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Preface

We have to admit that the idea of writing this book was planned for quite some
time, but we hesitated to take the final step. Why? In today's era of computers we
receive daily a sea of information. It's difficult to write something that will have
important theoretical value and also a lasting impact. However, the wish prevailed
within us to display the genesis of the Taimanov, an opening variation that has been
a companion in our chess careers for more than twenty years.

With great pride we can state that the majority of the experts in our Sicilian friend
come from Serbia, starting with the legendary Milan Matulovic, to Slavoljub
Marjanovic, Dusan Rajkovic, Branko Damljanovic, and Igor Miladinovic ... and this
factor was surely an additional motivation to write this book.

We have tried to deliver a user-friendly style that suits all levels of players.
Nowadays, chess players are overwhelmed with piles of information and endless
databases. It is very difficult to choose "your variations” and therefore this book
will surely come as a great additional help.

In addition to the basic Taimanov ideas we had to keep, we followed —in an original
manner — our two main concepts: ‘almost never play an early ...d6’ (Scheveningen-
style) and ‘push ...h5 whenever you can’ (Paulsen-style).

We have tried to demonstrate the classic game for the type of positions that occur
in the Taimanov, in order to make our readers primarily able to familiarize
themselves with the basic motifs and ideas of this Sicilian. When we believed
the variations to be sharp and complicated, we have offered two possible continu-
ations.

The latest fashion, which we have to mention, did not even exist when we started
to write our book — the 7.%¥f3 line. Readers will have the choice between the
peaceful 7...2d6, and 7...d6 where we head for a sharp Sicilian, true to its style.

In the famous English attack with £ e3-%Wd2 -0-0-0, in addition to the well-known
..2b4 and ...20e5, our second proposal — of which we can safely state that we are
most proud — is called the "Serbian variation" starting with ...£b4 and ...0-0.



About the specific move order in reaching our Paulsen-Taimanov variation, there
are two possibilities. The first possibility is to start with 2... e6 and 4... £)c6, and the
second one is revealed by 2...2)c6 with 4...%c7.

We decided on the move order 2...2)c6 and 4...%¢7 firstly because we all learned
this way in the Paulsen-Taimanov variation, but also for practical reasons.

Firstly, we avoid 5.£)b5, which results in typical Hedgehog set-ups, and these posi-
tions are not to everyone's taste. Another reason is to keep in reserve the option
of playing ...e5 at once, or sometimes even ...g6 without touching the e-pawn. This
book is the result of twenty years of our work and playing the Taimanov combined.

We have played over 500 games in this variation and we desired to show all the
beauty and richness of "our" variation.

We hope that our book will conjure all this and more, and will help our readers into
the labyrinths of our Taimanov Bible.

Ivan Ivanisevic, Milos Perunovic, Robert Markus



English Attack with
9...72)e5

1.e4 c5 2.3 H\c6 3.d4 cxda
4.N\xd4 Wc7 5.Nc3 e6 6.Be3
a6 7.Qd2
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) IR SOOI 175
D) 8.0-0 D5 & 8...DB et 177
€) 8.0-0 b4 9.3 1E5 10, ce.oeveeereereereeeeeeeee e 180
d) 8.0-0 254 9.3 e5 10.0D3 D5 11 cv.vveeeeeeeeeee e 182
e) 8.0-0 2b4 9.3 YNe5 10.20b3 b5 112 oo 183
f) 8.0-0 £b4 9.3 DNe5 10.20b3 b5 11. el ..o, 185
g) 8.0-0 £b4 9.f3 Ne5 10.20b3 b5 11.2b1 Eb8......eoeeeeeceeeeeeeeeeeeee e, 188
h) 8.0-0 £b4 9.f3 Pe5 10.20b3 b5 11. b1 Re7 1292 ..o 189

i) 8.0-0 £b4 9.3 Ye5 10.20b3 b5 11.2b1 L7 12812 2b7 oo 192




Part Il — Chapter 8 — English Attack with 9...2e5 175

a) 8.f4

1. ed c5 2. 23 e6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Hxda
Ne6 5. De3 We76. Le3a67. Wd2

E & SLAEp
AW s 12121
i A i

Position after: 7. Wd2
7... Df6

7... Dxd4 is an interesting idea. 8.
Lxd4 [8. Wxd4 b5 9. 0-0-0 £b7 10. f3
Hc8=] 8... b5 9. 0-0-0 Ne7 10. We3
[10. ©bl N6 11. Le3 Eb8 12. f4
d6oo] 10... Eb8

Es dea Eo
Widiii
F 3
A
L4
A

A
E|
Position after: 10... Zb8

e
ficdye)

A) 11.f4 &6 12. &d5 At first glance
looks dangerous for Black, but we can
repel the attack. 12... exd5 13. exd5+
DNe714.d6 [14. 2d3 d6 15. Ehel f6
with the idea of .. 2f7.] 14... Wxd6

15. £xg7 Wxd1+ 16. ©xd1 Lxg7 17.
£d3 d6 18. Eel Eb7! 19. Le4d d5
20. £xd5 Ed7 21. Wes &dg '=' 22.
Whe+ De8 23. c4 [23. Wes Ddg=)
23... bxca 24. Wes ©d8 25. Was+
De8 26. Dl L8 27. Lxcd Lf6oo

B) 11. £d3 &6 12. Nd5 exds 13.
exd5+ De7 14. d6 Wxd6 15. Ehel

Ee &a K=
Aiii
i

i

&

A4 A A& A

F
L4
&
&
b=

A
o)
Position after: 15. Ehel

izt

Inarkiev, R — Stojanovic, D Plovdiv
2012. 15... h5!1 Activating the rook via
the h6-square. 16. ©b1 Eh6 17. £f5
Eb6 18. Ed3 [18. 2xg7 Wxd1+ 19.
Exdl £xg7 20. Eel £f80] 18...
Ec6 19. 2xg7 Wes 20. 2xhe Wxe3
21. &xe3 Dxf5 22. Ed5 Hxe3 23.
Exe3+ dgo

8.14

A new variation. The first who was play
this variant is Russian grandmaster Ivan
Popov against one of the experts in the

Taimanov Sicilian, Vladimir Potkin.

8. f3 White wants to take the initiative
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on the kingside immediately. 8... b4 A) 13... Da7 14. Le2! [14. Dxa7

9.a3 Le7 10. g4

Position after: 10. g4

10...h6 11. h4 b5 12. Egl £b7 13. 0-0-
0 and White’s attack looks faster than
Black’s counterplay on the queenside.

8...b5

Black has two classical reactions:
8..2b4 or 8..b5. Probably after 8...
£b4 and 9..%2a5 White has nothing
and the position is about equal. But we
will show also another possibilty.

9. e5 b4 10. Hcb5 axb5 11. Y\xb5 Whs
12. exf6 gxf6 13. c4!

EWe & E=
i 41 1
A ik
)
i A A
&
AR W A A
= e E

Position after: 13. c4!

13... bxc3

Hxa7 15. £xa7 Wxa7= Black has good
compensation with the two bishops]
14... Dxb5 15. cxb5 2b7 16. Ed1 Wds
17.0-0%+

B) 13... b3 14. a3 b4 15. 0-0-0 A2
16. £g1+

14. bxc3 a7 15. Eb1
15. YNxa7 Exa7 16. Lxa7 Wxa75

15... £xb5 16. £ xb5

EWe &o E=
i 41 1
i
£
&
A K
A L AA
= =) =

Position after: 16. £xb5
16... We7

16... Wde 17. W2 [17. a4 Wxd2+
18. ©xd2 £d6 19. e2 ©e720. Ehd1
Lc7= Miranda , M — Macieja , B
Villahermosa 2014] 17... Wds5 18. a4
[18. 0-0 Exa2 19. Ebdl Wxd1
20. Exd1 Exf2 21. ©xf2 f5t White is
slightly better but Black can hold.]
18... £g819.0-0 £b720. Eb2

(see analysis diagram next page)
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g WA A
=g~

Position after: 20. E b2

20... 2a3[20... Wde6 21. Ed2 £xg2 22.
Wxg2 Exg2+23. Dxg2 Wc7 24. Exd7
Wyd7 25. Edi1+] 21. Ed2 Wfs 22.
Hxd7 EBxg2+ 23. Wxg2 Lxg2 24.
Eds+ De7 25. Exfs &xf1 26. Lc5+
L xc5+ 27. Exc5 Lxb5 [27... 2h3 28.
Ec7+ ©fg 29. &f21£] 28. axb5E The
rook ending is difficult for Black.

17. 2b6

17. 0-0 £c¢5 18. a4 De7 19. c4 d6 20.
Efd1 &b7=

17... Wp7 18. a4 Eg8 19. Eg1 h5

g Al
E & &

Position after: 19... h5

20. Eb2!
A) 20.a5? Exa5!F

B) 20. g3 h4 21. Wg2 Wyg2 22. Exg2
hxg3 23. hxg3 Eh8co

20... 2a321. Eb3 Le722. c4 &8 23.
a5 Weq+ 24, d1t

The position is very complicated, but
definitely easier to play with White. The
a-pawn can be very dangerous and
Black still hasn’t finished development.

b) 8.0-0 b5 & 8.../\g4

1. e4 ¢5 2. H)f3 e6 3. d4 cxd4 4. H\xda
Ne6 5. De3 Wez 6. Le3 a6 7. Wd2
&)f6 8. 0-0-0

(see diagram opposite column)

E & &6 Ep
AW A AA4
i A 14
AR
A
AAAT AAA
E & X

Position after: 8. 0-0-0
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8... b5?!
Not a good line in our opinion.

A) 8... Dga?! 9. &4 QDges 10. Lg3
Nxda 11. Wxda 6 12. f4 £.¢5 13. Wd2
f7 14. e5 f5 15. 22 &xf2 16. Wxf2
b5 17. g4!— Grischuk, A — Needleman,
G, Khanty Mansyisk.

B) 8... &xd4!? A decent line in our
opinion, although not the kind of
positions we want. 9. Wxd4 [9. 2xd4
e510. 2e3 £b4 11. 3 d6 12. a3 Lxc3
13. Wxc3 Wxc3 14. bxc3 @e7 White
has the bishop pair but his pawn
structure is ruined. Chances are equal.]

9... Dga 10. Whe Wee

E & &g K
d i 124i
AWWw 3

[m]

i@ O

Position after: 10... Wc6

11. £d4 [11. Wxc6 bxc6 12. £b6 d5=]
11.. e5 12. 2e3 Le7 13. Ad5 2d8
14. Wh3 Hxe3d [14... d6 15. 2e2 Hxe3
16. Wxe3 0-0 17. b1 L.e6 18. c3 b5
Inarkiev, E — Jaracz, P Warsaw]
15. Wxe3 0-0 16. g3 d6 17. h4 Le6
18. £h3 Ec8 19. We2 W7 20. £g2
E 5 and Black’s position is quite ac-
ceptable. Nepomniachtchi, I- Macieja,
B, Aix les Bains.

% |w
i i

-
F 3
F 3

o
> fo

@
F 3
4
A
L
A A

2
& &
)=

03 0= [

)
p=¢

iodpe:

Position after: 8... b57?!
9. 24!

A) 9. Dxc6 Wxco [9... dxcb 10. 24
Whe 11. 2d6 Lxd6 12. Wxde Ea7 13.
Wg3 0-0 14. e5 d5 15. Hed and be-
cause of the weakened d6-square,
White stands better.] 10. f3 £e7 [10...
£b7?! 11. g4 b4 12. De2 d5 13. g5
Nd7 14. Dda Y7

E @& E|
LWa 444
i i
A A
A Da
24
AAAY &
LB & I

Position after: 14... Wc7

15. f4! With this move White crushes all
Black’s hopes. 15... dxe4 16. f5 e5 17.
Nb3 Edg 18. Eg1 Le719. W2 a5 20.
LDb5 2c6 21. &xc6 Wxc6 22. Dxas5
Wae 23. Ed5+ Pletnev, E — lonov, S
Moscow] 11. g4 d6 with complicated

play.
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B) 9. f3 £b7 10. g4 Now Black has a
very interesting idea. [10. £\b3 £e5 11.
W2 Hcg8oo 12. b6 Whg 13. La7
W¢7=] 10... b4 [10... h6 is possible too.]
11. Da4 ds5

[m]

-4 @e E
oy dii
i A 14

f )
AY ST
24
Al AY &
QE & X

Position after: 11... d5

12. Dixc6 [12. g5 d7 13. exd5 Dxd4
14. Wxd4 2xd5 15. e2 Ec816. Ed2
N5 17. Dxes Wxes 18. Wxes5 Lxcs
19. £xc5 Exc5 with better chances for
Black.] 12... £xc6 13. Db Ed8 14.
Lxab6 Le7 with compensation for the
material.

9... Wpe

A) 9... 5?1 10. Pxc6 exf4 11. e5 dxc6
12. exf6

Blacks position looks horrible. Still,
White needs to find some accurate

moves to prove an advantage. 12...
£e6 13. Des! 2d5 14. c4 0-0-0! 15.
Le2 Lxc4 [15... bxcd 1? 16. Wda gxf6
17. £xcat] 16. Lga+ Le6 17. Wc3
Lxga 18. Exd8+ Wxds 19. fxg7 Lxg7
20. Wyg7t 1-0 (28), Nisipeanu, L-D —
Cosma, | Bucharest 2008.

B) 9... De5 10. D3 &fga 11. h3! Forc-
ing the exchange on f3, after which
White will the have the open g-file. 11...
Nxf3 12. gxf3 Des5 13. Egl f6 14.
b1t

10. e5!?

E & @& E
4 14l

AWa 34

4 A
7N 2
&)

AAAYW A AA
E & E

Position after: 10. e5!?
A) 10. Dxc6 Wxco 11. f3 b7

B) 10. £\b3 is also a good move as 10...
Dghis met by 11. Le2! Hge5 12. Dd5
Whg 13. £g3 The most precise. [13.
2e3?! as played in Drenchev,P — Ni-
kolov,S Pernik 2007, allows Black the
shot 13...00d3+lo0] 13... d6 14. De3x

10... Wxda 11. Wxda Hxda

(see diagram next page)
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QE 2

E & &©¢ E
F ST W O
i i
i A
a 2
%)

A A A A A A
=

Position after: 11... 2\xd4

12. exf6 %)c6 13. Eel!

White is threatening &d5.

13. fxg7 &xg7 14. £d6 [14. Ded d5
15. Dd6+ De7 16. Dxc8+ Eaxcs=]

14... 2b7 15. Ded De7=

13... ©d8 14. fxg7 2xg7 15. ad b4

E o Ep
i a%i
i a i

A A 2
&
A A A A A
& B9 X

Position after: 15... b4

16. Ded d5 17. H\d6 &d7 18. g3

With a slight edge for White.

c) 8.0-0 2b4 9.f3 Le5 10.--

1. e4 ¢5 2. 93 e6 3. d4 cxdd 4. Dxdd  A) 10. Db1?! Lxc3 11. Wxe3 Wxc3 12.

9Ne6 5. De3 Wez 6. Le3 a6 7. Wd2

&)f6 8. 0-0-0 2.ba

Position after: 8... £b4

9. f3 He5 10. g4!?

bxc3 d5

Do [
=]

E £
F 3
F

» b

i

A
A A
A &
H Bl

Position after: 12...

bor> e @

a

& |l

13. £f4 [13. exd5 Dxd5 14. £d2 bS]
13... g6 14. 2d6 dxedF
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B) 10. We1l £xc3 11. Wixc3 [11. bxc3?
d612. £e20-013. £g5 Ded7 14. Wg3
b5F] 11... Wxc3 12. bxc3 d5=

10... h6

10... 0-0 11. g5 ?h5 12. Bg1 [12. ©b1
transposes to 9... 0-0: 12... £xc3 13.
Wxc3 Wxc3 14. bxe3 b5=; 12. f4 Hga
13. e5 2xc3 14. bxc3 d6 15. Le2 dxe5
16. 2xg4 exd4 17. cxd4 g6 18. £xh5
gxh500] 12... b5 13. f4 Q4 14. Lxca
Wyca [14... bxca!? with the opening of
the b-file is possible too.] 15. We2
Wye2 16. Ddxe2 5 17. e5 Ef7c0

11. h4

E & & K
AWA 44

i il 4

A

L DA A4
D L4

A8 AY
SE & X

Position after: 11. h4
A) 11.g5Too early. 11... hxg5 12. £xg5
b5 13. @bl Lxc3 14. Wxc3 Wxc3 15.
bxc3 £b7 16. £f4d617. Egl g6F

B) 11. £f4d6 12. @bl £xc3 13. Wxc3
Wxc3 14. bxc3 £d7=

C) 11. ©b1 £xc3 12. bxc3 d57

11... b5

A) 11... d5?! 12. £f4 £d7 13. Wh2
£2d6 14. &bl 0-0-0 [14.. dxed 15.
Nb3! Dxf3 16. Lxd6 Wxc3 17. bxc3+]
15. exd5 Dxd5 16. Dxd5 exds 17. hst

B) 11... £xc312. bxc3 [12. Wxc3 Wxc3
13. bxc3 d50 Sychev, K- Kunin, V Mos-
cow, 2001] 12... d6 13. Le2

E & & Ep
AW [ 44
i iia i
A

DA AA
A 24

AL AT
LE E

Position after: 13. £e2

Now White is fully prepared for g5. 13...
Nexgd [13... £d7 14. g5 9 h5 15. gxh6
gxh6 16. Ehgl 0-0-0 17. £xh6d; 13...
Nfd7 14. Db3+] 14. fxgd Dxed 15.
We1 e516. c4! exdd 17. Exd4 A5 18.
Lf4 2e6 19. £xd6 Whe 20. Wd2+
and White is clearly better as the bishop
on d6 is quite strong.

12. Le2

12. Eg1 £b7 13. g5 hxg5 14. hxg5 In
the game Ziatdinov,R — ArakhamiaK,
Cork 2005, Black missed the excellent
possibility of 14.. @xf3! 15. Qxf3
Dxed 16. Wda Hxc3 17. bxe3 La3+
18. b1 Lxf3 19. Wxg7 0-0-0—+

12... £b7 13. g5

(see diagram next page)
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X ) Els
aVWrs 14
F id i
4 A A
&2 HNA A
AN
AA/AWS
DB )=
Position after: 13. g5
13... hxg5

13... Dh5?! 14. gxh6 gxh6 [14... g6 15.
Hhgl—-] 15. Ehgl Dg6 16. Lbi!
(A2 cb5) 16... 0-0-0 17. We1 Again
threatening @b5. 17... £xc3 18. bxc3
Nhfa 19. &f1%

14. hxg5 D h5=

Black will castle long next and prepare
...d5 with an acceptable position.

d) 8.0-0 2b4 9.f3 He5 10.22b3 b5 11.--

1. ed c5 2. 23 e6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Hxda
Ne6 5. De3 Wez 6. Le3 a6 7. Wd2
&\f6 8. 0-0-0 £.b4 9. f3 Ne5 10. Nb3

b5
E & & E|w
Wi 1241
F iA
i A
- A
NN KA
AR AW AA
oE & E
Position after: 10... b5
11. Wda

11. £d4?! Le7 12. Wg5 g6 13. We3
e5 14. £e3 d6 15. W2 Eb8 16. 2b1
0-0 17. g4 b4 18. {e2 a5 In the game
Korneev,0 — Lazarev,V Pontevedraa

2003 Black achieved a comfortable po-
sition.

11... N6 12. Whe Wxbe 13. Lxb6
£ xc3 14. bxc3 d5

E & @&

% |o
ddi
i24

i

i

A
AW A
& a8
©HE & E

Position after: 14... d5

F 3

A

Previously, | thought the position was
already equal, but than | realized Khalif-
man had analyzed this position further
in his book.

15. L2
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15. Pa5 Hxa5 16. Kxa5 Lb7 17. 5
[17. exd5 £xd5 18. a4 0-0= with a com-
fortable position.] 17... ©d7 18. f4 0-0=

15... 0-0 16. H\c5

E & E& |
iAdi
ALAa 14
A9 A
A
A A
AL A &L AL
o) =S

Position after: 16. £\c5

This is Khalifman's recommendation.
16... dxed4N

16... Ee8 17. £c7 Ea7 18. £g3 Dhs
19. 22 Khalifman

17. fxed

17. Dxed Dxe4 18. fxed De5=

17... De5

Black will play ...2)ed7 to exchange the

annoying white knight on c¢5 and
achieve an equal position.

e) 8.0-0 2b4 9.f3 Y\e5 10.22b3 b5 11.Yf2

1. ed c5 2. f3 e6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Dxda
N6 5. Ne3 We7 6. Le3 a6 7. Wd2
2\f6 8. 0-0-0 £b4a 9. f3 Ye5 10. Nb3
b5 11. W2

E & & E|m
Wi 244i
i iA
i A
2 A
AV AN
A/ A WA A
LE & K
Position after: 11. W2
11..0-012. &¢5
12. £b6 Wps

A) 13. £c5 Not the best move, as
Black can now equalise easily. 13...
Lxc5 14. Wxcs

EWe Ed |
P W ¥

F 3 ia
iy a
A

AV A
AA A A8
LB & X

Position after: 14. Wxc5

14... d5 15. exd5 b4 16. Des
[Obviously the knight sacrifice is not
correct: 16. dxe6 bxc3 17. Eel cxb2+
18. Lxb2 g6 19. exf7+ LhsF]
16... Dxd5= with at least equal
chances for Black.
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B) 13. 2d4 Le7 14. 4 YNc6!?N

EWe E& |o
A424id1i
i A 14

i
LAA
YA
AA A
@

WA A
& E

Position after: 14... Y\c6!?N

15. &xf6 [15. 5 Pga 16. Wg3 Hxd4
17. 9xd4 h6oo] 15... Kxf6 16. 5
Le7 17. g3 [17. Ded f6 18. exf6
gxf6oo] 17... f6 18. exf6 B xfeco

12... £2xc5 13. Wxes Wxes 14. Hxes

E & E& |
A A1
i iA
A% A
A
D A
A8 A A4
SE & X

Position after: 14. xc5
14... d5
14... ba 15. D3a4 d5 16. Dbe?!
[16. exd5 transposes to the main line.]
16... Eb8 17. D xc8 Efxc8 18. Hxab
Eb6TF
15. exd5

15. f4 Degd 16. e5 Dd7

[t
8
=]

AA A4 A4
LE & &
Position after: 16... Nd7

17. Dxd7 [17. d3 2b7 18. Eel
Eac8 19. £d1 d4F Socko, B — Ribli, Z
Bundesliga Austria 2010/11] 17... £xd7
18. Ed2 b4 [18... f6 19. exfe Exf6 20.
g3 2.6 21. Ye2£] 19. Ye2 [19. Dea
2b5 20. Dd6 £xf1 21. Exfl Hxh2]
19... &b5=

15... b4 16. £)3a4
16. N3ed PDixds5 17. Hd6 B dsg=

16... xd5 17. g3

E &
A A
DA
a4
AA A &
©E & X

Position after: 17. g3

17. £e2 £d718. Dxd7 D xd7 19. g3 a5
20. f4 Eac8 21. 2f3 976 0-1,
Tseshkovsky, V — Bryzgalin,K Belo-
rechensk 2005.
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17... £d7!

A very important move! Black must ex-
change his bad bishop.

17... Ea7?! 18. f4 9ga 19. Ed4 g6 20.
282 Nge3 21. Led HHfs 22. Ed3
Nfe7 23. Ehdl h5 24. b3 was Volo-
kitin, A — Bosiocic, M Budva 2009.

18. Nxd7

18. Exd5? exds 19. £\be Ea7 20. f4
EbsF

18... H\xd7 19. £.c4

19. f4 7f6 [19... Efc8? 20. Lg2 N7f6
21. &xd5 Hxds 22. Exds exds 23.
Nb6x] 20. Eda Efcg 21. £d3 gb 22.
Eela523.b3 Ec724. ©b2 Ebs=

19... H\7f6

E Ed o
idi
i ia
A
AY ¥
& &
BB A &
= g

Position after: 19... 76
20. Eda

20. Ehel Ea7 21. b3 Ec8 22. &b2
Eac7=

20... a5 21. f4 g6=

A) 21... BEa7 22. f5! Ec8 23. Eel
Eac724.b317

B) 21... Efc8?! 22. £xd5 Hxd5 23.
E xd5 exd5 24. Db Eab8 25. Hxc8
Exc826. Eel &f827. d2t

f) 8.0-0 2b4 9.f3 Ne5 10.2\b3 b5 11.We1

1. ed c5 2. f3 e6 3. d4 cxd4d 4. Dxda
N6 5. Ne3 We7 6. Le3 a6 7. Wd2
2\f6 8. 0-0-0 £b4 9. f3 Ye5 10. Nb3
b5 11. We1

(see diagram opposite column)

E & @& El=
Wi a4

A iA

i A

L& A

AT/

AA A a4
QEWS X

Position after: 11. We1
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11... Le7 ¥ o o % o
11... Eb8?112. Wg3 0-0 [12... L7 13. i Y 'i’ 4 ; A

fal Q\cd 14. e5 Dh5 15. W2 Hxe3 16. i A

Wye3x Almasi, Z - Ye Yiangchuan FIDE m

Wch 2004] 13. £d4 £.d6 14. f4 PDhs )

15. fxe5 Pxg3 16. exd6 Wxd6 17. hxg3 %% £

e A ineith

[t
8
=]

AV Wy
A8 A A
LB & I

Position after: 17... Wxg3

18. Eh3 Wg5+ 19. Le3 Wdg 20. e5
and the three pieces are stronger than
the queen. White has easier play.

12. 4

12. Wg3 0-0 13. f4 Y c4 14. e5 Pg4 15.
2d4 Dh6 16. 2d3 Lb7

12... Dgb

12... Dca?! 13. e5 Pgd 14. £d4 Lb7
15. £xc4 bxca 16. Dd2 Dhe 17. We2
E 8 18. Nded Of5 19. g4 Pxd4a 20.
Exd4 0-0 Sutovsky, E — Polgar, J Net-
anya 2009 21. Ehd1+

13. e5 Pga

(see diagram next column)

Position after: 13... g4
14. De4

A) 14. £d2?! £b7 15. £d3 Ec8 16.
Dea [16. We2 5 17. exf6?! Lxfe 18.
E hfl 0-0 19. g3 b4 20. Ded Dxes 21.
L xe4 a57 Svidler, P (2750) - Vitiugov, N
(2596) Moscow 2006] 16... 0-0

Position after: 16... 0-0

17. h3?! [a 17. &bl 5 18. exf6 Dxf6
19. Bf1 2d5 20. £a5 Wee 21. Dxfe+
Lxf6 22. g300 Zufic,M — Lazarev,V Tri-
este 2006] 17... Daxe5! 18. fxe5 Dxe5
19. ©b1 f5F

B) 14. £d4 £b7 15. h3 PDh6 16. W2
ANfs 17. £c5 d6 [17... 0-0 18. 243
Hacg19. 2b6 2h4 120. Wg1 Wps 1-
%, Zawadzka, J — Milliet, S 2395, Crete
2007] 18. exd6 Dxd6=
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14... Dxe3

Otherwise White will play £.c5 to ex-
change the bishops. Black must prevent
this, otherwise the d6-square became
too vulnerable.

15. Wxe3 0-0

Position after: 15... 0-0
16. ha

A) 16. £d3?! £b7 17. ha f5 18. Pg5
[18. exf6 £xf6 19. g3 Eac8s] 18... h6
19. Df3 Eac8 20. h5? £xf3 21. Wxf3
Dxfa 0-1, Nezar, M — lotov,V, Differ-
dange 2007.

B) 16. g3?! £b7 17. h4 d5 18. exd6
L xd6=

C) 16. Nd6!? Lb7 17. Dxb7 Wxb7 18.
£.d3 Wa7 The easiest way to equalize.
[18... Eac8 19. h4 f5 20. h5 £hs 21.
EhglN £d8 22. g4! A nice sacrifice!
22... 2b623. Wg3 2xg124. Exgl fxga
25. Wyga E726. Nd2—]19. W3 fes

16... b7

187
E Ed |
LW io 444
i i A
i A
NA A
AN
BB A A
LE & E

Position after: 16... £b7
17. Dd6

17. h5 Eacg 18. £d3 [18. c3 /h4a! 19.
Nd4 ba—] 18... Dxe5 19. fxe5 Wxes

-+ E& |o

Position after: 19... Wxe5

20. Nbd2 [20. We2 5 21. Hed2 Wxe2
22. 2xe2 £xg2 23. BEhgl £d55
20... f5 21. &f3 Wc7 22, HDegs
[22. Ded2 Ld6ls A.Lf4, ..e5]
22... 2d5 Played in the game Ter Sa-
hakyan, Samvel — Potkin, Vladimir, Aix
les Bains 2011, where Black played like
a champion*! :) *Vladimir Potkin be-
came European Champion that year
(Editor’s note: Romain Edouard)

17... f6 18. Yxb7

18. h5? N\xfa! 19. Wxfa fxes 20. Wxes
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Ef521. Wg3 2g5+ 22. &bl L4 23.
We3 2xd6 24. Wixc7 Lxc7 25. Exd7
Ef7F

18... Eac8
-+ Ed |0
N g e 44
F iia
i A
A 4
N ey
A A A A
LE & E

Position after: 18... £ac8

19.c3

19. £d3 fxe5 20. fxe5 Dxe5 21. Y7a5
£ b4= Black takes the sacrificed mate-
rial and chances are equal.

19... fxe5

19... Wxb7?1 20. h5 Dh8 21. h6 g6 22.
Db1 fxe5 [22... Y7 23. exf6 2xf6 24.
£e2 with better chances for White.]
23. Wyes Ef624. Wda Ec725. 2d3%
20. f5

20. D7a5 £.b4 21. f5 exf5 22. hs \fas

20... Exf521. 2d3 E622. 1\7a5 X\ f4
23. &bl d55

g) 8.0-0 2b4 9.3 He5 10.22b3 b5 11.2b1 Eb8

1. ed c5 2. 3 e6 3. d4 cxd4d 4. Dxda
Nc6 5. De3 Wer 6. Le3 a6 7. Wd2
6 8. 0-0-0 £b4 9. f3 De5 10. Nb3
b5 11. ©b1

E & & K=
Wi 44dai

A i A

i A

- A

DD LA
AAAT A4

© H & H

Position after: 11. &bl

11... Eb8

Rarely played and suspicious-looking!
12. 2d4 Le7

A) 12... Nc6? 13. Wg5! Le7 14. e5+
Sjugirov, S — Wang Cheng, Kemer 2007.

B) 12...0-0 13. Wg5 &\g6 14. e5! L xc3
15. £xc3 [15. exf6 £xd4 16. Exda
Wes Black stands well.] 15... &\d5 16.
£.d4x White has an advantage because
of the pair of bishops.

13. Wg5 &\g6 14. e5

14. Wg3 e5 15. £e3 dboo
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14... Dea 15. We3
15. Wxe7+ Nxe7 16. Dxed Df5 17.
22 Lb7 White does not have enough

compensation.

15... £xc3+ 16. £xc3 b4 17. 2.d4a

Position after: 17. £d4

17...0-0

17...a518. g3 £b719. £d3 [19. h4 h5
20. £d3 &.d5 Taking the knight on g6 is
not dangerous for Black.] 19... Ec8 20.
Ehelad 21. Nd2 £d5 22. h4 £.¢5 23.
Lxc5 Wxces 24. Wxc5 Exc5 25. f4 0-0
26. De4 Eas5 27. Dd6 Ebs 28. Lea
Ne7 29. Lxd5 Exds 30. Exd5 £ xds
1-0, Kritz, L — Ivanisevic, | Biel 2008.

18. £2.d3 d6

18... f6? 19. exf6 £xf6 20. 2xg6 hxgb
21. £c5+—

19. exd6é £xd6 20. La7 Eb7 21.
Qc5t

h) 8.0-0 £.b4 9.f3 H\e5 10.2)b3 b5 11.2b1 R e7

12,92 --

1. ed c5 2. f3 e6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Dxda
Nc6 5. De3 We7 6. Le3 a6 7. Wd2
2f6 8. 0-0-0 £b4 9. f3 De5 10. Nb3
b5 11. bl Le7

E & @ Ko
Waoaiaa
i iA
i A
A
DD KA
AR AY A A
@ HE & H

Position after: 11... £e7

12. W2 de6

Still nobody has tried 12... h5!? When
Black wants to prevent White’s initia-
tive on the kingside. Of course, after this
move the black king must stay in the
centre. 13. £b6 [13. Wg3?! hal 14.
Wyg7 Dg6 15. 2d4 Eh7

(see analysis diagram next page)
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2
LY

i
&

AV A
AA A A8
@ 2 & H

Position after: 15... Eh7

£
ATE
i a4

Y

F )

16. £xf6 Exg7 17. £xg7 b4 18. De2
2b7F]13... Wps 14. £d4 d6oo

13.g4

13. 2b6 Wh8 14. £d40-0[14... h5!? is
also possible.] 15. g4 &£b7 16. g5 [16.
a5 Yc6! Smirin,| — Markus,R Sibenik
2005] 16... Dfd7 17. Das5 Pc6!? 18.
Nxb7 Dxda! 19. Dxde Wxde 20.
Wyd4 [20. Exd4a Whe=]20... Wxd4 21.
Exda Efds

£ E @& |o
ALiii
F F 3
F 3 a
=
2 A
AA A a
=) & E

Position after: 21... Efd8
22. hd Ye5 [22... b4 23. De2 De5 24.
L2g2 2c5! 25. Eddl Hcaz) 23.
Exds+ Exds 24. f4 Yg6 25. f5 Dfas
13... Dfd7

(see diagram next column)

% |o
i

E bo
bo 0> ¥ b fo (8

F Y

b Ik

A
i
&

&
g A
@ H & E

Position after: 13... &)fd7

o e
o> [

A

14. Eg1

14. g5 ba! 15. Yad [15. De2 D4 16.
£c1a55]15... Ebs

E& & Epp
Whaeida
i i
a A4
Y | A
AR
Afal & 1A
& HE & X

Position after: 15... Eb8

16. £a7 [16. Dd4 N5 17. Yxc5 dxcs
18. \b3 ¢4 19. &\c5 0-00] 16... Eb7
17. £d4 Wee 18. f4 g6 19. Lxg7
ng

& & E [0
E Afi1014
A Wii A
A
AY | A A
N
A A A W A
» E & E

Position after: 19... Eg8
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20. £.h6 [20. &6 Dxf6 21. gxfe Lxf6
22.e5 2h4 23. Wg2 Wyg2 24. xg2 d5
with better chances for Black.]
20... Wxa4 21. f5 &ge5 22. £h3 Ec7!
Black is not afraid of fxe6. 23. fxe6 &c5
24. exf7+ Dxf7 25. Lxc8 Exc8F

14...0-0 15. g5 £b7!?

A) 15... Dca 16. Lxcd [16. Lc1
& db6oo with the idea of ...b4 and ...a5,
..a4] 16... bxcd 17. Dds Ebs 18.
Da1x

B) 15... b4 16. Dad Dca 17. Lxca
Wxca 18. hat Wbs 19. Dda! Wp7
20. h5— Pruijssers,R — Sulypa,0 Wijk
Cultural Village 2010.

C) 15... Eb8 16. f4 H\ca

S E& |o
WAaLiii

Position after: 16... Hca
C1) 17.5!? Qxe3 18. Wxe3 Ee8c0

C2) 17. 2a7 Eb7 18. £d4 b4 19.
Nad [19. 2.xc4 bxc3] 19... e50

C3) 17. £c1 b4 18. Had £b7 19. 5
E fc8oo Erdogdu, M — Markus, R
Sibenik, 2006.

16.f4 b4

16... Nca 17. Lxch bxcsd [17... Wxca
18. f5— with a dangerous attack.] 18.
Nd2t afs

17. Dad D ca 18. 2.xc4 Wxca 19. f5

-4 Eg |m
& Afiii
i i
A A
NAW A
N jo}
AA A WA
» E h=4

Position after: 19. f5
19... £xed

19... Wh5 20. f6 Wxas 21. fxe7 Efes
22. Exd6 Exe723. What

20. f6 Efc8 21. fxe7 £xc2+ 22. Lal
2 xd123. Exd1 Ees8

o

)4 E @
Alidi
F 3

2

W

e

A
Y |

2
A A ;.
© X

Position after: 23... £ e8

24. Exdé
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24. Wd2 Wys 25, Wxds exds 26. L4
Exe727. £xd6 Ee2s

1. ed c5 2. 3 e6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Dxda
Nc6 5. De3 Wer7 6. Le3 a6 7. Wd2
96 8. 0-0-0 £b4 9. f3 De5 10. Nb3
b5 11. &bl Le7 12. W2 Lb7

% |o
d i

E
Wiea
i a

o Ce ¥ e o (@

o &>

A A

B w o
oo [

A
= =

Position after: 12... £b7

The newest idea in this position.
13. 2b6 Whs 14. 2.da
14. PNa51? 0-0 [14... b4 15. £a4 d5 16.

2d4l+; 14... d5 15. 2d4+] 15. Dxb7
Wxb7 16. £.d4

£ Ed |
idi
a

W&
F 3
F 3

D> B¥ be o

fo}
N A
AA A W A

a
® HE & EH

Position after: 16. £d4

24... Exe70

16... Q6! [16... d6 17. g4T] 17. Le3
[17. e5 £e8 18. Ned Hxd4 19. Wxda
Ed8=]17... b4 18. DNaa d5s

14...d6

A) 14...d5? 15. Das5!+

B) 14...0-015.g4 [15. a5 &\c6 16. €5
DNe8 17. Dxc6 Lxc6 18. £d3 f500]

15... Ec8!1? [15... b4?! 16. Dad Pxf3?!
17. 2xf6+-] 16. g5 &h5

Position after: 16... 2\h5

17. 4 [17. £xe5 Wxe5 18. Exd7 Ec7
19. Exc7 Wxc720. ha Edsz] 17... Dca
18. £xc4 bxcd 19. a5 [19. £)c5 Lxc5
20. 2xc5 Wxfa 21. Exd7 Lc6
22. Wxfa PDxfa 23. Ed2=] 19... £b4
20. Dxb7 Wxb7 21. Wf3 gooo

15.g4
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15. Da51? N6 16. Dxb7 Wxb7
[16... Dxd4l? 17. Dxde+ Wxde 18.
Wyxda Wc7 19. e5 Eds 20. We3
Exd1+ 21. Hxd1 Dds 22. Wes 0-0%]
17. e3 h5!1?=

15... b4
EW & El|o
- 21414
i iid
A

A 24 A4
NG A
AA A W oA
B & E

Position after: 15... b4
16. De2I?N
16. Das Dxf3! 17. Wxf3 [17. 2xf6

2xfe 18. Wxf3 2c6F] 17... Lxed
18. Wh3 £xh1 19. g5 Ye4 20. g6

EW | & Es
Li4i
i F O

HNa L4

) 1
B4 A A
® B & ¢

Position after: 20. g6

20... Dg5IN [20... f6? 21. Le3!+]
21. gxf7+ Dxf7 22. Wg3 L.¢6 23. Db6
2f6 [23... Ea7? 24. h4 e5 25. Le3
De6 26. Da5 La8 27. Lca+]
24. £.xf6 gxf6 25. Yxa8 Lxa80

16...0-0

A) If Black plays 16... a5?! then after the
forcing line 17. g5 £\fd7 18. f4 £xe4 19.
Lg2 2xg2 20. Wxg2 a4 21. Nd2 g6
22. h4l- White has better chances.

B) 16... Wc7 17. g5?! Dxed! 18. fxed
Lxed

K @ K
W 2141
i i
a A4
A 8¢
A
AAA NG 1A
& HE & XH

Position after: 18... £xed

19. Ng3 [19. 252 Lxc2+ 20. La1
£xd1 21. £xa8 £xb3 22. axb3 0-0 23.
Le4 2xg5F]19... xh120. 2Dxh1 0-0
21. h4 a5o00

17. g5 2fd7 18. Yas

E W Ed |s
L4 Afiai
A i i
2 a A
A 24
&
ABAA DY A
@ H & H

Position after: 18. /a5

18... ?\c6
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18... Wc71? 19. HHxb7 Efc8 20. £h3
[20. Dg3? Dxf31F] 20... Wxb7 21. f4
Nca

E E &
W A1kl
F di

[m]

A
AALAA

2

AaA QY A
& E E|
Position after: 21... ?ca

Now it is very important White cannot
play 22.f5.

A) 22.f5? e523.f6[23. 2e3? Da3+—
+]23... 2d8F

B) 22. Ehfl &5 23. £xc5 Excs
24. 9\d4 e5 25. fxe5 Dxe5 26. D5
We700

C) 22. g3 a5 23. 5 e5 24. f6 £d8

D) 22. BEhgl &Ac5 [22... a3+ is
interesting too: 23. bxa3

£ X @ o
W oALidi
i i
A
A 244
A 2
Al AL G A
& B E

Position after: 23. bxa3

23... Ec3! 24. Eg3 bxa3+ 25. Dc1

Wh2+ 26. 2d2 Exc2+ 27. Del
Wya2 28. W3 B b8oo; 22... gooo] 23.
Lxc5 Excs 24. Eg?,oo

19. Dxc6

19. Dxb7 Wxb7 20. Le3 a57 It looks
like Black's attack on the queenside is
faster than White's on the kingside.

19... £xc6 20. L3

20.h4 d5 21. h5 dxe4 22. h6 g6 23. £g7
exf3

E Ed
ALi2i
4 & 1 44
a
i

i
A8 s DY
& B & B

Position after: 23... exf3

24. Nda 245 25. 2xf8 £.xf8 26. Dxf3
Ne527. £d3 Dadx

20... a5

A) 20... d5?! 21. Dd4 LDb7 22. exds
2xd5 23. 5!

B) 20... £c8 21. Nd4 L£b7 22. h4 d5
23. h5—>

21. Nda

(see diagram next page)
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E W Eg |m
AL iii
2411
i A
A NHa
2 4
AA A W oA
» E & E

Position after: 21. d4
21... Yp71?
21... Ec81?is also possible.
22.h4
22. 9 xc6 There is no need to hurry with
this exchange. The knight stands excel-
lently on d4, attacking the e6-pawn and
defending the b3- and c2-squares. 22...
Wxc6 23. h4 [23. f4 a4 24. f5 b31] 23...
a4 24. h5 Efc8T with the idea of ...b3.

22...a4 23. h5

- Ed |=
W ALiiai
241

A A

id QDA

K2 A4

A& A L

@ 5 & EH

Position after: 23. h5

23... De5

23...b3 24. a3 bxc2+ 25. Wxc2 Efc8 26.
g6

E E &
W ALi4ii

24 A

A
@

poo> e fo

F
A A
AY
& B & H

Position after: 26. g6

26... 26 [26... 2b527. Wg2 2xf1 28.
Ehxfl Eabg] 27. gxf7+ &xf7co

24. Ec1
24.g6? b3F 25. a3 fxgb 26. hxgb Lxed
24...b3
4. Dxf31? 25. Dxcb [25. Dxf3?!

L2xed 26. 2g2 b3—] 25... Wxeo 26.
Wf3 a3

F
F )
AA A
HE & X

Position after: 26... a3

27. £d4 e5 28. h6 [28. gb exdd 29.
gxf7+ Exf7 30. Wb3 axb2 31. Ed1 d5
32. Wxds Wxds 33. exd5 with slightly
better chances for White.] 28... g6
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29. We3 Eas! Black simply wants to
play ...E e5 after taking on d4. 30. £b6
Haa8 31. b3 Eb8 32. £c4 Wxbe 33.
Wybe Exb6 34. Ehgls

25. a3 Eac8 26. Z\xc6

E Ed |
W 844k
A W
A 44
A A
AA  82A
Aa G
©E & X

Position after: 26. Yxc6
26... bxc2+

26... Exc6 27. c3 stopping Black's coun-
terplay on the queenside.

27. Exc2 Exc6 28. E xc6 Wxc6

(see diagram next column)

Ede |o
L2 i4i
Wik
A AA4
i A
A 2 A
A Wy
& & E

Position after: 28... Wxc6

Black has excellent chances. One possi-
ble continuation is:

29. h6 Nga
29... gboo
30. Wha

30. Wd2 HHxe3 31. Wxe3 Ecg32. £d3
gbo

30... Dxe3 31. hxg7 Wc2+ 32. ©al
Wd1+33. ©a2 Wp3+=

And it all ends in perpetual check.
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