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Chap ter 4

White Re treats the Bishop to b3

1.e4 c5 2.Àf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Àxd4 Àf6 5.Àc3 a6 6.Ãc4 e6 7.Ãb3

TsLdMl.t
_J_._JjJ
J_.jJs._
_._._._.
._.nI_._
_Bn._._.
IiI_.iIi
r.bQk._R

TsLdMl.t
_J_._JjJ
J_.jJs._
_._._._.
._.nI_._
_Bn._._.
IiI_.iIi
r.bQk._R

In this chap ter, we will ex am ine the vari a tion in volv ing the trans fer of the bishop to 
b3, which is the way Fischer pre ferred to play this line from 1959 on wards. White
moves the bishop away from the twin threats of ...d6-d5 and ...Àxe4. At the same
time, he pre pares the march of the f-pawn and for the mo ment, does not spend a
tempo on kingside cas tling and re tains the pos si bil ity of cas tling queenside. But
Black un der stands the dan gers he faces, and de cides im me di ately to neu tral ise the
bishop by bring ing his knight to d7 and c5; af ter the ex change of the bishop, Black
will have no prob lem with the de fence of e6, or along the a2-g8 di ag o nal.

1.e4 c5 2.Àf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4
4.Àxd4 Àf6 5.Àc3 a6 6.Ãc4 e6
7.Ãb3 Àbd7 8.Ãg5

  A) This move is one of the most prin -
ci pled and dan ger ous for Black, who in
sev eral lines ob tains a po si tion sim i lar
to those aris ing af ter 6.Ãg5. The dan -
ger of the line con sists in the fact that
White places his pieces ag gres sively,
whilst re tain ing the op tion of cas tling
on ei ther side, which re tains a de gree of 
flex i bil ity and dangerfor Black.  8.0-0
Àc5 and now:
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 A1) 9.Õe1 Ãe7 10.f4 10.©f3  0-0
11.©g3 trans poses to line D: 8.©f3.
 10...0-0 11.e5 11.©f3 ©c7 12.e5 dxe5 
13.fxe5

T_L_.tM_
_Jd.lJjJ
J_._Js._
_.s.i._.
._.n._._
_Bn._Q_.
IiI_._Ii
r.b.r.k.

T_L_.tM_
_Jd.lJjJ
J_._Js._
_.s.i._.
._.n._._
_Bn._Q_.
IiI_._Ii
r.b.r.k.

13...Àxb3N In this po si tion, the most
dan ger ous white piece is the bishop on
b3, which points at the black king and
is pre pared to sac ri fice it self on e6, as
well as con trol ling the a2-g8 di ag o nal.
With 13...Àxb3, Black elim i nates this
bishop, mak ing his life much eas ier.
14.Àxb3 Àd5 15.Àxd5 exd5 16.c3
Ãe6 17.Àd4 Õae8ì. 11...dxe5 12.fxe5 
Àxb3 13.axb3 Àd5 14.Àe4 f5 15.exf6
Àxf6 The po si tion will as sume an open 
char ac ter, where Black has the two bish -
ops and the white king is weak;
 A2) 9.©f3 Ãe7 again trans poses to
line D: 8.©f3;
 A3) 9.f4 trans poses to line F: 8.f4;

T_LdMl.t
_J_._JjJ
J_.jJs._
_.s._._.
._.nIi._
_Bn._._.
IiI_._Ii
r.bQ_Rk.

T_LdMl.t
_J_._JjJ
J_.jJs._
_.s._._.
._.nIi._
_Bn._._.
IiI_._Ii
r.bQ_Rk.

 A4) 9.©e2 Ãe7 10.f4  0-0 11.®h1
and now:

 A41) 11...©d7 12.Ãe3 Af ter 12.e5
Àxb3 13.Àxb3 Àd5 14.Õf3 Àxc3
15.Õxc3 b5 Black has an ex cel lent po si -
tion, although White also has his
trumps, with the ac tive rook on the third 
rank and at tack ing pros pects. 12...Àfxe4 
13.Àxe4 Àxe4 14.f5 d5 15.fxe6 15.c4?
e5!â, for ex am ple 16.Àc2 Àd6 17.Àb4 
dxc4 18.Ãc2 f6 19.Àd5 Ãd8 20.Ãb6
a5 21.b3 Õa6 22.Ãxd8 ©xd8 23.bxc4
Õc6 24.Õad1 b6 25.Õf3 Ãa6 26.Õh3
Black is win ning. TomczakNegi,
Cappelle la Grande 2012. 15...fxe6 16.c4
White has com pen sa tion for the pawn,
suf fi cient for equal ity;
 A42) 11...©b6 12.e5 Àxb3 13.Àxb3

T_L_.tM_
_J_.lJjJ
Jd.jJs._
_._.i._.
._._.i._
_Nn._._.
IiI_Q_Ii
r.b._R_K

T_L_.tM_
_J_.lJjJ
Jd.jJs._
_._.i._.
._._.i._
_Nn._._.
IiI_Q_Ii
r.b._R_K

 A421) Black has elim i nated the Ãb3,
but he has con crete prob lems, as so ci ated 
with his de vel op ment, so he needs to
play some ac cu rate moves. It seems to
me that Maxim did not man age to solve
all the prob lems he faced in the open ing. 
13...Àe8 14.a4 Ãd7 15.Ãe3 ©c7 16.a5 
Õc8 17.Õad1 d5 18.Ãb6 ©c4 19.©e3
f6 20.®g1 fxe5 21.fxe5 Àc7 22.Õxf8+
Õxf8 23.©d3 ©xd3 24.cxd3 Õc8
25.Àc5 – Black’s open ing trou bles are
now be hind him, thanks to his ac cu rate
play in the middlegame, The po si tion is
ab so lutely equal, Kuzubov- Vachier-
 Lagrave, Spain tt 2011;
 A422) 13...dxe5!N Thanks to the fact
that White has the ini tia tive, due to his
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su pe rior de vel op ment, Black needs to
ex change a pair of pieces and sim plify.
The text, fol lowed by ...Àd5, suc cess -
fully solves his prob lems. 14.fxe5 Àd5
15.Àe4 a5 16.©d3 16.Ãg5 Ãxg5
17.Àxg5 ©e3 18.©h5 h6 19.Õxf7
hxg5 20.Õxf8+ ®xf8 21.Õf1+ ®g8
22.©e8+ ®h7 23.©h5+ì. 16...f5
17.exf6 Àxf6 18.Ãe3 ©d8 19.Ãd4
Àxe4 20.©xe4 ©d5 21.©xd5 exd5ì.
 B) The bishop sac ri fice 8.Ãxe6? is
pre ma ture, be cause all the white pieces
are still on their ini tial squares, and
with such pieces, White is not ready for 
ac tive op er a tions. 8...fxe6 9.Àxe6 ©b6
10.Ãe3 Àc5

T_L_Ml.t
_J_._.jJ
Jd.jNs._
_.s._._.
._._I_._
_.n.b._.
IiI_.iIi
r._Qk._R

T_L_Ml.t
_J_._.jJ
Jd.jNs._
_.s._._.
._._I_._
_.n.b._.
IiI_.iIi
r._Qk._R

11.Àxf8 Õxf8  12.0-0 Ãe6â. De spite
the fact that he has an ex tra piece,
Black’s po si tion is not yet win ning, be -
cause White has a very strong pawn
struc ture, Black can not cas tle kingside
and he has a weak pawn on d6.
 C) 8.Ãe3 Àc5

T_LdMl.t
_J_._JjJ
J_.jJs._
_.s._._.
._.nI_._
_Bn.b._.
IiI_.iIi
r._Qk._R

T_LdMl.t
_J_._JjJ
J_.jJs._
_.s._._.
._.nI_._
_Bn.b._.
IiI_.iIi
r._Qk._R

 C1) 9.©f3 b5 This po si tion has
arisen six times, with Black win ning all
six. Even with out the com puter, it is
clear that Black is better, as the white
queen is bad on f3, and Black in tends
...Ãb7, when it will not be clear how to 
de fend the pawn e4: 10.Ãg5 Ãb7
11.Ãxf6 ©xf6 12.©xf6 gxf6 13.f3 h5
14.Õd1 Ãh6 15.a4 b4 16.Àa2 a5
17.Àb5 ®e7 18.®f2 (White’s po si tion 
is stra te gi cally lost, and Black only has
to con duct the game ac cu rately to a
con clu sion. White can not take on d6,
be cause Black plays Ãa6 and Õhd8)
18...Õhd8 and Black is win ning
Edvardsen- l’Ami, Reykjavik 2012;
 C2) 9.f3 As I have said sev eral times
al ready, the com bi na tion of the move
f2-f3 with the trans fer of the bishop to
b3 is not very good; White needs ei ther 
to play Ãb3 and f4-f5, or else play f2-f3 
and leave the bishop on f1. 9...Ãe7
10.©d2 10.©e2 ©c7 11.g4 b5 12.g5
Àfd7 and now: 

T_L_M_.t
_.dSlJjJ
J_.jJ_._
_Js._.i.
._.nI_._
_Bn.bI_.
IiI_Q_.i
r._.k._R

T_L_M_.t
_.dSlJjJ
J_.jJ_._
_Js._.i.
._.nI_._
_Bn.bI_.
IiI_Q_.i
r._.k._R

It’s wise for White to pre vent the
...b5-b4 push here: 13.a3 (13.h4 b4!N
14.Àa4 Àxb3 15.axb3 Àc5â)
13...Àxb3 14.cxb3  0-0 and Black is
slightly better.  10...0-0 
 C21)  11.0-0 This move is not even
worth ex am in ing in de tail, as it is so
tooth less. Af ter cas tling, Black is sim ply
better and plays 11...©c7 with the idea
of ...b5 and ...Ãb7.
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 C22) 11.g4 This move is also not dan -
ger ous for Black, but it is stron ger than
 11.0-0, since it is ob vi ous that White
should cas tle queenside and at tack on
the kingside, even though Black is faster.
 11...Àfd7! 12.g5 ©c7  13.0-0-0 b5
Black has an ex cel lent po si tion; he wants 
to play ...Ãb7,with the idea of ...b5-b4
and ...d6-d5 and, de pend ing on cir cum -
stances, ei ther take the bishop on b3 or
trap it by ...a6-a5. 14.®b1 Àb6 15.a3
Õb8 16.h4 Àca4 17.Àxa4 bxa4 18.Ãa2
d5 19.exd5 Àxd5 20.Ãxd5 exd5
21.Ãf4 Ãd6 22.Ãxd6 ©xd6 23.®a1
Ãd7 24.h5 Õb6 25.h6 and Black won in 
Akylbekov-Amanov, Khanty-Mansiysk
Olym piad 2010.
 D) 8.©f3?! Àc5  9.0-0 9.Ãe3? b5
 10.0-0 (10.e5? Ãb7â;  10.0-0-0?
Ãb7ç as Black will take on e4,
Gdanski-Jasnikowski, War saw 1990)
10...Ãb7 11.©e2 Ãe7!â. If Black plays 
...Àfxe4 White takes with the knight on 
e4 and in case of Ãxe4, he has the small 
tac tic Àb5, af ter which a dy nam i cally
equal po si tion arises, but af ter the sim -
ple de vel op ing move Ãe7 Black has the
ad van tage. 9...Ãe7 and now:
 D1) 10.Õe1 is not dan ger ous for
Black, be cause it is very slow and Black
man ages to com plete his de vel op ment
fa vour ably. He has many ways to ob tain
good play, and can even fight for the ad -
van tage:   10...0-0 11.©g3 and now:

T_Ld.tM_
_J_.lJjJ
J_.jJs._
_.s._._.
._.nI_._
_Bn._.q.
IiI_.iIi
r.b.r.k.

T_Ld.tM_
_J_.lJjJ
J_.jJs._
_.s._._.
._.nI_._
_Bn._.q.
IiI_.iIi
r.b.r.k.

 D11) 11...Ãd7 12.Àf3N 12.a3?!
Àxb3 13.cxb3 Õc8 14.Ãh6 Àe8
15.Õad1 Ãh4 16.©g4 f5 17.exf5 exf5
18.©f3 gxh6 and White did n’t have
enough for the piece: 19.Àe6 Ãxe6
20.Õxe6 ©d7 21.Õxh6 Ãd8 22.Àd5
©g7 23.Õh3 ®h8 24.Àf4 ©g4 0-1
Tissir-Anastasian, Abu Dhabi 2010.
12...e5 13.Ãg5 Ãc6 14.Ãd5 Àe6 with
bal anced play;
 D12) 11...®h8!? 12.Ãg5 h6 13.Ãd2 
Ãd7 14.Õad1 b5 15.a3 ©b6 16.Àf3
Àxb3 17.cxb3 e5 18.©h4 Ãe6 19.b4
®g8 20.h3 ©b7 21.Àh2 Õac8
22.©g3 Black is slightly better and af ter 
the cor rect ex change sac ri fice
22...Õxc3 23.Ãxc3 Àxe4, he re tains a
small but sta ble plus, thanks to his
strong light-squared bishop and mo bile 
pawn cen tre.  De Firmian- Ivanchuk, Lu -
cerne Wch-tt 1989;
 D2) 10.©g3  0-0 11.Ãh6 Àe8
12.Ãe3 12.Õad1? Àxb3 13.axb3 Ãh4
14.©g4 f5 Again this trick. This hid den 
trap is not so ob vi ous, at a brief glance
at the po si tion. It turns out that the
white queen has no squares on the
g-file and if she leaves the g-file, then
the bishop on h6 is lost. 15.exf5 exf5
16.©h5 gxh6ç. 12...Ãh4! 13.©g4
Ãf6! I had looked at all of this be fore
the game. The bishop on f6 is very im -
por tant, as I can force the queen away
from the dan ger ous square g3 and play
b5 in peace. 14.©e2 b5 15.Õad1 In
case of 15.a3 Ãb7 16.f3 Àxb3
17.Àxb3 ©c7 Black is slightly better.
15...©c7 16.a3 Ãb7 17.f3 Àxb3
18.cxb3 Ãe7 19.Õc1 ©d7 20.Õfd1
Àf6 21.b4 Õfd8 22.Àb3 ©e8 23.Àa5
Õd7 24.Õd2 Õc8 25.Õcd1 Ãa8 26.©f2
26.a4 d5 27.e5 Ãxb4. 26...h6 27.Àb3
e5 A dy nam i cally equal po si tion, in
which both sides have their chances.
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White’s ad van tage is that he con trols the 
square d5 and does not al low Black ac -
tive counterplay. Black has the plus that
he has the better pawn struc ture and a
strong light-squared bishop, Tomic-
 Andriasyan, Plovdiv Ech 2012;
 E) 8.g4? is not a very log i cal move, as
with the bishop on b3, White should be 
ad vanc ing the f-pawn, so as to cre ate a
weak ness on e6. 8...Àc5 9.©e2 h6
10.f3

T_LdMl.t
_J_._Jj.
J_.jJs.j
_.s._._.
._.nI_I_
_Bn._I_.
IiI_Q_.i
r.b.k._R

T_LdMl.t
_J_._Jj.
J_.jJs.j
_.s._._.
._.nI_I_
_Bn._I_.
IiI_Q_.i
r.b.k._R

10...Ãd7N Be cause there have not been 
many games in this line, I have ana lysed 
the po si tion fur ther my self. I be lieve the 
text move is the stron gest here, with the 
idea of ...Õc8 and the ad vance of the
b-pawn, and this plan can be car ried
out quite rap idly. 11.Ãe3 Õc8 Black is
better, as the Ãb3 does noth ing. Black
will soon play ...b7-b5 and ...b5-b4,
whilst White will have to play ©d2, to
free the e2-square for the king;
 F) 8.f4 Àc5 This move is the stron -
gest and most prin ci pled to my mind,
and it is no sur prise that this is the
move pre ferred by all the play ers from
the top ech e lons. At first sight, it looks
ex tremely dan ger ous, but when one
looks at the games of the best play ers
and anal y ses the re sult ing po si tions, it
be comes clear that Black will have no
prob lems, if he knows what he is
doing:

 F1) 9.©f3 Ãe7 9...e5?! 10.fxe5 dxe5
11.Àf5 Àxb3 12.axb3 Ãxf5
13.©xf5Ç.  10.0-0  0-0 11.Ãe3 ©c7
12.g4 b5 13.g5 Àfd7 14.Ãd5 Ãb7
(14...Õb8) 15.Ãxb7 Àxb7 16.©h5 b4
We have reached a po si tion very sim i lar 
to those typ i cal of the Scheveningen,
with the sole dif fer ence that the light-
 squared bish ops have left the board. In
my opin ion, this po si tion is one of dy -
namic equality.
 F2)  9.0-0 Àfxe4 9...©c7 10.©e2
Ãe7 11.e5 dxe5 12.fxe5 Àfd7 13.Ãf4;
13.Õxf7 ®xf7î. Of course, White
was not obliged to sac ri fice the rook,
and could have played Ãf4, af ter which
he has a strong ini tia tive. 10.Àxe4
Àxe4 11.f5 e5 12.©h5

T_LdMl.t
_J_._JjJ
J_.j._._
_._.jI_Q
._.nS_._
_B_._._.
IiI_._Ii
r.b._Rk.

T_LdMl.t
_J_._JjJ
J_.j._._
_._.jI_Q
._.nS_._
_B_._._.
IiI_._Ii
r.b._Rk.

This is prob a bly one of the sharp est po -
si tions which can arise in this vari a tion. 
12...d5 This move looks per fectly cor -
rect, mainly be cause it closes the di ag o -
nal of the bishop on b3, and opens that
of the black bishop on f8, which will
de velop with tempo. Af ter 12...©e7
13.©f3 Àc5 14.Àc6 a big fight is be -
gin ning. White’s task is to open the cen -
tre at all costs, since he has al ready lost
his cen tral pawn, and has noth ing to
lose, so he seeks a way to keep on sac ri -
fic ing. 14...©c7 15.Ãd5 a5 16.Ãg5
Õa6 17.Àd8 f6 18.Àf7 Õg8 19.Ãe3
g6 20.Àg5 Õg7 21.fxg6 Õxg6
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In dex of Vari a tions

1.e4 c5 2.Àf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Àxd4 Àf6 5.Àc3 a6 

TsLdMl.t
_J_.jJjJ
J_.j.s._
_._._._.
._.nI_._
_.n._._.
IiI_.iIi
r.bQkB_R

TsLdMl.t
_J_.jJjJ
J_.j.s._
_._._._.
._.nI_._
_.n._._.
IiI_.iIi
r.bQkB_R

6.Ãg5 e6 7.f4 ©b6. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  13

TsL_Ml.t
_J_._JjJ
Jd.jJs._
_._._.b.
._.nIi._
_.n._._.
IiI_._Ii
r._QkB_R

TsL_Ml.t
_J_._JjJ
Jd.jJs._
_._._.b.
._.nIi._
_.n._._.
IiI_._Ii
r._QkB_R

8.©d2 ©xb2 9.Àb3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
9.Õb1 ©a3 10.Ãxf6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

10.f5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22
10.e5 h6 11.Ãh4 . . . . . . . 26

8.©d3 ©xb2 9.Õb1 ©a3 10.f5 ©a5. . . . . . . . . . . . 41
10...Àc6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47
10...Ãe7 11.Ãe2 . . . . . . . 50

8.Àb3 Àbd7 9.©f3 Ãe7 10.0-0-0 ©c7 11.Ãd3 . . 66

6.Ãc4 e6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  69

TsLdMl.t
_J_._JjJ
J_.jJs._
_._._._.
._BnI_._
_.n._._.
IiI_.iIi
r.bQk._R

TsLdMl.t
_J_._JjJ
J_.jJs._
_._._._.
._BnI_._
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