d3—+

6. 2xc6+ [6. 2d3? This doesn’t
make sense in view of 6... ?g6!.]
6... D\xc6 Now White has a few op-
tions.

B2.2a) 7.f4b68.Nf3 £b79.d3
dxe4 10. Wxed [10. dxed Wdb!
11. g3 Wc5 12. a3 a5 13. A3
0-0-0F] 10... Wds5 11. Wxd5 exd5
This gives Black a better endgame
after ...fe!l.

B2.2b) 7.exd5 Wxds 8. A\ f3 Wis
9. d3 [9. £a3? b5 The knight is ex-
cluded from the game, and at the
same time Black installs his bishop
on the most dangerous diagonal.]
9.. &£d7 10. Hbd2 0-0-0
11. 0-0-0 e5 12. Ye4 6 Black is
preferable with the bishop pair
and perfectly restricts the
opponent's minor pieces.

C2) 6. £\g3 ab!

C2.1) 7. a4 Le6 8. D f3 h5 A natu-
ral reaction with the knight on g3
which gives Black an advantage.

C2.2) 7. c3 A natural reaction, but it
achieves nothing here. Black has the
following. 7... £ge7 8. cxd4 exd4
The black knight goes to g6 and then
f4 or e5. This cannot be prevented
with 9. f4 because 9... £g6 10. W3
b4 is crushing.

C2.3) 7. &c4 &Of6 8. HHf3 b5 9.
£.d3 h5! 10. h4 [10. a4 This gives
nothing in view of the following.
10... bxad 11. £c4 hd 12. 9g5
2e6F] 10... £g4 Black has a clear
advantage.
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C3) 6. &f3 This can be met as
follows. 6... g5!? 7. h3 h5 8. c3 &g7
9. cxd4 exd4 10. d3 g4 11. hxgd hxgd
12. Exh8 £xh8 13. ?A\d2 &ge7 Black
has an advantage.

C4) 6. g3 Thisistoo slow. 6... f5! 7. d3
9\f6 8. 2.2 fxed 9. dxed L.g4 10. f3
[10. h3 £b4+!11. c3 dxc3 12. Wxdg+
Exd8 13. Hxc3 £h5 14. g4 Lg6
15. f3 Ed3—+] 10... Le6 11. Hh3
Lc5F

4... exd5 5. D f3

E Wb aAE|n
didi Adi

A
2 A A
A

Position after: 5. £\f3
5... 2)f6

5...f6 The planis...&f5and ...%¥d7, and
probably ... 0-0-0 is also good.

6. Le2

A) 6. £b5 2d67.0-00-08. Eel g4
9. £xc6 bxc6 10. h3 £h5 11. d3 Ld7
This is good for Black.

B) 6. d4 This is strange with the bishop
already set on b2. The idea of installing

the knight on e5 can be easily parried.
6. 2d6

&

E @ E|
di Adi
A

Wb o

&
F 3
A
A A

AR A A AA
25 Yoo E

Position after: 6... £d6

7. 262 [7. 2d3 We7+ 8. We2 Wye2+
9. £xe2 Dbs 10. £d1 £f5 11. Ya3
0-0 12. 0-0 a5 This gives Black an
evident advantage.] 7... 0-0 8. 0-0 Ye7
9. Ne5 Pg6 10. £d3 c5 11. Lxgb hxgb
12. dxc5 &xc5 13. £d4 b6 Black is
preferred.

6... 2d6 7.0-0 0-0

E oW Eeé |
Aid ik
aAs 4
i
A 2
ALABLAARA
EoH W EQ

Position after: 7... 0-0
8. Na3

8. ?\c3?! a6! The knight on c3 is very
bad.

8... Ze8
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8... a6 This is good here, but White has
9. c4 justifying the knight's position on
a3.9... Ee8 This is better for Black.

9. N\b5 24 10. Eel a6 11. H\bda
Nxda 12. 2xda Wde

Black has got out of the difficulties and
optically seems even to be somewhat
preferable.

19
E &2 E @ [0
A4 Adi
i W A
i
£ &
A A
AL ABLAARA
E WH &

Position after: 12... Wd6

b) 2. %We2

1.e4 e62. We2

EAL WL E|n
444i 12411
F 3

A

AR ARAAWA AA
BN Qo E

Position after: 2. We2

This is an attempt to lead the game in
the manner of a King’s Indian with
colors reversed. It can be similar to a
King’s Indian Attack, but can also
generate completely different
structures and positions. We will try to
explain the patterns and ideas.

2...¢5

Black players often play this move here.
Theideais to prevent d4 and secure this

spot for the knight. White usually plays
c3.

A) 2... e5 This is another good and
simple move that will not be analyzed
here in detail. Black wants to switch to
an open game, intending for the queen
to stay on the bad e2-square.

B) If Black wants to insist on advancing
...d5, then 2... £e7 is the move. Some
minor problems may arise after White
advances e5 and the knight on g8 then
needs time to get activated. On the
other hand White cannot advance d4
easily and the queen is also bad on e2.
Black is generally OK.

3. D3 Y6 4. g3

4. c3 This can be played immediately,
but here Black has 4... d5. This works
well now, because after the queen
takes, there is no longer the move 3.
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E alid oA R
di idi
a i

i
&
A &
A AWA AA
Ene ©2 X

Position after: 4... d5

5. d3 [5. e5? This is bad. 5... Wc7 6. g3
f6 7. exfe6 Pxf6 8. £g2 e5 9. 0-0 £d6
Black is better; 5. exd5 This is primitive.
5... Wxd5 6. g3 5 7. £g2 £.g4 Black
will castle queenside next and obtain an
excellent game.] 5... d4 6. e5 dxc3 7.
bxc3 b6 8. g3 Yge7 The idea is ...2a6
which is great for Black.

4..865. 282 2g76.0-0 d6

E aWéd AE|l
d i P
ALi 1

F 3

A

N A
AAAAWAR2A
2ENHL =)

Position after: 6... d6

7.c3

A) 7. c4? This cannot be a good
recommendation. 7... ge7 8. A3 0-0
9. d3 a6 10. a4 b6 This gave Black an
advantage, in Kamsky, G (2657) -
Grischuk, A (2764) chess.com INT 2022.

B) 7. d3 Another common move.
7... Dge7 Now White has a few possible
setups.

o
> e @

Wy
F

B % |o
F 3 A2i
i

b

AR
ABAL WA LA
Enhe | B

Position after: 7... Dge7

B1) 8.c3 b6 9. Nbd2 0-0

E oW Eé |
i Aidi
AAdi i

i
A
BAL DA
A8 WA LA
E & | ED

Position after: 9... 0-0

Now White has a few options for the
rook.

B1.1) 10. Eel Wd7 11. Hf1 La6
12. h4 Eae8 13. #\1h2 f5 This, for
instance, is definitely preferable for
Black.

Bl.1a) 14. exfS &xf5 15. a4
[15. g4? {\h61F] 15... e5!

B1.1b) 14. h5?! gxh5! 15. &g5
h4



The Winawer
Variation - 3.%¢c3 2b4

EAsWe A E|l

1.e4 €6 2.d4 d5 3.2)¢c3 2b4
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For decades, White’s main response was the most critical 3. £)c3 to gain
more space, together with domination on the dark squares. However thanks
to authorities such as Nimzowitsch, Botvinnik, Korchnoi, Uhlmann, and in
modern times Vitiugov, Nepomniachtchi and Rapport (who revitalized a
good idea by Szymon Winawer), we now have a popular, promising and solid
opening option for Black.

As before, here we offer two approaches in the Winawer main line: first,
6... Was5, which leads to more positional play with the idea of trading bish-
ops and occupying the light squares; and secondly, 6... 2\e7, which leads to
either the sharp lines after 7. Wg4 or 7. h4, or alternatively to strategic play
after 7. ad or 7. D f3.

Whichever approach Black chooses here, he will be ready to confront the
fight after studying our material. Of course, in order to obtain a full and com-
plete understanding, we suggest that you do not skip the model games and
exercises that are set out.

a) 4.--

1. e4 e6 2. d4 d5 3. Nc3 Here Black has several choices. An im-

portant continuation is 3... 26, but we
This is the most played continuation in  have decided to choose the text move
this position for White! instead.

3..2b4 This is the first crossroads for White,
with many moves. Here we will analyze:

Ehelids A E|C 4. Wga 4. Wd3, 4. 2d2, 4. £d3, 4.

i ii i ii Z\e2 and 4. a3. The move 4. exd5 has
i already been analyzed in the chapter on

i the Exchange Variation; and the move

8 A A 4. e5, being the most dangerous and the

most principled move, will be analyzed

@ later in detail.
AA A A A A

E QUanE 4.a3

Position after: 3... £b4
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This is a famous gambit widely used by
such great players from the past such as
Alekhine and Fischer. Nowadays it is
known to be not dangerous.

A) 4. Wga Sharp play with the idea of
exploiting the vulnerability of the g7-
pawn. 4... 9\f6 5. Wxg7 Eg8 6. Whe

EAL VWG E |
did i A
ia g
F
2 AA
&)
AA A A A A
5 2 96hE

Position after: 6. ¥he

6... ¢5 The principal move. Black wants
to punish White’s queen diversion.
[6... Eg6 7. W4 or 7.Wha 7... Ega 8.
Whe 2 g6 This may lead to repetition.]
7. a3 [7. e5 This is not good. 7... cxd4 8.
exf6 dxc3 9. b3 &d7 After this Black is
preferred; 7. dxc5 Egb 8. Wha Hxes
9. Wxdg+ ©xd8 10. a3 &xc5 11. Hxed
dxe4 Black has a good game.]
7... &xc3+ 8. bxc3 dxe4 9. dxc5 This is
less principled. 9... @\bd7 Black is fine
after this.

E oWd X |
Ai A i i
id T
&
A
a A
AL AAA
E & 20K

Position after: 9... 2\bd7

10. PDe2 [10. L£e3? This allows the
following. 10... Dga 11. Wxh7 A df6
12. Wha Hxe3 13. fxe3 Pg4 Black has
a serious advantage] 10... £xc5 Black is
good.

B) 4. Wd3 The idea is to support the
vulnerable pawn and prepare to castle
long. The problem is that it exposes the
queen. 4... dxed 5. Wxed Hf6

¥ |o
iddi
iA

& AY
%)
A/ A A AA
E & o0 E

Position after: 5... £)f6

EA LW
441

B1) 6. Wd3 c5 7. 93 &6 8. dxcs 8.
Le3?1 Y\d5 This is preferable for
Black.] 8... Wxd3 9. &xd3 £xc5 The
position is balanced.

B2) 6. Wha Wds5 A simple way to
equalize. 7. £d2 £xc3 8. £xc3
Wea+ 9. Wxed Dxed 10. PDe2
[10. 2b4?! {)c6F] 10... D6

E & & Ep
idii Adi
A

£
A

Position after: 10...
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11. d5!? [11. Ed1 De7 12. 3 Dxc3
13. Yxc3 E d8 This is somewhat pref-
erable for Black.] 11... @xc3 12. dxc6
Z\xe2 13. £xe2 bxc6 This leads to a
balanced endgame after the follow-
ing. 14. 0-0-0 £b7 15. h4 Le7 16.
Zh3 Ehds

C) 4. £d2 Another attempt to organize
castling queenside quickly with the ac-
tive move ‘%’g4.

EAgilid AE|s
FOF 3 dd4i
F 3
5] A
&)

& A

B> =

A A A A
= Q2NE
£

Position after: 4. £.d2

Cl1) 4... ©e7 This is a safe way to
secure the g7-pawn and calm down
White's aggressive opening play. 5.
£d3 [5. a3 &xc3 6. £xc3 dxed 7.
Waa 0-0 8. Wxea £\d7 9. 0-0-0 Y6
After ...b6 and ...2b7 Black also has
the resource ... d5 and active piece
play.] 5... b6 6. 23 L.a6 This can lead
to a strategic game.

C2) 4... dxed 5. Wga Hfe 6. Wxg7
Hg8 7. Whe Wxd4 8. 0-0-0 This is a
famous position. Black has a few
options.

(see analysis diagram next column)

EHSE o E |u
44 i i
i W

C
&

ABAR AAA
QE 2KHE

Position after: 8. 0-0-0

8.. £f8 9. W4 2de 10. Wha
[10. Whe &bd7 This is a significant
improvement for Black — the bishop is
better on d6 and there are no tactics
related to ?\b5.] 10... Ega

EAs & =
dii i 4
Li4a

Wi EY
%)

ABAR AAA
QE 2KHE

Position after: 10... Eg4

11. Whe [11. Wh3? Wxf2 12. &\bs
\c6 13. Yxd6+ cxd6 Black is better.]
11... Dbd7 [11... Eg6 This may lead
to a draw by repetition.] 12. f3 [12.
£e2 BExg2 13. Nh3 a6 14. Dg5 Wes
15. Edgl Exgl+ 16. Exgl Wxh2
Black is preferable.] 12... Eg6 13.
Wha a6 Black eliminates tactics by
controlling the b5-square, with a good
game. Black will try to find a safe spot
for the queen and organize queenside
castling. Many of the lines need to be
tested in practice.
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D) 4. £d3 The idea of this move is to
install the bishop on the good "Catalan
diagonal” after taking back on e4 . This
was an effective weapon for White in
the 1950's, but Black soon found
various ways to calm down White's
initiative. There are two options and we
will give both here.

EAgilid AE|s
FOF 3 dd4i
F 3
F 3
L2 AA
N
AFSA A AA
2 QW HE

Position after: 4. £d3

D1) 4... ¢5 5. exd5 [5. 2)f3 This is bad
in view of the following. 5... c4 6. £.e2
Ofe 7. e5 Ded 8. Kd2 Hixd2
9. Wxd2 &d7 Black is excellent —
White has nothing on the kingside.]
5... Wxd5 6. £d2

EAL & AEp
F Y ididi

Position after: 6. £d2

Now there is an interesting forced
line. 6... £xc3 7. £xc3 cxd4 8. xd4
e59. £c3[9. Le3 This is less aggres-
sive. Black has the following.
9... Wxg2 10. W3 Wxf3 11. H)xf3 f6

12. Egl ©f7 13. Lca+ Leb6 14.
£ xeb6+ Dxeb

E4 A Elc
idi idid
% 4
i
L5
BIA A A A
| =

Position after: 14... @xe6

15. Exg7 b6 16. 0-0-0 Ne7 All of
White’s pieces look dangerous, but
this is only optically the case; Black
has ...2\bck, later neutralizing White’s
artillery.] 9... Wxg2 10. W3 Wxf3 11.
Dxf3 6 12. Egl Df7 13. Rca+ Leb
14. Lxe6+ Dxe6 15. Exg7 Ne7
16. 0-0-0 £\bc6 Black looks good.

D2) 4... dxe4 This is another, different
approach. 5. 2xed 9\ f6 6. £f3 ¢5

ATA A
2 aWd HE

Position after: 6... c5

7. Dge2 [7. a3 Lxc3+ 8. bxc3 &b
9. &\e2 This will transpose to the main
line; 7. £e3 cxd4 8. Wxda Wxds
9. 2xd4 &6 10. Lxc6+ bxcé This is
clearly good for Black.] 7... @)c6 8. a3
£ xc3+9. bxc3 e5
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E aWid E|
di Add
a a
i &

A
A 1A &
AL BNA AA
E 2% X

Position after: 9... e5

D2.1) 10. d5? e4! Black has an ad-
vantage.

D2.2) 10. £g5 This looks aggres-
sive. 10... cxd4 11. cxd4

D2.2a) 11... 0-0! Correct. 12.
L.xc6 bxc6

E oW Eeé |
i ida
i A

A &
&
A
AL BNA LA
E ¥ X

Position after: 12... bxc6

13. 0-0 [13. dxe5 Wa5+ 14. £d2
Wye5 Black is optically preferred
already.] 13... h6 14. 2h4 La6
The position is about equal.

D2.2b) 11.. Dxd4? 12. Hxd4
Wxda? 13. Wxd4 exd4 14. 0-0-0
h6 15. Ehel+ Le6 16. 2xf6 gxf6
17. &xb7 Eb8 18. £d5 Le7 19.
E xd4 This should give White the
win, as in Van Foreest, J (2614) —
Zlatanovic, B (2376) Skopje 2018.

D2.3) 10. & xc6+ bxc6 11. dxe5 [11.
0-0 exd4 12. cxd4 £a6 13. Eel 0-0
14. 2e3 &\ds 15. Wd2?!

E W Edé |
i idi
£ i

il

A

A a

AGNA A A
E E @

Position after: 15. ¥/d2?!

Black has a dream position after the
following. 15... £xe2! 16. Exe2 c4
17. Heel1?! Heg 18. We2 ¢3! Black
eventually won, in Garic, R (2262) —
Zlatanovic, B (2414) Paracin 2013.]
11... Wxd1+ 12. &xd1 Hga 13.
Del HxeS This is great for Black.

E) 4. Yge2 dxe4 5. a3 Lxc3+ 6. Dxc3
N6

E aWd AE|
Aid Adi
a i
& &
& B
& A A A4
E aWde X

Position after: 6... 2\c6

E1) 7. d5?! exd5 8. Wxds5 [8. & \xd5?
This does not make sense. 8... £e6 9.
c4 Yge7 White is just lost.] 8... £e6
With this simple move Black obtains a
promising position, for instance after
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the following. 9. Wxe4 9\f6 10. Wa4
Wda 11. 2b5 Wxas 12. 2xas 0-0-0

even force White to play with the
isolated e4-pawn.

E2) 7. b5 Nge7 E2.3) 8. £g5 The idea is to damage

E oWe Ko
Aid Airii
A i
2
A &
A &
& A A AL
E a9y E

Position after: 7... D\ge7

E2.1) 8. £\xe4?! Premature. Now

Black has the following. 8... 0-09. c3
Wys!

E 2 E& |o
dii idi

A
QW

&

A A

& A AL
E a9y E

Position after: 9... ¥ d5!

A i
i
A

10. £.d3 e5 Black has the initiative.

E2.2) 8. 2e30-09. Wd2 e5[9... f5
This gives a more complex game and
is OK for Black.] 10. dxe5 [10. £xc6
Dxc6 11. dxe5 Wxd2+ 12. Lxd2
&\xe5 This changes nothing and
Black is even optically preferable.]
10... Wxd2+ 11. &xd2 Dxe5 12.
Nxed 215 Black has a solid end-
game with active play where he can

Black's structure. 8... f6 [8... 0-0 9.
Lxc6 bxc6 10. Wd2 f6 11. Le3 f5

E oW FEoé [0
A 4 A ii
A A
i
& A
A
AAY AAalA
L B

Position after: 11... f5

Although this has not been tested
sufficiently, it deserves our genuine
recommendation. Here, for in-
stance, Black is excellent after the
following. 12. f3 &\d5 13. fxe4
Dxe3 14. Wxe3 Wha+ 15. g3 f4] 9.
£e30-010. Wd2 a6

E AW Eé o
id A ii
i A ii

K
A A
A &N K
AAYE AAA
= L £

Position after: 10... a6

[10... f5 This can transpose to
8. 2e3.]11. Le2 [11. £xc6 Dxc6
12. 0-0-0 b6 13. Y xed L.b7 Black is
OK. He has less space but a more
powerful bishop; 11. £c4 5 Black
has ...2\d5 and is doing well due to
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play on the light squares.] 11... f5
12. 0-0-0 &\d5 13. f3 This is a typical
move in this line. However it is not
dangerous for Black. 13... f4
14. Dxd5 Wxds 15. Lxf4 exf3
[15... Wa2? loses to 16. Wc3!]
16. &xf3 Wa2 17. We3 2d7 A
complex and unclear game ensues.

4... 2xc3+ 5. bxc3 dxed 6. Wga H\f6 7.
Wxg7 Eg8 8. Whe

Black can go for various schemes here.
The queen can be attacked, but there is
no need to rush. The knight can go to d7
or c6. The bishop can reach a6 and fian-
chettoed sooner or later. We suggest
choosing the simple concept here —
Black kicks the queen and then goes for
the same setup in all cases.

8... Eg6

EAsWe 8
dii A 4
AAEY

A &

A4
4 A 84
E 2 a0 E

Position after: 8... g6

9. W2

In the past, there was the tenet advice
that: "if We3 is played, then ...2\c6"
(the idea being ...2\e7-f5); and "if Wd2

is played, then ...2\bd7”. Nowadays this
is no longer the absolute case.

A) 9. Wha With the queen here, the c3-

pawn is not protected. 9... ¢c5 10. dxc5
Was 11. De2 Y6 12. L.g5 D d4a!

E o & o
i i i
AAE
WA oy
A i iy
A A
A QDA A A
)= Lo E

Position after: 12... £\d4!

An interesting move which needs
deeper investigation. 13. Ed1 Hxc2+
14. ©d2 £d7 [14... Exg5 15. Wygs
e3+ 16. ©xc2 Waa+ 17. &c1 Wxa3+
This may lead to a beautiful perpetual.]
15. &.xf6 Exf6 16. Wxfe E d8 Black has
a strong attack. 17. f4 La4+18. £d3
Nxa3 19. De2 Lxd1+20. Exd1 exd3+
21. Exd3 Exd3 22. Hxd3 Hc4 An
equal endgame results.

B) 9. We3 /6 10. De2 bb

E aWe =
PO | A &
AA LAE
& &

A A T
ALBDA A
E & &2 X

Position after: 10... b6
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B1) 11. c4 Ye7 This is a well-known
resource with the queen on e3. 12.
L£b2 N5 13. Wfa 2\ d6 Black targets
the vulnerable c4-square. 14. We5
This indirectly defends the pawn,
threatening &)f4 at the same time.
14... Eg8 Black has a good game,
threatening ...2\d7 and ...2\xc4.

B2) 11. /\f4a Eg8
B2.1) 12. £b5? This happened in

the author's game which continued
as follows. 12... £b7 13. c4

X U X |m
424 i i
il i4

2
AA KD
A &y
A AAA
2 2 2 )=

Position after: 13. c4

B2.1a) 13... Wde6! This would
force White to go for the following
line. 14. c5 [14. 2b2?! 0-0-0
15. 0-0-0? loses to 15... Pg4
16. Wd2 Hxd4 17. Lxd4 e5]
14... bxc5 15. dxc5 We5 16. Ebl
0-0-0 The complications are finally
in Black's favor.

B2.1b) 13... a6?! 14. Lxc6+
Lxc6 15. h3 We7 16. £b2 0-0-0
17. 0-0-0 £b7 18. g3 He8 19.
Ehel ?d6 20. Wb3 b5 Black has
an excellent game.

B2.2) 12.f3 Thisleads to sharp play.
12... exf3 13. Wxf3 Lb7 14. £b5
Wde 15. £\h3 Wd5 The situation is
simplified, finally giving Black an
excellent game after, for instance:
16. £d3 Wxf3 17. gxf3 De7.

9... N\c6

Here the knight prevents the active ad-
vance c4.

10. £e2 b6
E oWe O
4d i A i
iA L1AE
A A
A A
AN A AA
2 2 ©a E

Position after: 10... b6

The same scheme works if the queen
retreats to e3.

11.c4

A) 11. a4?! This is pointless with the
knight already placed on c6. White
players often play this, but Black has the
following move. 11... £.a6!

Al) 12. £a3? 9d5! White is strategi-
cally outplayed, without a normal
move. 13. &4 This can be met as fol-
lows. 13... D\xf4 14. Wxf4 [14. Lxa6?
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e3! 15. fxe3 Hxg2—+] 14.. Lxfl
White is in ruins.

A2) 12. Nfa Lxfl 13. Dxg6 Lxg2
14. E g1 hxg6 15. Exg2 Wds Black is
better due to the strong control of the
light squares.

B) 11. &f4 Eg8 12. 2b2 L2b7
13. 0-0-0 We7 This is balanced and can
transpose to the main line.

11... b7 12. £b2

12. 9\f4? This fails to 12... Wxd4—+.

12... We7 13. H\f4 Eg8 14. 0-0-0 0-0-0

@ E E |o
Aoa Wi i
Ah 14
58 &S
A
LAY AAA
LHE & &

Position after: 14... 0-0-0
15. d5

The only way to secure the d-pawn is to
advance it.

15. 2e2? Dxd4 16. Lxd4 e5—+

15... 5 16. De2 Wcs

Black has strong control of the center
and has good practical chances. White

has problems finishing his development
and with utilizing the bishop pair.

b) 4.e5 c5 5.--

1.e4 €6 2.d4a d5 3. 2\c3 2ba 4. e5

The most principled and aggressive
continuation.

o

AA A A A A
2 QUank

Position after: 4. e5
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4...c5

Black strikes while the d4-pawn is not
well supported. White has a few solu-
tions. Here we will analyze: 5. Wg4, 5.
dxc5, 5. )3, and 5. £d2. The most
popular and dangerous move 5. a3 will
be analyzed later in detail.

4... Ye7 This is a possible move order
as well and in most cases leads to a
transposition.

EAslide A XD
i i iii

Position after: 4... c5

5. 2d2

A) 5. Wga A sharp move which is a rel-
atively frequent choice of tacticians, es-
pecially in rapid. However, Black has
clear ways to neutralize it. 5... De7

EAsiided  Ep
Ai Airii

Position after: 5... D\e7

A1) 6. Wxg7? This leads to a forced
line where Black is better after the fol-
lowing. 6... 2g8 7. Wxh7 cxd4 8. a3
Wa5 9. axbd Wxal 10. Hce2 Nbcb

A2) 6. Df3 cxd4 7. £xd4 Here Black
has many options — probably the sim-
plest is as follows. 7... g6 8. £.d3 0-
09. D3 D6 10. Wh5 Le7

El oW E& o
Ai Liii
A i A

Aa Y

NL D
A& A A AA
2 & & =4

Position after: 10... £e7

Here the idea is ...2\b4 to eliminate
White’s annoying bishop. 11. a3 £d7
This is OK for Black. He can opt for
...2.e8 with ...f6 and for ... % c7.

A3) 6. dxc5 Nbcb

o

E oW Elo
di idi

C> e B (@

i
L
A A A A4
E L2NE

Position after: 6... 2\bc6

e S > ¥

&
A
)

A3.1) 7. £d2 0-0 8. £d3 Hgb6 9.
N3 £xc5 10. W3

(see analysis diagram next page)
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A i 4
214

N HY
ARAR AAA
z @ =

Position after: 10. Wg3

[10. Wh5 Qb4 This is good for
Black.]

A3.1a) 10.. £d7 11. 0-0-0 [11.
h4a? Wpba!F; 11. 0-0 This is not
logical. 11.. @d4! 12. Hxd4
Lxd4 Black is to be preferred.]
11... £b4 This is good for Black.
12. 2xg6 Keep in mind that after
this move you should automati-
cally take with 12... fxg6. Even if
there is no mate on the h-file, this
should still be preferable due to
play on the f-file.

A3.1b) 10... £\ba?! This is risky
because it wastes time, but it
should still be OK after: 11. h4!
\xd3+ 12. cxd3 De7.

A3.2) 7. D3 0-0

o>

E W Ed |
Ai Airii
A
A

F

> >

& W

A
A4 A& AA
2 & L B

Position after: 7... 0-0

A3.2a) 8. £d3f5!9. exf6 Exf6

E oW [ d o
Ai A i1
i E

S =

F
2 &
a o
A/ A A AA
2 2 @ =4

Position after: 9... Exf6

A3.2al) 10. £g5 This gives
combinatory play after the
following. 10... e5 11. Wha e4
12. &xf6 gxfe 13. Wxf6 exd3
14. cxd3 d4 15. Wgs+ Df7
16. Who+ &g7 17. Wgss
[17. Dg5? Wgs—+] 17... Lf7 A
draw by perpetual ensues.

A3.2a2) 10.0-0 h6 Forinstance
the following line is very
promising for Black. 11. Wg3
fxc5 12. &4 Wfg 13. QDe2
Nfs

A3.2a3) 10. Wh5 he! 11. 0-0
£.d7 Black activates the bishop
via e8 with a good game after
the following. 12. £e3 £e8 13.
Wea 2xc3 14. bxc3 e5

A3.2b) 8. Wh5 f6 A sharp move.
Black has no reasons to decline
the challenge. [8... 5 This is also
quite possible] 9. exf6 [9. £.d3 A
prelude to wild complications.
9... g6 10. Wha fxe5 11. Hg5 h5
12. %ng
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Position after: 12. £xg6

12... Dxgb 13. Wxhs Efe 14.
Wh7+ ©2f8 15. Whe+ g8 This
leads to a forced perpetual.]
9. Exf6 10. g5 Ef7 11. £d3
g6 12. Wha e5 The position is
sharp and double-edged.

B) 5. dxc5 e7 There are other good
moves here, but we suggest this flexible
move. 6. D3 [6. Wga This transposes
to the lines we presented above with 5.

Weoa6... Nd7

E oWe Elo
Ai AAii i
A
A A4
L

AT
A& A A& AA
E 2a9»e ZF

Position after: 6... 2\d7

7. £2d3 [7. a3? A waste of time.
7... 2xc3+ 8. bxc3 W7 After this Black
is already somewhat better;
7. 25421 g6 8. 2837 Was1]7... Dxc5
8.0-0

(see analysis diagram next column)

E WS Elm
F 3 Aiii

F
A4

&
DLl D
AA A A A A
E 29 B

Position after: 8. 0-0

8... Dxd3 [8... 0-0?? 9. Lxh7+ Dxh7
10. YNgs5+ g6 11. Wga 5 12. Wh3
Z2h8 13. Wg3+-]9. Wxd3 [9. cxd3 0-0
This does not change the evaluation
much and Black is doing fine.] 9... 0-0
White has no attack and Black has good
prospects on both flanks.

C) 5.&f3 Aninteresting move. White is
ready to recapture on d4 with the
queen and transfer it to g4. 5... De7

EAslid Rl
Ai Aiii
i
AiA

& A
D D
AL A AAlA
E a¥dvs E

Position after: 5... De7

A flexible move.

C1) 6. a3 &xc3+ 7. bxc3 &£d7 This is
a transposition to the Winawer main
line which we will analyze later.

C2) 6. dxc5 Nd7 7. Wd4 This gives
Black tempi and White is in ruins after
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the following. 7... £xc5 8. Wg4 0-09.
£.d3 5 10. exf6? 2xf6 11. Wha e5!

E oW Eé o
Ai A ii
A

L2114

N D
AFSA A A A
2 2 @ =

Position after: 11... e5!

12. Dxe5 D5 13. L.xf5 L.xf5

C3) 6. 2d3 Pointless. 6... cxd4
7. Dxd4d Dbeok [7... d7 8. f4 &5
9. 0-0 xd3 10. cxd3] 8. &xc6 If
White must play this then it is clear
that he has made a mistake. Black is

perfect after the following. 8... bxc6
[8... \xc6 9. Wga ©fg) 9. Wga 235

E oWd E|
i Aidi
A &
L& [ 44
Y]
ABAL [AAA
E & & X

Position after: 9... £a5

10. 0-0 [10. Wxg7? Eg8 11. Wfe
d4¥F]10... Dgb 11. Da4 [11. f4 L.a6!
Black is good.] 11...0-0 12. Wh5 f5 13,
exf6 Wxf6 Black has a solid position.

C4) 6. £d2 This looks logical.
6. cxdd 7. Qb5 Lxd2+ This
transposes to lines which we will

analyze later in this chapter. [7... £.¢5
This is playable. 8. b4 a6 9. bxc5 axb5
10. D xd4 £.d7 Black is solid.]

5... N\e7 6. N\b5
A) 6.a3

B) 6. Y\ce2 The idea is to trade the
dark-squared bishop and to install the
knight on d4, creating prospects for a
better endgame. 6... &xd2+ 7. Wxd2
Nbco

Do [
[
>y o
0E
C> b B (@
Poe
[

F 3
A
ARATNA AA
= DLNE

Position after: 7... Y\bc6

B1) 8. f4 Whe! [8... cxd4?! 9. Dxd4
Dxd4 10. Wxda O f5 This may seem
to gain tempi, but White has a plus af-
ter 11. Wes5.] 9. €3 cxd4 10. Dxda
Dxd4 11. cxd4 £d7 Black is already
somewhat better.

B2) 8. ¢3 This is interesting and it
seems that White has time to support
his base, but in fact Black is doing per-
fectly. 8... cxd4 9. cxd4 £.d7 10. D f3
[10. f4?! This wastes time and gives
Black an initiative after 10... g’b&]
10... Wb6 This is great for Black.

B3) 8. f3 £d7 9. c3[9. dxc5?! This



